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ALEPPO’S newly appointed officer, 2nd
Ceremonial Master Gary D. Bartlett, has a
lifetime of helping others. A firefighter/EMT

for the city of Marblehead for 24 years, now retired,
and a high school hockey coach for 20 years, he has
helped many. While talking to Gary, he was excit-
ed to tell about the many years he worked for a
small community, where a lot of people know each
other and when going out on calls to help those he
knew and didn’t know. Of the 46 or so other fire-
fighters he worked with, half of them were
Freemasons! He and his fellow firefighters would
speak to children at the schools about fire safety
and see those same children years later when they
would refresh those safety tools.

He is a family man, who at the age of 61, loves
spending time with his grandchildren. Between
him  and his companion Gloria, they have 16 of
them! Gary has three children; Karen, Kelly, and
Paul, who is a Freemason himself.

Gary was raised in 1984 at Philanthropic Lodge
in Marblehead and served two terms on the build-
ing association, a substitute officer, and more
recently two years as Chaplain. He is affiliated
with North Shore Daylight Lodge and is a Past
Senior Warden.

He joined Aleppo Shrine in January 2006 along
with his brother Rick, and you would think that
being a firefighter for all those years he would go
directly into the Fire Brigade Unit;, but no, he and
his brother joined the Aleppo Pipe Band, Gary as a
tenor drummer! He explained that his father was a
Pipe Major in the Marblehead  band, so they joined
the band. After a year stint in the Pipe Band they
felt a natural calling to be in the Fire Brigade so
they both jumped ship and went back to their roots.
Gary enjoys making sure everyone that visits the
Aleppo Shrine Center, be it fellow Nobles or the
public at the many events that take place, are safe.

Gary became a Noble after learning about the
“Greatest Philanthropy” that is Shriners
International. He likes what  the Shriners
Hospitals for Children do for the kids and all that
the Shriners themselves do to facilitate that the
care is of the utmost quality to help and save as
many children as possible.

When Illustrious Richard Doherty approached
him about being appointed, Gary said “Who, me?”
He was caught off guard and a little taken aback.
Naturally, he had to discuss it with Gloria as this is
a big commitment and an honor to serve. They both
agreed that this is a great opportunity to support
the members of Aleppo and the children that we

help.
Currently, Gary is Deputy Chief of the Fire

Brigade, and is helping to get all the members of
the Unit CPR certified. The Unit attends all the
shows at the Aleppo Shrine Center to ensure the
safety of our guests. They have 63 members and
typically have 8 to 10 volunteers for some of the
larger shows who are ready to help those in need.

He is a very active member of the North Shore
Shrine Club and has been the secretary since 2009.
He is also 1st Vice President of the 300 member
Club helping to run events such as the Lobster
Luncheon, held Labor Day Weekend for 150 people.

Being a snowbird is a big part of his retirement,
heading down south to Sarasota, Florida, from
January to March. He knows that his time will now
diminish  somewhat so that he can fulfill his duties
to the Nobility of the Shrine, which he is excited to
do.

When asked what he wants to focus on during his
tenure at Aleppo, he said “bring enthusiasm and
communication to the Nobility, listening to the
members and those who are interested in becoming
members to make Aleppo an organization to be
proud of being part of.” He also wants to be a part

of the membership
team helping to
bring in new mem-
bers.

He is an avid
golfer getting
together once a
week with a group
of his firefighter
buddies to hit some
balls.

While you are
reading this Gary and Gloria are down in Florida
enjoying the Aleppo Snowbird Reunion which he
helped orchestrate with Ill. Doherty. Don’t worry;
he will be sending some photos and an article for
the next newspaper to rub it in!

Aleppo Can Feel Safe Now...
2nd Ceremonial Master Gary D. Bartlett is on the Job!

Gary D. Bartlett was installed as 2nd
Ceremonial Master at the January 2014
Ceremonial by Illustrious Potentate
Richard A. Doherty.

Gary D. Bartlett and Lady Gloria as they
entered the ballroom at the Potentate’s Ball.
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