
MARCH/APRIL 2015 SHRINERS INTERNATIONAL - PAGE 7

continued on page 8

ILLUSTRIOUS RICHARD A.DOHERTY  

ILLUSTRIOUS Sir Richard
A. Doherty, Potentate of
Aleppo Temple, was created

an Aleppo Shriner on June 7,
1987. For about sixteen years
he served as chairman of con-
cessions for Aleppo Circus and
the Rodeo with a staff of forty,
Prior to Illustrious Richards
appointment to the divan, he was appointed an aide
by Illustrious Potentate Richard Shaw He then
served as chief aide to both Illustrious Peter K.
Stone 2005 and Illustrious Alexander D. Campbell
2006. In January 2008 Illustrious Stephen G.
Erickson  appointed him Second Ceremonial
Master. Illustrious Sir Doherty was installed
Potentate on January 25th, 2014

In Illustrious Sir Doherty year as potentate much
was accomplished both operative and speculative
and for his many years of service with the
Uniformed Units and on the Aleppo Divan,
Illustrious Sir Richard Doherty certainly deserves
to receive the Robert Gardiner Wilson, Jr. Medal
for service above and beyond the call of duty.

NOBLE  PAUL J.AGOSTINO 

NOBLE Paul J. Agostino
became an Aleppo
Shriner on November 08,

2003. He joined the Aleppo Rag
Tops in 2003. He is retired and
has been volunteering at Aleppo
ever since. The positive thing for
Aleppo is that whatever he
aspires to do, he brings his Unit
with him. 

You are most likely to find him
in the garage next to the Ticket Office collecting,
cleaning and recycling pull-tabs and cans. He also
served as the Transportation Fund Chairman, has
been very successful on the Circus committee, as
well as a dedicated volunteer for the local Veterans
Association in Wilmington. If all of that is not
enough, on weekends you will find him at a local
supermarket with a red can collecting for the
Shrine Hospitals and the Aleppo Shriners
Children’s Transportation Fund. 

For his dedication to the Shrine and his twelve
years of service to Aleppo, it is most appropriate to
present to Noble Paul J. Agostino, the highest
award in Aleppo Temple, the Robert Gardiner
Wilson, Jr. Medal, for service above and beyond the
call of duty.

AT the El Jebel Installation of their 2015 Divan
and officers, retiring Potentate Phil Hause desig-
nated Noble Nils Nordberg as “Shriner of the

Year” for 2014. Nils has been an Associate Member of El
Jebel for six years, since he and his Lady, Linda moved
to Louisville, Colorado from Harvard, MA.

Nils is Director of the Chanters of El Jebel, and has
worked diligently to expand the role of the Chanters in
meetings, ceremonials, parades and funerals, and per-
forming in support of Blue Lodges at installations and
third degrees. The Chanters were designated “Unit of
the Year” for 2013 by Past Potentate Matt Raia.

Nils has supported El Jebel’s hospital fund-raising at
National IHOP Free Pancake Day as captain at the
Superior Marketplace IHOP, recruiting volunteers and
greeting IHOP’s customers, encouraging them to con-
tribute to supporting our hospitals. 

In addition to leading the Chanters in singing the
National Anthem El Jebel’s Shrine Circus, Nils has been
a leading seller of advertising in the circus program book
and has served as a circus usher.

Nils has been active in support of El Jebel’s
Sportsmen’s Raffle, earning a “Noble 500” pin for his
sales of raffle tickets in each of two years. He also has
been coordinator of parking at the raffle, and in 2014 led
a team that reclaimed parking spaces by removing
brush and re-striping the area.

When then Chief Rabban Hause mentioned to Nils in
2013 that he would like to take a group of Shriners to
visit one or more Shriners’ Hospitals and see some light-

Aleppo’s Noble
Nils Nordberg

is El Jebel’s 2014
Shriner of the Year

EL JEBEL Potentate Phil Hause presents
“2014 Shriner of the Year Award” to Aleppo
Noble Nils Nordberg.

Robert Gardiner Wilson, Jr. Medal
NOBLE JOHN D. BETTS

NOBLE John D. Betts
became a Shriner in
Aleppo Temple on June

06, 1981. He has been most active
as an Assistant Boss Clown.
Currently, Noble Betts is very
involved with the development of
various unit skits and gags for
our circuses and our beloved
Aleppo Clowns.

We have been well entertained by many clown
characters of noble Jack but the one that always
stands out is his parade performances with Jeff
Corville as Laurel and Hardy. 

Noble Betts is always willing to lend a hand. He
was responsible for the very successful Hunted
House program we use to host and he is well appre-
ciated for his designs of the costumes for the great
Puffer Bellies performances by the clown unit. .     

For his dedication to the Shrine and his many
years of service to the values we stand for, it is
highly desirable to present to Noble John D. Betts 

The highest award in Aleppo Temple, the Robert
Gardiner Wilson, Jr. Medal, for service above and
beyond the call of duty.

NOBLE JAMES A. MANNINEN 

NOBLE James A. Manninen of Walpole, MA became a
Shriner on November 01, 1973. He joined the Trustees of
the permanent Fund at Aleppo Shrine Center and made

has made an immediate impact. His prior skills and leadership
has been truly a refreshing addition towards our endeavors at
our Shrine Center. He provided the necessary enthusiasm and
dedication and continues to bring new innovation to its opera-
tion.

Noble Jim’s positive approach and eagle eye has gained us a
comfortable place in our minds for a successful future for Aleppo
Shrine Center. 

I am pleased to announce, for his dedication to the Shrine and
his many years of service it is fitting that Noble James A.
Manninen is qualified to receive the highest honor that can be
bestowed upon an Aleppo Noble, the Robert Gardner Wilson, Jr.
Medal for service above and beyond the call of duty.


