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By JAMES I. STARRATT

OBLE Leonard “Bud” Flumerfelt, an
Arab Patrol Member for twenty six (26)
years, and counting, is a native of Niagara-

on-the-Lake, Ontario, Canada, where he was born
July 6, 1930. When Bud was eleven, his dad joined
the Royal Canadian Air Force, and he and his
mother went to live with grandparents while dad
served overseas for three and one half years, and
his mother worked as a draftsperson for the war
effort. Bud recalls his grandmother saying on
December 7, 1941, “The Yanks are in it now” .

Bud earned an engineering degree at the
University of Toronto in 1953 and, got his first job
in Ottawa with the Canadian Army Signals
Engineering Establishment. Bud married Lady
Viva in 1954. 

Following a move to Waterloo, Ontario in 1956, to
work at Raytheon Canada Limited, they decided to
put down roots there, and bought a home. His work
at Raytheon was on air traffic related control equip-
ment, radar displays, and  radar target simulator
for training, which was satisfying as it was not war
related

Bud’s Masonic career began in 1960 when he
joined the Temple Lodge #690 Grand Registry of
Canada, and became the lodge organist in 1965.
When Raytheon Canada got into defense work, Bud
and Vi, along with their two children, decided to
emigrate to the United States, settling in
Needham, MA. They became active in Christ
Church (Episcopal) by joining the Couple’s Club
and choir.

Following a year of employment with LFE,
Raytheon beckoned him back where he worked on
special development projects related to missile fire
control, and seekers, retiring twenty-five years
later.  

Although Bud visited Nehoiden Lodge, AF&AM,
on occasion, his Masonic career had been on hold
until 1983 when a fellow choir member, Ed
Brailey, suggested he join the Consistory Choir,
and by so doing, over Thanksgiving weekend he
became a member of Norfolk Lodge AF&AM, and a
32nd degree mason in the Harry Truman Class.
In 1984, Lt. Emeritus Kenneth Morrison invited
Bud to join Aleppo Shrine and become a member in
the Arab Patrol.  Bud has been active in the patrol
as well as a member of the Special Drill Team,

which competed at Imperial Sessions and
Northeast Shrine Field Days, and have won sever-
al first place prizes. He continues to faithfully serve
the patrol by attending ceremonies, parades, and
working the Friday functions at the Aleppo
Auditorium. Over the years he has attended
Imperial Sessions in Chicago, Hawaii, San Antonio,
and Montreal to name a few.

Prior to retirement Bud and Vi had been looking
for new accommodations, and moved to Chelmsford
December 7, 1990, forty-nine years to the day his
grandmother announced “The Yanks are in it now.”
Less than two years later Raytheon offered a retire-
ment package which he accepted. As a retiree, Bud
is active in the All Saints Episcopal Church choir,
and is currently involved hands-on in adapting a
newly purchased second hand mechanical-action
pipe organ to the All Saints Chapel organ chamber.
We wish for Bud and Vi many more years of retire-
ment and his continued service to Aleppo Shrine.    

Major Emeritus James G. Perkins, Jr. and
Sergeant Alvin Whipple recently presented
Certificates of Appreciation, on behalf of Aleppo
Shrine, to two individuals who have been very
active collectors of pull tabs for the Aleppo
Transportation Fund program. Recipients were
Ms. Robin Green, who operates Henderson’s
Café, 300 Main Street, Wenham, and David J.
Lindsay, Jr., an employee of Stop and Shop, who
collects cans and saves the tabs. Both are residents
of Hamilton, MA. The framed certificates were
signed by then Potentate Robert T. Smith,
Recorder Peter K. Stone, and A. Leon Golden of
the Aleppo Shriners Children’s Transportation
Fund. 

Fourteen Arab Patrol members and ten Ladies
recently enjoyed a casual reception by Illustrious
Sir Jeffrey Arnold held in the Potentate’s Suite,
along with Lady Lori, and members of the
Minuteman, and Activities Units. The evening
offered an opportunity to interact and get to know
each other in a relaxed manner.

Sick Bay reports Lt. Kenneth Soderholm recov-
ering at home from a recent illness. A card, letter,
note, call or visit would be in order. Ken’s address
is 12 Veranda Avenue, Wilmington, MA 01887, and
home phone number is 978-658-2276.

Mark your calendar for the following events:
Annual Meeting and Election of Officers, January
27, 2011, Ceremonial January 29, 2011, Aleppo
Circus, April 19 - 23, 2011.
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ARAB PATROL members during the Reception in the Potentate’s Suite.

N Sept. 25, six year old Katie Case was
seriously injured in an accident at her
home in Old Forge. Katie suffered third

degree burns on her lower legs and feet, covering
approximately 25 percent of her body. Katie’s
prognosis is good, and she is expected to recover
fully from her injuries. According to Katie’s dad
Paul, she will be fully and completely recovered
sometime within the next year and a half. “We
still have a long road ahead, but at least there is
a road. The outcome could have been much
worse,” said Paul.

Katie has been receiving treatment at
Shriner’s Children’s Hospital in Boston, which is
highly acclaimed for their pediatric burn care.
The Shriner’s Hospitals for Children have 22
locations nationwide, with four of them specializ-
ing in burn treatment. Shriner’s Hospitals are
focused on providing different types of pediatric
specialty care at no cost to families, as well as
innovative research and medical education pro-
grams, and operate primarily on donations.

Katie’s mother Julie has stayed at the hospi-
tal with her from the beginning. She has a bed
right along side Katie’s bed, so they can be
together 24 hours a day. Katie’s father Paul and
brother Paulie have been visiting every week-
end, and will continue to do so until Katie comes
home.

Her faithful stuffed animal, Lambie, that she
has had since she was born, has also been by her
side since day one.

Katie has undergone three skin grafting sur-
geries, one with donor skin and two using her
own skin. Her burns are now completely covered
with new skin. With these surgeries behind her,
she can now start the healing process. As Paul
put it, “We have finished the fixing, and now we
can start the healing.”

This week she will have one last minor surgery
to do any necessary “touch-ups” on the grafts.
The next few weeks will be spent recovering and
regaining her strength and movement. Katie will
continue with physical therapy and has already
started sitting up and standing again for short
periods.

“She has good days and bad days,” says Kenna
Hugh, a family friend who has been visiting
Katie and Julie in the hospital. “She likes learn-
ing everything she can about what the doctors
and nurses are doing. She really likes opening
the cards and gifts from everyone, and knowing
everyone is thinking of her.”

For the complete story, follow this link to the
Adirondack Express: http://www.adirondackex-
press.com/10262010_kattie_case_recovering

Katie Case Recovering in Boston Hospital
Excerpts from the Adirondack Express, originally published October 26, 2010
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