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HOW does one react when they are asked to
describe themselves? It’s usually a hard one to
answer. When Illustrious David J. Raymond,

Aleppo’s 93rd Potentate, was asked he responded very
promptly, matter of factly and to the point: “no non-
sense,” “no drama,”“down to earth,” “a do-er,” “a per-
son who won’t ask anyone to do anything he won’t do
himself.” These answers are indicative of how Ill.
Raymond will conduct himself as the 93rd Potentate of
Aleppo Shriners.

David grew up at
the Aleppo Shrine
Center, his father,
John C. Raymond,
was a Shriner and
was also building
manager in the late
1970’s. His daughter
Jenna has been run-
ning around the audi-
torium as a little kid
just like he did. She is
now 16 and following
in her parents foot-
steps she is now a
Worthy Advisor of her
Rainbow Assembly.
Most recently she
presented her father
with a check for
$1,000 for the Aleppo Shriners Children’s
Transportation Fund, proceeds from the booklet she
created and sold that incorporated the Masonic and
affiliated locations in Massachusetts as her Worthy
Advisors project.

His Lady Robin has been very active in Rainbow and
is having fun organizing luncheons and is a great
speaker as evident at the January Ladies Luncheon.

Dave has been hard at work since he was voted to
the Aleppo Divan, being very active in the recent roof
project and septic pump chamber replacement. There
have also been numerous other smaller projects at the
Shrine Center going on and others in the works. He is
also excited to continue the other building improve-
ments and is working closely with the other Divan
members to keep the momentum going and make this
a destination and attract more clients to rent out the
space. The Aleppo Divan is committed to working as a
team, as a board of directors to make sure that not
only the Fraternity and membership flourishes but
the future of the building is solid as well.

During his time as Potentate he looks forward to vis-

93rd Aleppo Potentate
Ill. David J. Raymond

iting all the Shrine Clubs and Units and say-
ing thank you to all the hard working Nobles.
He is proud to welcome the newest official
Unit, the Kustom Karts. Until this past
January they were under the hospices of the
Aleppo Cycles, congratulations.

Dave joined the Craft in 1993 and the
Shriners in 1995 where he joined the
Director’s Staff. He has had the utmost sup-
port from his family, with them taking part in
as many activities along his side. Some activ-
ities are in the works to incorporate more of
the Ladies and families so they can also be a
part of the Aleppo family. This year there is
an Aleppo Yearbook in the works, Ill. Dave
invites all the Nobility to take part in it and
get their photo taken with their Lady. Each
Noble will receive a phone call from
Summerfield Studios to schedule their photo
shoot.
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