
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2016 SHRINERS INTERNATIONAL - PAGE 23

HELP WANTED

CRAFTSMEN
Help with minor repairs throughout the

Shrine Center in Wilmington

Setup for Ceremonials and Shows

Come in and lend a hand on
Tuesday Mornings: 7:00am ‘til 9:00am

Free Coffee and Doughnuts

www.massfreemasonry.org

Masonic License Plates
Time’s Running Out!

NOBLES of Aleppo, this may be your last chance to obtain a Masonic
License Plate representing the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. By
having one of these plates, you can promote the brotherhood, dis-

play your pride in the fraternity and support charities such as the
Brotherhood Fund. 

These license plates are available not only to brothers, but also their
friends, family and anyone who supports Massachusetts Masonry. More
specifically, anybody who has a non-commercial vehicle – other than a
motorcycle – registered in the state is eligible to participate. 

Launching this program requires gathering more than 3,000 applica-
tions. We have collected more than 1,500 thus far, so we still have work to
do. 

Fortunately, MW Harvey J. Waugh, Grand Master of Masons in
Massachusetts, has announced the Grand Lodge will be waiving the $40
application fee until the end of 2015. In addition, he has emphasized the
opportunity presented by having one of these plates. 

“If your plate has no special significance, why not display your pride in
being a mason with the new masonic plate?” he noted. 

To apply, interested parties need only fill out the application. When the
plates go into production, applicants will need to pay $20 to transfer to the
new plates. In addition, the renewal fees they pay every two years will
increase to $100 from $60. Once the number of Masonic License Plates sur-
passes 3,000, the initiative will raise more than $60,000 per year. 

For anyone interested, applications are available through the Grand
Lodge website at MassFreemasonry.org/Plate.  

If you have any questions or want more information, please contact:
RW Richard Maggio at 781 953 1640 or rwddgm13@gmail.com.

By NOBLE CHARLES BOVAIRD

By NOBLE CHARLES BOVAIRD

LOOKING for a way to support a Noble cause
this Holiday Season? If so, The Brotherhood
Fund might be the perfect solution. 

By donating money to this fund, which was cre-
ated by Past Grand Master MW Richard J.
Stewart, you can help ensure dedicated resources
are available to help poor and distressed brother
Master Masons, their widows and orphans. In
addition, any contributions are fully tax-deductible
as allowed by law. 

While Masons have a history of helping their
own in time of need, the Brotherhood Fund was
created to ensure the proper resources are available should hardship strike.
This fund is not an endowment, as every dollar it contains, including any
returns, will go toward aiding brothers and their families. 

A perfect example of someone who benefited from the Brotherhood Fund is
Bro. John Rizzo, whose family lost all its possessions in a six-alarm fire that
broke out in East Boston on July 30, 2014. Bro. Rizzo gained publicity for sav-
ing six lives, including that of his then two-year-old daughter, and on July 31,
the Grand Lodge Service Committee found out about the brother’s loss. 

That very afternoon, RW Ernest Pearlstein, Grand Lodge Service
Committee Director and RW Frank B. Gomes, then District Deputy Grand
Master of the First Masonic District, presented Bro. Rizzo with a check. The
brother ended up telling The Trowel that the Brotherhood Fund was very
helpful, assisting his family in starting anew. 

Should a brother or his family encounter hardship, he is not required to
make a request. If his brethren feel he is in need, they can make a request
for him. In addition, eligibility is not limited to Master Masons living within
the Bay State. Members of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts who live in
other jurisdictions, as well as members of other Grand Lodges who live in the
state, can potentially receive assistance. 

If you know a brother who might qualify for aid, feel free to:
call the Grand Lodge Business Manager at 617-426-6040
or email Brotherhood@MassFreemasonry.net
In order to make a donation, please make all gifts out to “M.E. & C.T. – The

Brotherhood Fund” and send to: The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts A.F. &
A.M., 186 Tremont Street, Boston MA 02111. Lodges interested in making
donations should contact RW Will Currier, wcurrier@massfreemasonry.org.

The Brotherhood Fund

AT the December Grand Lodge Quarterly communication, the
Brotherhood fund received a donation in memory of Wor. Robert
“Skip” Trahey.

Rt. Wor. Ernest Pearlstein was most surprised when Noble and Brother
Skip’s family members, Doug and Natalie Peters entered the Recorders office
at Aleppo Shriners and presented him a couple of generous donations for the
Aleppo Shriners Children’s Transportation Fund and the Shrine General
Fund. They also took that opportunity to present a check for the Grand Lodge
Brotherhood Fund.     

Our Brother Skip entered the Celestial Lodge above and his family was so
impressed with the much needed assistance that Wor Trahey received from
his masonic family that a $10,000 donation was made to the Grand Lodge
Brotherhood Fund in his memory.

Wor. Trahey was a Past Master of Somerville Lodge and a dedicated mem-
ber of the Aleppo Clown Unit (Braveheart) and also served as the Chief
Photographer for the Aleppo Shrine Center in Wilmington.

The Grand Lodge Service Committee, under the Director Rt. Wor Ernie
Pearlstein, along with the Brethren of the First, Second, Eighth and
Thirteenth Districts stepped forward to assist Wor. Skip in his time of need.
The work was spearheaded by, Bro. Tom Friberg and Wor. Bob Stanley.
With the efforts of everyone, our Brother was able to keep his home and sleep
easier. 

The Brotherhood Fund is for the assistance of the Brethren of the Craft in
their time of need, and with each donation to the Brotherhood fund, we can
truly help our Brothers.

The greatest of these is CHARITY: for faith may be lost in sight; hope ends
in fruition; but charity extends beyond the grave, through the boundless
realms of eternity.

Worshipful Robert Stanley 
Mount Olivet Lodge

The Extent of Charity

From left to right are: RW Donald Watson, Jr.; RW David
Raymond, Potentate, Aleppo Temple; MW Harvey J. Waugh; RW
Ernest Pearlstein; Wor Robert Stanley; RW Timothy McGavin.


