
ON Sunday evening, December 4th, the Cape Cod Fire
Brigade gathered together at the Cape Codder Resort for
their annual Christmas Party. The Nobles, along with

their spouses and significant others, were in for a night of
socializing, frolic, and most importantly fun. There was energy
in the air as the Nobles were fresh off of a very successful
Falmouth Christmas parade, so it didn’t take long for things to
get started. The evening began with a social hour that allowed
members to catch up with each other.  Spouses were introduced
or in most cases reintroduced. There were
stories exchanged about memories of
parades past, the sharing of those unfore-
seen challenges, the foods we eat at certain
parades, and of course good-natured rib-
bing. Laughter filled the air. 

As dinnertime approached, Past
Potentate and Chief of the Cape Cod Fire
Brigade, Jack Grant, welcomed us. Chief
Grant thanked the members for a very
successful year. Our numbers are growing
and we have more and more active mem-
bers. Jack then turned the meeting over to
our longtime member Bob Gold. Bob is
the chef extraordinaire for our monthly
meetings. To say we eat well is an under-
statement. Bob introduced the night’s menu to us. A menu that began with
a served salad of mixed greens, candied walnuts, and blue cheese. Next came
a buffet with an attempting array of choices including Fillets of Beef, Lemon
Chicken with capers in a butter sauce and Scallops au Gratin. The sides
were plentiful and included delicious braised Brussels sprouts with bacon.
I’d never seen them on a buffet before. Food as well as conversation was
plentiful. As desert began, we began our annual Yankee swap. As we had
close to 70 in attendance, we needed to start early. There were a lot of gifts.
As always, there were gifts that everyone wanted and were continually

taken from each other.
The more people took
each other’s gifts, the
funnier it became. This
year’s big item…the
Patriots cooler. Lucky is
the person who ended up
with that. All had a good
time.

It is always wonderful
that we take this break
from our parade sched-
ule and charitable work
each year to gather
together and enjoy each
other.
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Shriners Village is the Web-based community created exclusively for the
Shriners family. Fraternity Members and their Ladies can visit
www.shrinersvillage.com to find information about Shriners Hospitals for
Children®, fraternal programs, membership, temples, Shrine-related
events and breaking news.

THE website contains useful fraternity documents for Nobles to
download, such as the Fez Owners Manual, Membership Toolkit,
Shriner Primer, Shrine Protocol and a pamphlet about the history

of Shriners International. In its short existence, Shriners Village has
become the communication engine for Shriners International.

“Given that there are 325,000 nobles all over the world, Shriners
Village is a fantastic outlet for the fraternity to relay information to its
nobility,” said Jack Jones, executive vice president of Shriners
International. “It is also a great way for Shriners to learn from one anoth-
er so they can help their Temples succeed.”

Shriners Village also has an Events section with information about
Temple fundraisers and other activities. Any registered user has permis-
sion to post an event on the events calendar by clicking on the “Events”
tab and then finding the “Events Calendar” on the left column of the page.
To add an event, use the “Add Event” tab and then click the “Submit
Event” button after the form has been filled out.

The Shriners Village development team will be adding new features to
the website on a regular basis. One of the features will be member pro-
files, where nobles can upload photos and their information similar to
Facebook. This new addition will make it possible for Shriners to find and
contact other members. Also in the works is a new forum feature which
will allow nobles to share ideas and thoughts in a private discussion area.

Visit www.shrinersvillage.com and register so you can be a part of
Shriners’ virtual community.

Become Part of the
Shriners Village Community
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Christmas Party
By MYLES MACKAY


