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Legion of Honor News
By JOHN BOHLING

S I write this, like all of you, all I can see is
white, white, white, and occasionally-dirty,
snow. Trying to duck this string of snow

storms is like trying to pick dandelions in the medi-
an strip of Route 93 at morning rush hour! The
worst thing about this weather is that by June 15th
we will never remember it. I guess this is how the
supreme architect keeps us in his debt.

As far as the LOH is concerned we are moving
into a new phase as we install a new Commander
for 2011-2012. We, like most units, are faced with
slowly declining numbers. Advancing age and the
slowly moving advancing age and the slowly mov-
ing “Black Camel,” being the major bad guys.
However to paraphrase my good friend John
Pastore of Revere, “we’ll keep pitching till we
win.”

Again we extend a big thank you to Past
Commander Dan Schuldman for stepping up to
take the reins for the last two years to make him
our only two time Past Commander.

By the time this is published we will have had
our “Change of Command” Ceremony at the
Thompson Country Club in North Reading. Again
a big “thank-you” to Past Potentate Fred Shaw
Jr. for arranging this event. I’ll tell you it’s always
nice to have a “rich uncle” among us!!

While we are on the subject of money, we, mean-
ing all Nobles, can help greatly by throwing in a
few dollars for the “Aleppo Flag Fund.”

It costs almost $1,000 a year to replace our 24/7
flags in front of the Shrine Center especially if we
must replace the Aleppo flag. This flag is a $400
expense in itself. We have been able to arrange
with our flag manufacturer to make this flag so it
can be shortened a few times as it wears or frays
from the weather, helping save a few bucks.

There are many Units which have given gener-
ously to this cause while there are others who have
yet to give a dime.

It would be nice if we could live up to our phrase;
“take due notice thereof and govern yourself
accordingly.”

Back to the LOH – our sick call shows P.C. Dan

Schuldman recovering nicely from some minor sur-
gery and P.C. Abram Simmons status has been
changed from MIA to duty in the New England
rehab for some back problems. Rumor has it he
tried to pick up his wallet the wrong way. No wit-
nesses however!

As you all know if you follow my ramblings, I love
baseball facts from the “old days” of the sport,
which is before big TV, money and unions.

One of the most colorful and wackiest of baseball
folks was Bill Veeck. A wealthy man who bought
and sold many baseball clubs. Probably his most
unusual feat was to bring 3’7” midget Eddie
Gaedel up to bat in 1951 as a pinch hitter in the
second game of a double header with the Detroit
Tigers. Unable to control himself, pitcher Bob
Cain walked him on four straight pitches, needless
to say this was the last time a midget ever
appeared at the plate in a major league game!
Would it happen in the
modern politically cor-
rect world?? Who knows?
When Eddie Gaedel
died, Bob Cain was
among the many mourn-
ers. Gaedel was the only
player in major league
history to wear the num-
ber 1/8 on his jersey!!

Veeck also was famous
for taking the 1948
championship pennant,
on the date in 1949 when
his Cleveland Indians
were eliminated form
the pennant race, and
placing it in a grave  in
centerfield, complete
with a horse-drawn
hearse and pine coffin!
Would you see this
today? I doubt it very

much. The color and zaniness which made us love
baseball is gone. Like everything today, money
rules. Thank God I lived in this era!!

I have been asking for the past three issues if
anyone knew what happened to the “House of
David” baseball team. Well, June Clark, wife of our
long time member Frank Clark told me, they both
used to watch them at the old Manning Bowl in
Lynn!! Thanks guys for reliving the good old days.

Next question, who remembers Max Patkin,
another Veeck regular??

‘Till next rime.

A

Left to right are: Past Potentate Fred Shaw, Jr.; Colonel Emeritus
Charles Rivers, Sr.; Robert Durant; Commander Samuel Hoyt
Siggins; Illustrious Potentate Jeffrey Arnold; Quartermaster Bruce
Boulter; and Past Commander John Bohling; in attendance but miss-
ing from photo was Past Commander Daniel Schuldman.

2011 Shrine Club and Uniform Units
Divan Liaison List

John E. Grant, Jr.
Potentate
76 Kelly Road
Hyannis, MA 02601
508-775-6252

Peter A. Simmons
Chief Rabban
155 Sugar Road
Bolton, MA 01740
978-779-6447

Dennis E. Reebel
Assistant Rabban
133A Elm Street
Marlborough, MA 01752
508-485-0126

Richard A. Doherty
High Priest & Prophet
188 Green Street
Reading, MA 01876
781-944-5348

David J. Raymond
Oriental Guide
14 Smith Road
Saugus, MA 01906
781-231-1329

Theodore Polonsky
1st Ceremonial Master
45 Nancy Avenue
Peabody, MA 01960
978-535-4995

Frank J. Mason
2nd Ceremonial Master
75 Skating Rink Rd.
Hyannis, MA 02601
508-771-8482

NAME UNIFORM UNIT SHRINE CLUB CHAIRMAN

Mini-Haulers
Mounted Patrol

Cycles
Chanters
Stewards
Legion of Honor

Pipe Band
Clown Unit
Oriental Band

Fire Brigade
Minutemen
Provost Guard
Lighting

Arab Patrol
Temple Guard
Medical Corps
Brass Band

Rag Tops
Motor Patrol
Activities
Chanters

Cape Cod Fire Brigade
Ritualistic Degree Team
Transportation
Directors Staff

Hillbillies 

Worcester County
Metro West

Fitchburg–Leominster
Gardner
South Shore

Neponset Valley
Charles River
Yacht Club

King Philips
Neponset Valley

Cape Ann
HONS
North Shore

Weary Travelers
Cape Cod
Southeastern MA

Football Chairman

$100 Million Dollar Club

St. Patty’s Day Dance

Widow’s Luncheon
PM Degree Team

DeMolay
Masonic Relations

Plaque Program
Transportation Fund

Don’t Forget To:
“Chuck-A-Buck”

SHOWN PASSING the Colors is Past Commander Daniel
Shuldman (left) to his successor, installed Commander
Samuel “Hoyt” Siggins. In the center is Past Commander
Ralph Frye who was the Master of Ceremonies for the event.

THE LEGIONS Change of Command Ceremony took place
on February 13, at the Thompson Country Club in North
Reading with a morning brunch.
Left to right are: Past Commander Ralph Frye,
Commander Samuel Siggins, 1st Lt. Commander Stanley
Brenner, Past Commander John Bohling, Past
Commander Daniel Schuldman, and Past Commander
Anthony Anello, Sr.


