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A Summer of Memories
As my year as Potentate is coming to an end, I have many good

memories of the work done and events held throughout the year.
Thank you to all of the Nobility and their Ladies for the support
shown and given to me in all aspects of Aleppo Shrine.  

Highlights of the year began for me with the Ceremonial and
Installation in January, followed by the Potentate’s Ball
Weekend in February. For the first time, the Installation of
Shrine Club Officers was held on a Saturday night as a family
event, with much positive feedback. Thanks to the Chief of Staff
and Assistant Chief of Staff for making arrangements for the
many parades held throughout the Spring, Summer and Fall. I enjoyed leading the
parades as Potentate in my go-cart! Thirty-nine new Nobles were initiated at the June
Ceremonial, which was a great accomplishment for the first-line signers. The Potentate’s
Cruise to Bermuda was very relaxing and enjoyed by all who attended. The parade at
Imperial Session in Tampa was hot, but our fellow Nobles from Sahib Shrine came to our
aid by providing a trailer for us to ride on. The parade at the Northeast Shrine
Association Field Days in Fredericton was cold and windy, but those attending had a
great time.

Thank you to all of the Aleppo Shrine Clubs and Units for their Potentate’s Receptions
and invitations to their events.  

The first Aleppo Feztival of Trees was held with great success and hopes for becoming
an annual event, getting bigger and larger each year.

I have attended the Shriners Hospitals for Children – Boston Board of Governors meet-
ings each month. Each meeting I attended enforced what it means to be a Shriner. It was
a distinct feeling of accomplishment each time I was able to present a check at any of
these meetings for transportation of our patients. This year to date, of this writing,
checks have been presented that total close to $400,000. Thanks to everyone for their
donations and time spent for red canning.

Boston Sand & Gravel detailed one of their new cement trucks with the Scimitar and
support of Shriners Hospitals for Children. I worked closely with them to complete this
project. The finished truck was shown at an event at the Hospital attended by staff,
patients and Nobles of Aleppo Shrine. This truck will be seen on the streets of Boston for
approximately 10-15 years.

Upkeep in the building included two new rooftop HVAC units, cleaning of over 300
chairs, new rollers for the bleachers in the auditorium, and
the purchase of new round and rectangular tables.

Thank you to the Recorder and all of the Aleppo employees
for making my year go smoothly. Thank you to the Divan and
their Ladies for their support. I wish you continued success in
your future years. Thank you to my Chief Aide, Assistant
Chief Aide, Personal Aide and all other Aides for your hard
work during the year.

And, obviously, a big thank you to Lady Harriet and my
family for all they have done for me this year. You all helped
make my year a success! 

In Shrine friendship,

Es Selamu Aleikum
Illustrious Ted Polonsky
2016 Potentate, Aleppo Shrine Center

Ted Polonsky
Illustrious Potentate

Pictured from left to right are Roger Metcalfe, Illustrious Ted Polonsky,
Sam Poulten (owner of Radio Station WCAP in Lowell) and Hank
Gilhooly. This picture was taken  at WCAP Studio in Lowell as the presen-
tation of a "Certificate of Appreciation" was awarded to WCAP for their sup-
port of our Beatles Revival show in which they gave us several weeks of free
on-air Public Service Announcements, advertising our show, and gave away
sets of tickets to the show to their listeners. Partly because of their help, the
show was a huge success and sell-out.

Thank You to WCAP in Lowell


