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Aleppo’s 90th Potentate
Peter A. Simmons

Lowell for Criminal Justice. He has had a successful 26 year
career at EMC and is still going strong. His employer has been
supportive of his Shrine commitments. At the January
Ceremonial he presented Ill. John E. Grant, Jr., with a check for
$5,000 which came from a community service award from EMC.

Peter first got involved with DeMolay when he was a young man and actu-
ally met his beloved wife while she was in Rainbow. His grandfather was a
member of Aleppo before he demitted and moved to Florida.

He was approached by someone at work who asked him about becoming a
Mason and was raised in United Brethren Lodge in Marlborough. He became
a Shriner in 2002 when Ill. Richard E. Johnson was installed Potentate of
Aleppo. 

Peter enjoys riding his Honda Goldwing motorcycle, and since 2004 he has
ridden to several Imperial Conventions, with the longest trip being to the
Imperial in Anaheim in 2007, when he wrote several articles for the Aleppo
News chronicling his trip. He has also ridden to the Northeast Shrine Field
Days, Americade, and Canada.

Other things he does for fun are competitive hockey (he is captain of his
team), and golf when he has time.

What has changed is his involvement in the Shrine. When asked to reflect
on becoming an Appointed Officer on the Divan, Ill. Simmons said he was
apprehensive and never envisioned it happening, and that he was actually
more interested in becoming Captain of the Cycles Unit. Nevertheless, he
decided to accept the position and never looked back. With the unending sup-
port of Lady Karen he has expanded his Shrine involvement over the years.
He became a Shriner in 2002 and has maintained his activity in the Cycles
Unit during his rise up the ranks in the Divan. 

He has taken on the task of Football Chairman for the Annual Aleppo
Shriners All-Star Football Classic and is now in his fifth year in that posi-
tion. He has teamed up with Chief Rabban Dennis Reebel and they are work-
ing on expanding Aleppo’s sports program with an annual hockey game.
They are currently in discussions with the Hockey Coaches Association to
hopefully get it started in 2013. When asked how he is going to handle the
commitments of being Potentate and the football game he said he was “just
going to do it.” The football committee does an incredible job and make the
task as painless as possible.

During his year as Potentate Ill. Simmons wants to help make the Nobility
aware of “making a difference”: that “decisions they make, or don’t make,
have an impact.” He has resolved to lead by example and wants to expand
the use of electronic communication technologies to inform the Nobility and
the public through the website, on Facebook, via Twitter, and through email.

We look forward to seeing Aleppo go full throttle into the future with
Illustrious Peter A. Simmons in the drivers seat.
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