
ON January 8, 2015, we returned from or win-
ter/holiday sabbatical and period of hiberna-
tion for some of us. Somehow the time off

always re-energizes us and makes us look forward
to the events of the upcoming year. Our first
rehearsal was sparsely attended but our second
rehearsal on January 15, 2015 practically saw a
full house of members attending and was graced
with the presence of Band Member, Steve
Cappers, who came down from Maine (despite
some inclement weather) to deal with a few matters
and join us for the rehearsal. Steve also informed
us that he had recently been made director of the
Kora Oriental Band and that he was looking for-
ward to working with them. We all congratulated
Steve on his new position and wished him the best
in it - though we also reminded him that we would
be competing against him and his Band at the
Northeast. Such competitions are always friendly
and Steve accepted the challenge graciously and
understandingly. We are confident that the Kora
Oriental Band is in good hands with Steve as its
Director  and look forward to hearing many good
things about his stewardship.

We forgot to mention that, last year at the
Northeast Convention, Band Member, Eric Holt,

was also elected to the position of First Vice
President of NESOBA and we congratulate him in
this regard. As such, we not only dominate the
Northeast in our performances but also in our rep-
resentation on the NESOBA Line of Officers with
Band Member, Ron Henderson, being the current
President, Band Member, Jon Lapomardo, being
the current Secretary/Treasurer, and Band
Member, Eric Holt, being First Vice President. This
is quite an accomplishment and we are proud of the
roles that these Members have assumed.

The News Article for this time of year is always
the most difficult one to write. The time of year is
mostly spent getting ourselves back into shape in
anticipation of the upcoming Parade Season.
Whether it is a matter of rehearsing or sprucing up
or repairing instruments or uniforms - this is the
time of year that it all gets done.  During the time,
several of our members invariably fly to warmer
areas but, by the time April rolls around, most have
returned and are re-invigorated from their travels.

We did participate in the January Ceremonial
and had an enjoyable time doing so. Again, we con-
gratulate the New Divan members and look for-
ward to having an enjoyable year with them.

Our Annual Business Meeting will undoubtedly
be held before the next Aleppo News and indica-
tions are that we did well this year and that the
books and the band remain solvent. We are all,

nonetheless, looking forward to the substantial
raises in compensations that we have been prom-
ised for years.  

We wish everyone an enjoyable parading season
and encourage everyone to remember why we do it
and what great benefit comes from it for those in
need of the efforts we support. That thought makes
the efforts all that more meaningful and enjoyable.

As usual, the entrance to the tents of our oasis
always remains open to heartily and warmly
receive any Nobles
who, in their deserts of
indecision, are search-
ing for a Unit to join. In
return for a lifetime
commitment of yourself
(and your family – they
will love you for doing
it for them) to the band
we offer an experience
of fun and camaraderie
that cannot be matched
anyplace else. Come by
and see what it is all
about. You will never
figure it out or fully
appreciate it unless you
are a part of it. It is
truly something very
special and (in case it is
not obvious) musical
skills are not a requirement or necessary.

In the meantime, please be reminded that the
most current band news and videos may be found
at our website which is frequently updated. We
hope that you will enjoy our website and its various
links and will return to it frequently for updates.
The website is located at the first address below
and our YouTube site (which includes the videos) is
found at the second address below:

http://www.oband.mysite.com
http://www.youtube.com/aleppoorientalband
Email us at: WebSheik@juno.com
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CELEBRATING OUR 63rd YEAR  
Rehearsals on Thursdays at 6:30 PM
From the First Thursday in January
To the Third Thursday in November

Oriental Band Room
Second Floor

99 Fordham Road
Wilmington, Massachusetts 01887-0578

Exit 39 off Interstate 93

Visit our website at: 
http://www.oband.mysite.com

http://www.youtube.com/AleppoOrientalBand
By THE ORIENTAL BAND SCRIBE

Hibernation


