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NEW beginnings as we pass into 2015. This is
our Fortieth year as a marching unit of
Aleppo Shriners. It is also a time of remem-

brance as we have our “Black Camel Memorial
Service” fast approaching. 2014 was an remarkable
year, including one of our own, ascending to the
post of Illustrious Potentate, but also saying a sad
farewell to two of our most accomplished members,
and more importantly friends and brothers.

As the final cheers of this holiday season wind
down with “twelve nite,” January 6th. Let us
remember our fallen Nobles; Edward Magiera,
P.C (Hon.), Robert McGovern, P.C. (our founding
Captain). We have reminisced previously of our
brother Eddy, however, many are not aware of our
first Captain’s passing earlier this fall. Robert
McGovern was the inspiration, along with a mixed
group of area Minutemen from different Companies
of Minute, whom wanted to start a unique
Company of Minute made up of Shrine-Masons.
With the “Shrines” relatively recent move to the
Town of Wilmington, and said Town having origi-
nally two independent Companies of Minute.
Agreed to partition the Shrine and form what is
known today as the “Aleppo Minuteman Marching
Unit.” This occurred under the leadership of Robert
McGovern, at the historic green in Concord Ma.
Many of the original company included members of
the Concord Minutemen, and surrounding Town
Companies, such as Lexington, Bedford, Reading,
Acton, Sudbury and of course Wilmington, to men-
tion just a few.

That was the fall of 1974, petition for charter was
filed, approved and the official T.O.D. of “Aleppo
Company” was 1975, just in time for the
Bicentennial. Robert McGovern was our First
Captain Commanding, and would be, for the next
several years until the call to move up came. He
was appointed Colonel Commanding, of the Aleppo
Shrine Marching units. Robert had a long and dis-
tinguished career at both Aleppo Shrine, and in his
vocation in the outside world. His final posting as
that of an Aleppo Shrine Adjutant. We will miss our
old friend, he came back with us for a short while,
though not feeling well with health issues. Robert
help re-fire the old juices of the Company perform-
ances and skits during Ceremonials for both Past

Captains., Bob Vere, and Paul Winam, during
their years in Command. With acclaims across the
board, for the programs that our Company put on,
both for our members, and to the public. He had
assisted our performance Officers Richard Burke,
Bob Vere, Buddy Weinrebe, and Bobby Blake
with several masterful exhibitions the Company
put on during those years, including our tribute to
our “Fallen Heros of 9-11.” “Lay down your working
tools, my brothers, sleep well for your labours are
done.”

The Company had a very eventful finish this year
with the last being the Christmas Parades. Our last
one of this writing being North Andover. With
twelve members, our hardy band, marching with
flags unfurled (five of them by the way), muskets
firing volley’s, and fifes (singular), playing to an
excited crowd. On this occasion, our merry band,
lead our division, Huzzah. It just happens to be our
Captains last Parade in Command (unless Boston’s
North end comes through, still waiting on that one).
Captain Lester Davis, it has been an honor to
have you as our Leader the past two years.
Awesome job boss. For those of our Company whom
are not yet aware of one of our Masonic communi-
ties worse kept secrets,
Capt. Davis, as of publi-
cation of this edition, is
now known as Right
Worshipful, as the
newest District Deputy
of his District.
Congratulations Right
Worshipful Bother, Our
Most Worshipful Grand
Master made an excel-
lent choice, “may your
path always be down-
hill, may the sun warm
your face and the wind
at your back, may God’s
presence keep you pro-
tected forever in the
palm of his hand.”

The new year is here,
let us get behind our
returning Captain,

Dick Perry. Welcome our brother Ill. Noble back
from his glorious year “on high” to our ranks after
the ceremonial on the Jan. 26th , and prepare for
another wonderful exciting year at Aleppo.

For those attending our “Holiday Weekend” spec-
tacular, enjoy, it sounds fantastic. And from your
Captain, Command Staff, Executive Board and
Board of Past Captains, A fervent wish that your
Holidays with your families were wonderful and
glorious, and a heathy and productive New Year.
Always keep our “kids” in your thoughts and
prayers. Huzzah!

Father Time

The Minutemen Unit in the East Boston Parade

home, church and his cottage
in Naples, Maine. A proud father
and grandfather, he cherished
the time spent with his family.
He will be remembered for his
dry wit and sense of humor.

In addition to his wife of 58
years, he is survived by his
daughters, Karen Varney, and
her husband, Robert of Bow
NH., Laurel Knight and her
husband, Stephan of Amesbury
and his grandchildren, Hannah
and Ryan Varney of Bow and Matthew and Kristen Knight of Amesbury.
He is also survived by his brother Raymond A. Whipple, Jr. and his wife
Donna of Hamilton and his sister, Shirley Adams and her husband, George
of Lancaster, NH.

We also mourn the loss of former Patrolman Lieutenant Kenneth R.
Soderholm, Jr. who passed away peacefully at home on November 2, 2014,
surrounded by Lady Ruthann and his loving family. Born in Wilmington on
August 11. 1930, Ken was the son of Robert and Margaret (Norwood)
Soderholm. He was raised in Woburn, and was a graduate of Woburn High
School, class of 1948.

Ken worked hard to support his family. He owned his own construction com-
pany, and after many years of working alone, he joined his son, Ken, at the
Soderholm Custom Builders. Together they built homes throughout
Massachusetts.

Ken was a life-long motorcycle enthusiast beginning riding at age 16, and
never looked back. He would ride all over Massachusetts and New Hampshire.
After having a serious injury, he got right back on his bike and rode. A huge
sports fan, Ken loved the Red Sox, Bruins and Patriots. 

Ken was proud of his membership in many organizations. He was a member
of the Rainbow Fish and Game in New Hampshire, the Masonic Fraternity and
Aleppo Shrine where served for many years as a member of the Arab Patrol
Uniformed Unit and Special Drill Team. As a Shriner Ken and Ruthann trav-
eled with the Shrine, and his favorite trips were too Hawaii, Florida, Toronto
and especially Vancouver. His proudest membership , however was being an
Eagle Scout, an honor he cherished.  He was so proud when four of his grand-
sons followed in his footsteps to earn the honor of an Eagle Scout, and Ken was
in attendance for all their induction ceremonies.

Family was paramount to Ken, and he considered everyone family, whether
you were blood related or an in-law, you were treated as family. He would trav-
el to wherever he needed to be to attend weddings, graduations, ceremonies,
sporting events or anything else the children or grandchildren wanted him to
attend.

Ken is survived by his beloved wife Ruthann (Spaulding) Soderholm of
Wilmington, his children; Ken Soderholm, Jr., Linda Picard, Robert
Soderholm, Wayne Soderholm, Sharon Burzyk, Cindy Drover, Laurie
Taronto & Melody Conner, AnneMarie Webber, Denise DeLuca and
Michael, Anthony, Christopher & Richard DeLuca. He was the grandfa-
ther of 41 and the great grandfather of 27. He was the dear brother of
Marjorie Millea.

Sick Bay reports Major Emeritus Robert N. Cann, Jr. is recovering at
home, under the watchful care of Lady Susan, Visiting Nurses, Occupational,
and Physical Therapy. Your reporter called recently to ask Susan how Bob was
doing and was pleasantly surprised to have the phone answered by Bob. His
attitude is unbelievable, and still has his sense of humor. The doctors never
thought he would do so well. A card, call of visit would be welcomed as he told
me he would love to hear from his Shrine Brothers. Bob’s mailing address is
Post Office Box 183, Suncook, NH 03275. His phone number is 603-463-1211.

A call prior to a visit would be in order.
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