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Shriners Village is the Web-based community created exclusively for the
Shriners family. Fraternity Members and their Ladies can visit
www.shrinersvillage.com to find information about Shriners Hospitals for
Children®, fraternal programs, membership, temples, Shrine-related
events and breaking news.

THE website contains useful fraternity documents for Nobles to
download, such as the Fez Owners Manual, Membership Toolkit,
Shriner Primer, Shrine Protocol and a pamphlet about the history

of Shriners International. In its short existence, Shriners Village has
become the communication engine for Shriners International.

“Given that there are 325,000 nobles all over the world, Shriners
Village is a fantastic outlet for the fraternity to relay information to its
nobility,” said Jack Jones, executive vice president of Shriners
International. “It is also a great way for Shriners to learn from one anoth-
er so they can help their temples succeed.”

Shriners Village also has an Events section with information about
temple fundraisers and other activities. Any registered user has permis-
sion to post an event on the events calendar by clicking on the “Events”
tab and then finding the “Events Calendar” on the left column of the page.
To add an event, use the “Add Event” tab and then click the “Submit
Event” button after the form has been filled out.

The Shriners Village development team will be adding new features to
the website on a regular basis. One of the features will be member pro-
files, where nobles can upload photos and their information similar to
Facebook. This new addition will make it possible for Shriners to find and
contact other members. Also in the works is a new forum feature which
will allow nobles to share ideas and thoughts in a private discussion area.

Visit www.shrinersvillage.com and register so you can be a part of
Shriners’ virtual community.

Become Part of the
Shriners Village Community

www.massfreemasonry.org
2013-2014 Scholarship Application

The 2013 Grand Lodge Scholarship Application is now available! It can be
found on the download section of MassFreemasonry.org. 

Please share this with all fellow Master Masons who are eligible for the
program, as well as family members. Those who are eligible for scholarship
grants are undergraduates who are Massachusetts Master Masons in good
standing, or a child or grandchild of a Massachusetts Mason who is or was
in good standing.

Grants are awarded based on a number of criteria, including, but not lim-
ited to estimated financial need, participation in school/community activi-
ties, and grade point average.

Applications must be received in the Grand Secretary's Office no later
than March 1, 2013 in order to be considered. Contact the Scholarship
Committee Chairman, R.W. Brian S. Noble with any questions you have
about the program.
Tuesday, December 25: Christmas Day – Grand Lodges Offices closed.
Thursday, December 27: Installation of Grand Lodge Officers & Feast of
St. John the Evangelist, Boston Masonic Building. Buy your tickets now!
Tuesday, January 12: New Year’s Day – Grand Lodge offices closed.
Tuesday, January 29: Grand Lodge Listening Tour, Worcester, 6:30pm.
Thursday , January 31: Grand Lodge Listening Tour, Ipswich, 6:30pm.

Masonic License Plates
Sign up for your Masonic License plate! Freemasons with registered auto-

mobiles in Massachusetts are encouraged to demonstrate their pride for the
oldest and finest social fraternity in the world by submitting an application
for an official license plate. You may download an application at www.mass-
freemasonry.org. Submit your appli-
cation and a $40 check payable to
MassachusettsDOT to:

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
Attn: Grand Secretary's Office
186 Tremont Street
Boston, MA 02111
Once we receive 1500 applications,

the plates will go into production. It is important, therefore, that you encour-
age other members to submit their applications as well if you are interested
in receiving a plate sooner rather than later. A portion of the proceeds will
go to the Masonic Medical Research Laboratory (MMRL) Committee. A sep-
arate application and check must be sent for each automobile one registers.

Hello Nobles!
Hope everyone had a terrific holiday season.   We are looking forward

to the January Ceremonial and Installation of Officers and the
Potentates Ball in February, as we wind down our Parade season this
year finishing in mid -December.  

Our entertainment committee is looking into getting everyone in the
unit together shortly after the holidays.  If you have any suggestions on
where or what you want to do, please call and let us know.

We all had a great time at the Northeast Field Days in Bangor, Maine.
Perfect weather for the parade and the Cycles and Motor Patrol both did
great jobs in their competitions bringing back more trophy’s for Aleppo.

This was the busiest year in a long time for Unit Parades and they all
went well.  We travelled to Pembroke, North Andover, Fall River,
Falmouth, Everett, Woburn, Roslindale, New Bedford, East Boston and
the North End as well as taking care of the box office and bus service at
the various events
at the Shrine.

I just want to
thank everyone
for their help and
dedicated support
throughout the
year for the “Kids”
and the Unit.

We look forward
to another great
year with our
travels taking us
to Indianapolis.

Yours in The
Faith.

TRANSPORTATION NEWS
By CAPT. MARK H. NORTON

THE Spirit of Halloween, the country’s leading seasonal Halloween retail-
er, hosted a fun filled “Spirit of Children” Halloween party for Shriners
– Boston patients on Monday, October 15th.  Staff members from local

Spirit of Halloween stores, along with Boston Region’s special projects manag-
er Phil Volonino, brought along costumes, goodie bags, arts and crafts and
games for all of the patients.  Phil also wowed the patients with his close up
magic tricks. Adding to the excitement was a special visit from the Power
Rangers, dressed in full super hero attire.  

The patients had lots of fun posing for pictures with the Power Rangers. 
“This is one of my favorite things about my job,” says Volonino, “We work

hard on this program and it is rewarding to see how much fun the kids have.
It is an important part of the mission of our organization to give back to the
community.”

Spirit of Children is a program that brings fun and funding to children’s hos-
pitals at Halloween and all year long. Their point-of-purchase fundraising at
their locations has helped to raise more than $7 million in cash and merchan-
dise donations. Every dollar donated goes directly to the hospitals. Local dona-
tions stay local. To date, the Spirit of Children program has raised more than
$91,000 for our hospital alone.

This unique program helps to make a child’s hospital stay less scary for kids
and their families by providing fun during the Halloween season and as well
as funding for the Shriners’ child life department throughout the year.

Spirit of Children Brings Halloween Fun to
Shriners Hospitals for Children - Boston

From THE SHRINE VINE


