
Donation is largest gift in Shriners Hospitals for Children history

(ST. LOUIS) On Satur -
day, Oct. 22, officials at
Shriners Hospitals for
Children® — St. Louis ded-
icated its hospital building
in the name of the late Mr.
A.B. Hudson, a Kansas
businessman and Shriner
who left his more than $60
million estate to the inter-
national hospital system.
His donation is the largest
in the hospital system’s
nearly 90-year history. 

While the donation has
been made to the Shriners
Hospitals for Children
international system, the
contribution was honored at
the St. Louis hospital because it was the closest to Mr. Hudson’s heart, having
been a life-long Kansas resident.

Douglas E. Maxwell, a Chesterfield resident and Chairman of the Board
for the hospital system, along with national officers Jeff Sowder of Wichita
and John Cinotto of Indianapolis, were also present to mark the occasion.

“It humbles us to know that someone of Mr. Hudson’s accomplishments had
the lifetime desire to leave his estate to Shriners Hospitals for Children,” said
Maxwell. “He is a most honorable man and I wish I had known him personal-
ly.”

Michele Rothe, daughter of Mr. Hudson, said the event would have made
her father happy.

“Dad was very proud to be a Shriner and the accomplishments they made
assisting children requiring medical care,”
said Rothe. “I am proud that my dad’s life
desire was to leave this gift to Shriners
Hospitals for Children and I know that his
friends and I are also very happy to be part
of his legacy and the ability to contribute to
pediatric specialty care.”

Members of Mr. Hudson’s family said they were incredibly moved and
impressed by the hospital and the ceremony, a highlight of which was a tour
of the hospital led by Administrator John Gloss and 14-year-old Patient
Ambassador Katie Ladlie, who just this summer recovered from a leg ampu-
tation and is learning to use her new prosthesis. More than 20 patient ambas-
sadors and their families participated in the tour, along with members of the
hospital’s management team and staff, to share their stories of the important
and life-changing work at our hospital.

Patient Ambassador Grace Rossow represented the hospital’s patients and
families during the ceremony.

“Shriners Hospital has changed our lives and the lives of nearly 95,000 kids
at this hospital alone,” said Grace. “If it were not for people like Mr. Hudson,
we would not have such a wonderful hospital to provide us with our ‘second
family’ and all the opportunities we are able to make for ourselves as a result.”

Nearly 20 of Mr. Hudson’s family and friends traveled to St. Louis from var-
ious parts of the country for the ceremony. Members of the Shriners fraterni-
ty from Missouri (Moolah Shriners), Illinois (Ainad Shriners) and Kansas
(Arab Shriners and Abdallah Shriners) attended as well.

A.B. Hudson Honored
for $60 Million Gift
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ON a typical day, you will find Paul Agostino hard at work in the
Shriners garage sorting and bagging thousands of aluminum tabs
for the tab program that benefits the Aleppo Shriners Children’s

Transportation Fund.
Paul, who is the Chairman of the Transportation Fund, reports that in

2010, there were 5,002 pounds of tabs collected for a total of $3,117. That
sum has increased in 2011 where, as of November 1, 2011; there have been
6,873 pounds of tabs collected for a total of $4,395. You might wonder how
many individual tabs that amounts to, it's an amazing 19,475,000 (that's
millions) collected in two years. Paul would like to thank all the schools,
stores and individuals who have contributed to the pull-tab program. 

Special thanks go out to Bruce Dickey, Henry Gilhooly, Roger
Metcalfe and Dave St. Onge, who have all spent countless hours sorting,
bagging and transporting the tabs to the recycling center. Anyone who is
interested in helping out or knows of a school or business that is looking to
be involved in the tab program can contact Paul via the Shrine Center at
978-627-4202. In addition to the many hours he spends on the tab pro-
gram, Paul also volunteers a lot of his time making many runs each year
transporting patients to and from the Shriners Hospitals for Children in
Springfield and Boston.

What's Happening Around
The Rag Top Unit

By BRIAN MCNAUGHT

Michelle Roth, daughter of A.B. Hudson,
and Douglas Maxwell, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees, unveil a plaque honoring
Mr. Hudson.

MEMBERS OF THE Rag Top Unit presented Illustrious John E. Grant,
Jr., with a check for the Aleppo Shriners Children’s Transportation Fund
at the Heads of Units meeting on November 2, 2011. From left to right
are: Ill. John E. Grant, Jr., Paul Agostino, Roger Metcalfe, and
Henry Gilhooly.


