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EDITORIALRecorders Ramblings
This time of year reminds us of the work we have accomplished in mak-

ing Aleppo an example for others to follow and to be thankful for our efforts
in achieving this goal. We have a lot to be grateful for. This year’s success
lies in the fact that each of us gives what we are able and together we make
a difference. Together we have changed the fate of many children and their
families.

I want to thank our office staff, Sheila, Maribel, Tom and Kevin for their
loyalty and expertise. They work to make it possible to communicate and
support our endeavors. Daily, they work together to get business done effi-
ciently and without fanfare. Our facility requires a lot of attention and
enterprising ideas to keep it maintained for our work ahead.

Many times we look back remembering when things were different,
busier and bigger perhaps, and thinking everything has changed. And it’s
true, our numbers are fewer, some of us are older and many have very busy
lives. Our divan and membership committee works continuously to inter-
pret what these changes mean to our future and what actions or programs
will serve our purpose in the best possible way. Let this season remind us
that change happens and we will still help our children, support our hospi-
tals, families, and friendships. Let us work together to find new ways in
which to help Aleppo grow and enjoy each other’s company more often. 

Celebrate the winter season with warm memories of this year’s work and
next year’s promise. Thank you to the Uniformed Units, the Craftsmen and
all others who support Aleppo in thought and deed. The holidays are a time
to look around and appreciate each other.

I hope everyone has a happy and healthy New Year and please make an
effort to reach out to someone in need. You’ll feel better and this world will
be a better place.

Noble Ernest A. Pearlstein 
Aleppo, Recorder 

HOME fires and deaths increase significantly
during the holiday months with more cook-
ing, decorations and open flames.* The

biggest fire risk of all could be your Christmas
tree. That is why Shriners Hospitals for
Children is joining forces with actor Joe
Minoso of NBC’s popular television show
Chicago Fire, to keep families safe from fires
and burn injuries this holiday season, despite
the increased seasonal hazards.

Shriners Hospitals for Children provides
specialized care to children with burns,
orthopaedic conditions, spinal cord injuries
and cleft lip and palate regardless of the
families’ ability to pay. In an effort to edu-
cate families about the increased risks of
fires and burns during the holidays,
Shriners Hospitals has created a new
series of Be Burn Aware Public Service
Announcements (PSAs) and community outreach
events with Joe Minoso.

“We’re all busy over the holidays but a few simple precautions can mean the
difference between life and death for your family,” says Minoso. “Shriners
Hospitals and I want families to enjoy all the decorating and family gather-
ings of the holidays – safely.” 

The PSA series reminds families to take extra precautions with seasonal
activities such as cooking, lighting candles and placement of holiday décor.
One PSA features dramatic footage of a dry Christmas tree igniting in just
seven seconds and demonstrates how watering a tree daily can substantially
reduce the risk of fire and serious injury.

“Our patients and families know Shriners Hospitals takes the role of caring
for kids very seriously and that care goes beyond the walls of our hospitals,”
says Jerry Gantt, chairman of the Board of Directors for Shriners Hospitals
for Children, “Programs like Be Burn Aware help us reach into the community
to help keep kids safe. It’s just another way we send Love to the rescue.”

Shriners Hospitals for Children offers these simple reminders to help fami-
lies Be Burn Aware and stay safe this holiday season:

•  Water trees daily. Discard when dry. 
•  Keep trees away from heaters and flames. 
•  Discard lights with bare wires, frays or kinks. 
•  Never leave lit candles unattended. 
•  Turn pot handles toward the back of the stove

so children cannot reach them. 
•  Never leave a hot stove or oven unattended. 
•  Keep a lid or cookie sheet nearby to cover a pan if it catches on fire. 

To view and download these important Public Service Announcements visit
http://www.dssimon.com/MM/be-burn-aware/. To get more burn and fire safe-
ty information, including educational materials for the entire family, visit
BeBurnAware.org.

* According to the National Fire Protection Association – Home Christmas
Tree and Holiday Light Fires. www.nfpa.org

Christmas Tree Fires
Three Times More Deadly
Than Other Fires


