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ON OCTOBER 28, 2009, Aleppo Fire Brigade members Captain Gary Bartlett and Lieutenant Earl
Bethune once again visited the Marblehead Community Public Charter School. In the spring of last
year, Nobles Bartlett and Bethune collected over half a  million pull-tabs from Mr. BILL SULLIVAN’S
5th grade students. This year the students themselves have lifted the bar even higher! They want to col-
lect one million tabs! Nobles Bartlett and Bethune explained to the students what the pull-tab collection
program is about and how there efforts help with the Children’s Transportation Fund for the Shiners
Hospitals. (Pictured with Nobles Bartlett and Bethune are Mr. Sullivan’s 5th grade students.)

THE NEW officers of the Aleppo Fire Brigade are
from left to right:  Lieutenant Earl Bethune,
Captain Richard Bartlett, Chief Emeritus Wes
Tucker, Chief Ken Zeller, Lieutenant Cliff
Critch, and Captain Gary Bartlett. The photo
is from the Fire Brigade’s 2nd annual clambake
held this past August in York Maine.

HE Aleppo Fire Brigade made a few
announcements at the February 3, 2010
Heads of Units Reenlistment Banquet. A

new fez was presented to the following members:
Chief Emeritus Wes Tucker, Chief Ken Zeller,

Captain Gary Bartlett, Captain Richard
Bartlett, Lieutenant Earl Bethune and
Lieutenant Cliff Critch.

The Aleppo Fire Brigade would like to pass on
this information to all brother Masonic
Firefighters, whether on the job currently or
retired. How would you like to be part of an all fire-
fighter degree team? Contact W. John Know at
781-293-1219 or RW. Bogie Peligian at 781-899-
6494 for more information.

The Aleppo Fire Brigade would like to pass along
well wishes to the following: Arthur List, Steve
Cashman, Phil Zeller, Ralph Quilty, Don
Corson, Dave Perry, Elizabeth Erickson,
Phyllis Melick, Diane Durkee and Janis
Critch.

T

HE young doctor from Springfield walked the
wards of a teeming hospital in Haiti, search-
ing for children whose limbs - and lives - he

could save by ferrying them to Massachusetts for
treatment. His decisions would forever alter the
fortunes of children left battered and broken by last
month’s earthquake.

On Wednesday at nightfall, a corporate jet, its
services provided by an anonymous donor, landed
at Bradley International Airport near Hartford car-
rying eight children - the ones Dr. Ian Goodman
had selected.

“If you let emotions prevail, you would want to
take every single kid you meet there,’’ said
Goodman, a fellow in pediatric emergency medicine
at Baystate Medical Center. “So you just kind of
have to go on autopilot and take your emotions out
of it. You have to find the ones who you can make
the biggest difference in their outcomes.’’

Yesterday, five with mangled limbs were treated
at Shriners Hospital for Children in Spring field.
Two suffering burns were tended to at Shriners
Hospital in Boston. An eighth lay in the intensive
care unit at Baystate.

Goodman said he spoke with the chief of staff at
Shriners in Springfield, and “he seemed pretty opti-
mistic that all of the limbs would be saved.’’

Much as the earthquake that leveled Haiti’s
impoverished capital a month ago today imposed
devastating twists of fate upon its victims, fate has
now turned profoundly for the children, between
the ages of about 2 and 15.

That the children got out of Haiti was against all
odds. It required a passionate doctor, the long-dis-
tance interventions of a Wisconsin executive who
specializes in getting people out of tight spots, and
a phone call to the prime minister’s office.

The 31-year-old Goodman decided to journey to
Haiti after a friend, a nurse named Kim Lucey,
asked him to go. She had already made one trip to
the country to help and wanted to return.

“The Shriners Hospital said, ‘If you can get kids
out to us, we’ll take care of them,’ ’’ Goodman
recounted last night in an interview with the Globe.

They left on Jan. 30, but were not able to get into
the country for three days, finally landing Feb. 2 in

Cap-Haitien, on the northern coast of the island.
Not far away is a town called Milot, the location of
Hopital Sacre Coeur.

In the way that everyone in Haiti marks time
now, there was Sacre Coeur before the quake, a
small medical facility with about 70 beds, and
Sacre Coeur after the quake, a 400- or 500-patient
swarm.

“We saw all the kids who were there,’’ Goodman
said. “I was looking for injuries that had not yet
cost a limb but were in danger of doing so.’’

He identified eight, four boys, four girls.
But nothing is easy today in Haiti, especially for

medical workers seeking to transfer patients to US
hospitals following the arrest of 10 religious work-
ers from Idaho who were attempting to remove chil-
dren from the country for adoption.

One of Goodman’s colleagues at Baystate, Dr.
Joeli Hettler, had given him a telephone number.
It was for a man named Sasha Gainullin.

“She said this guy’s helpful,’’ Goodman said.
Gainullin is vice president of operations for

MyAssist, which helps orchestrate emergency trav-
el assistance, among other services. It is a sub-
sidiary of Noel Group, a Stevens Point, Wis., com-
pany that provides travel insurance, concierge, and
personal assistance services.

MyAssist donated its services, coordinating with
the US and Haitian governments, and working
around the clock to get permission both to take the
children to the United States for medical care and
to ensure that they would return to Haiti when
they were medically stable. They received permis-
sion from the children’s parents, relatives, or legal
guardians.

“Our number one priority was to make sure that
these kids left the country legally and entered the
country legally,’’ said Gainullin, whose company
also donated the flight that will return the children
to Haiti.

“Every roadblock that was put up for us, he was
the one who got it taken down for us,’’ Goodman

said. “They would throw something at us, and you
would call Sasha, and 20 minutes later it would be
taken care of.’’

There was, the doctor said, even a phone call
involving Gainullin, a representative of the hospi-
tal in Milot, and the prime minister’s office.

Wednesday morning, official word arrived: The
children could depart for New England. They were
placed in two ambulances. Five who could sit rode
in one ambulance; three who needed to recline were
in the other. The ride to Cap-Haitien took about an
hour.

“We had to go very slowly because the roads were
not good, and the children were in pain,’’ Goodman
said. Once, an ambulance had to stop so Goodman
could give the children more pain medication.

Aboard the jet, the children watched “The Lion
King’’ and “The Incredibles.’’ They ate Dunkin’
Donuts. One girl nibbled at her first chocolate chip
cookie, plucking the chips out and sharing them
with Goodman.

When the plane landed at Bradley, it taxied into
a hangar.

Dr. Peter Kelly of Wilbraham, president of the
board of the CRUDEM Foundation, a nonprofit
that runs Hopital Sacre Coeur, waited for the
plane, with six ambulances, and stuffed animals for
the children. “It was like a movie - unbelievable,’’
Kelly said. “The plane pulled in - we were just wait-
ing for them. It was really pretty neat.’’

The youngsters, who had never experienced such
cold, were swaddled in blankets, necessary because
the burned children could not tolerate clothes, and
the ones with damaged limbs had bulky metal
devices attached that also made it difficult to fit
them with clothes.

Goodman said it was very likely that all of the
children went to the operating room yesterday to
have dressings changed and wounds cleaned.

Back home in Springfield, the young doctor’s
voice occasionally trailed off in weariness. There
was much he had seen in his eight days on the
island.

“When we were loading the children into the
ambulance in Haiti,’’ he said, “there were parents
following behind us, trying to get their children in,
handing up pieces of paper, telling us the stories of
their children.’’

Defying odds, 8 quake victims arrive in Mass. Children are suffering from burns, limb injuries
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CHIEF EMERITUS WES TUCKER AND CHIEF KEN ZELLER


