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HEN a plane crashed into Daniel
Happy’s Sanford, Fla. home in
2007, his life changed forever.

Daniel sustained second- and third-degree
burns over 95 percent of his body. His par-
ents sustained burns as well. And tragically,
Daniel’s four-year-old sister Gabrielle was
killed in the horrific accident that made
national news.

Only hours after the crash, Daniel was
airlifted from a local hospital to Shriners
Hospitals for Children–Cincinnati. The
burns on Daniel’s body were so extensive he
was not expected to survive but amazingly,
he did. During the next seven months he
spent in the hospital, he underwent multiple
surgeries and grueling physical therapy.
But by the time he was released from the
hospital, he had made tremendous progress.

Daniel’s mother decided it would be in her
son’s best interest to relocate to Cincinnati
so he could continue his treatment. Daniel is
now seen on an outpatient basis at Shriners
Hospitals for Children–Cincinnati. The hos-
pital continues to provide all necessary care
to Daniel, and to all its patients, without
financial obligation. 

When Daniel was ready to return to
school, the hospital’s school re-entry pro-
gram helped ease him back into the school
setting by providing his classmates with les-
sons on empathy and acceptance. 

Extremely outgoing and a good student,
Daniel has flourished at his new school and
has even started a campus-wide fundraising
program called “Happy Tabs for Shriners
Hospitals." The initial goal to collect 1 mil-
lion aluminum can tabs was achieved in just
a few short months. The students then col-
lected a second million tabs, and have con-
nected with dozens of people across the
country who collect tabs on behalf of their
program. The money Happy and his school-
mates collect from the sale of the aluminum

tabs helps provide a variety of items for
patients at Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

In recognition of his accomplishments,
Daniel was recently selected to represent
Shriners Hospitals for Children as a patient
ambassador for the 85th East-West Shrine
Game, which was held January 23, 2010, in
Orlando, Fla. 

As a patient ambassador for the 85th
East-West Shrine Game, Happy represented
the more than 120,000 children currently
receiving care at the 22 Shriners Hospitals
for Children throughout North America. He
attended official East-West Shrine Game
events and take center-field on game-day for
the coin toss. 

The East-West Shrine Game is the
longest-running college all-star football
game in the country. While the teams are
divided by East and West, the players come
together for the beneficiary of the event,
Shriners Hospitals for Children.

An avid and enthusiastic football fan,
Happy was excited to be chosen to be part of
the East-West Shrine Game, and is looking
forward to Game Day. It was another posi-
tive milestone on his road to healing and
recovery.

Daniel is Still Smiling Despite Challenges
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TWELVE-YEAR-OLD Daniel (right,
with friend Drew Goins) receives care on
an outpatient basis at Shriners Hospitals
for Children — Cincinnati. He was
burned on 95 percent of his body when a
plane crashed into his home in 2007.

King Philip Shrine Club

(RIGHT) Nobles
Norman  Rickard
and Paul Ladd were
awarded “Outstanding
Service” plaques for
their tireless efforts in
the King Philip Shrine
Club’s bottle recycling
and pull tabs pro-
grams. Often working
alone, these men have
helped to raise over
$5,000 for the Aleppo
Shriners Children’s
Transportation Fund.

SORTING PULL-TABS at King Philip Shrine Club headquarters are (from
left to right): Nobles Norman Rickard, Paul Ladd, and Richard Green.

INCE there was no article in the last edi-
tion of the Aleppo News, let me start out
by giving a huge thank you to Bob and

Laura Baker for hosting the Cycle Unit’s
Holiday Party. As always, Bob and Wilson
Wong donned their chef hats and provided another out-
standing meal that lasted well into the night. It was
great to get together socially and let it all hang out.
The evening ended with a toast and remembrances of
our brothers who were taken from us during the past year.

Although many may assume that this is the “quiet” time of the year for the
Cycle Unit, nothing could be further from the truth. Even though we aren’t rid-
ing up and down Fordham Road practicing our parade formations, almost
every Tuesday night in the auditorium you will see the members practice var-
ious drills and maneuvers such as the “Iron Cross” or “Keyhole.” These are
designed to develop the abilities needed to make tight corners on narrow
streets and control the bikes at slow speeds.

In addition to riding, maintenance is being performed on the bikes as well as
the Unit Room. If you’ve happened to drop by you’ve noticed that the room has
been dry walled and a barn door installed. The room has also been painted and
if you were taken by surprise when you saw the color, be assured that the
lavender “primer” will be painted over to give the room a more “masculine”
look.

We are also pleased to welcome two new members to our group; Jim
Melanson and Marty Smith. It is great to get some new blood into the unit. 

Also, behind the scenes, the Poker Run Committee has been meeting to look
at their options to see if a run will be feasible for this year and discussions are
already going on regarding this year’s Kid’s Party. Dave & Laura Veo have
again graciously offered the use of their home in Concord.

In conclusion, our heartiest congratulations go out to our own Illustrious
Robert F. Smith for a great year as Potentate. As a unit, we are so proud of
him and the work he has done. Also, congratulations and best wishes to our
new Potentate, Illustrious Jeffrey Arnold. The Cycle Unit, as always, pledges
our support.
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Luncheon for our

Widows
Wednesday, April 21, 2010

Mail your RSVP to the
Aleppo Shriners by April 14, 2010.

Invitation letters will be mailed out soon.

THE CYCLES UNIT swept up after Illustrious Robert
F. Smith after he was retired as Potentate of Aleppo for
2009 at the January 23 Ceremonial.


