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2015 Shrine Club and Uniform Units
Divan Liaison List

David J. Raymond
Potentate
14 Smith Road
Saugus, MA 01906
781-231-1329

Theodore Polonsky
Chief Rabban
45 Nancy Ave.
Peabody, MA 01960
978-314-4019

Frank J. Mason
Assistant Rabban
75 Skating Rink Rd.
Hyannis, MA 02601
508-771-8482

Harlan Woods
High Priest & Prophet
12 Chapman Road
Wakefield, MA 01880
781-245-8048

Robert E. Havener
Oriental Guide
18 Pinehurst Ave.
Natick, MA 01760
508-651-3117

Gary D. Bartlett
1st Ceremonial Master
134 Lafayette St.
Marblehead, MA 01945
781-548-9099

Robert S. Johnson
2nd Ceremonial Master
37 Garden Dr.
Litchfield, NH 03052
603-429-3369

NAME UNIFORM UNIT SHRINE CLUB CHAIRMAN

Arab Patrol
Mounted Patrol
Pipe Band

Stewards
Clowns
Provost Guard
Swing Band

Legion of Honor
Lighting Unit
Mini-Haulers
Medical Staff

Cape Cod Fire Brigade
Minutemen
Rag Tops
Director’s Staff

Ritualistic Degree Team
Oriental Band
Brass Band

Chanters
Motor Patrol
Transportation
Krazy Karts

Fire Brigade
Temple Guard
Activities
Cycles

Cape Ann

HONS
Hillbillies

Cape Cod
Weary Travelers
Southeastern MA

Gardner
King Philip

Charles River
Neponset Valley

Yacht Club
Metro West
Worcester County

North Shore
South Shore

PM Degree Team

Widow’s Luncheon

Plaque Program

Widows – Asst.
Transportation Fund

New Year’s Day Party

NOBLE Wally
Bayliss and his
grandson Ben

Saim, 12, have been col-
lecting pull-tabs for the
past year from locations
all around Lowell. Wally
had collection boxes that
were built with the help
of students at Greater
Lowell Technical High
School at local markets,
senior centers clubs and
many other places. Once
a month he and Ben
would drive around to the
locations and collect the
tabs, leaving the collec-
tion box and returning
the following month.

Over 400 Pounds of Pull-Tabs!

Brass Band Broadcast
march by Noble George Linus Cobb (1886-1942) entitled Across the Hot
Sands. Noble Cobb was a composer from Somerville, MA who wrote over
200 marches and ragtime compositions, many of which achieved national
prominence at the time and which were recorded by the Victor Military
Band as well as by other professional ensembles. His most famous work was
The Russian Rag, based on the opening motif of Prelude in C-Sharp Minor
by Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873-1943). But he also wrote a march which is
very special to the musicians, past and present, of the Aleppo Brass Band.
This was Across the Hot Sands March, published in 1921 by the Oliver
Ditson Company of Boston (a leading music publisher at that time), and the
piece was dedicated to Louis Harlow, our Band’s first conductor, who was
affectionately known as “The Skipper” to the Aleppo musicians who played
under his baton. While Harlow was less well-known nationally than Walter
Milton Smith, who succeeded him as the musical director of the Brass
Band (known in those days as the Aleppo Fife and Drum Corps), he built
the ensemble from humble beginnings to what was described by the Miami
News and Metropolis as a “moving symphony orchestra” when the Band
performed in that city on April 30, 1928.

Anticipating the arrival of over 1000 members of the Aleppo Nobility
(including some 226 musicians from the Aleppo Fife and Drum Corps) the
Miami News and Metropolis reported in its November 22, 1927 edition
that… the Aleppo Temple drum corps… having long outgrown the drum
corps stage is said to be the largest fraternal band in the world. So large is
the organization that besides its leader, Louis Harlow… the drum corps has
a semaphore sergeant, who flashes electric signals as directions to the musi-
cians. The semaphore, which is in reality, an electric baton, is one of the
inventions of Louis Harlow (MNM, November22, 1927, p. 16).

As the end of April, 1928, approached and the date for the Imperial
Council Session drew nigh, Miami News and Metropolis again reported on
the unique character of the eagerly anticipated arrival of the Aleppo ensem-
ble in the April 30, 1928 edition that… there are… drums so big that they
have to be dragged along on a rubber tired cart…. There are banjos and
trombets, cousins of the trombone, contra-bassoons, bass sarrusophones
and other high sounding instruments. (MNM, April 30, 1928, p. 8). On the
same page there were drawings of the musicians playing the specially car-
ried rope tension drums along with a sketch of Noble H. L. Wheater play-
ing the contra-bassoon, along with five members of the Aleppo Drum Corps
“Artillery Division.”

Moreover, Louis Harlow’s musical talents were not only confined to
Aleppo. He freely gave of his musical expertise and in the May 2013 edition
of Bektash News, it was noted by Noble Ron Parsons of Bektash Temple
that their drums corps (established in 1916, just one year after Aleppo’s)
was assisted by Harlow “…who instructed Bektash members in the rudi-
ments of drumming and becoming proficient with the fife and bugle.”
(Bektash News, Vol. XXVI, No. 5, May, 2013, p.23).

It is therefore very fitting and appropriate that along with other nostalgic
musical selections, that we anticipate placing Across the Hot Sands March
by our own Noble George L. Cobb and dedicated to our first “skipper,” Noble
Louis Harlow in a prominent place in the Band Concert segment of the
January Ceremonial, perhaps also as a part of the music to accompany the
grand presentation of the Uniform Units. The score has been revised and
edited to accommodate the modern instrumentation of the present Aleppo
Brass Band, but retains all the toe-tapping and spine-tingling character of
Noble Cobb’s original work. 

We, the members of the Aleppo Brass Band of 2015, are truly grateful for
the opportunity we have today to stand on the shoulders of those fine musi-
cians of years past, who left us a truly remarkable legacy. Of course, the
entire concert will not consist of only vintage pieces. This is, after all, 2015
and not 1915. Therefore, we eagerly look forward to presenting a musical
potpourri which reflects both the rich heritage of the past and the contem-
porary sounds of today’s compositions.

IN an effort to support National Burn
Awareness Week February 1-7, 2015,
we were fortunate to have local fire-

fighters, from the S.A.F.E. (Student
Awareness of Fire Education) program
visit Shriners Hospitals for Children in
Springfield, Mass. This visit has been an
annual event for 20 years with many fire-
fighters teaching patients and families life-
saving burn awareness tips in a fun way. 

On February 3, thirteen firefighters and
Sparky the Fire Dog interacted with
patients in the hospital’s outpatient
department by teaching them about fire safety. The firefighters handed
out bright pencils that change color with the heat of your hand, mini col-
oring books and even quizzed patients on what to do in case of a fire or if
their clothes were on fire. Each patient was also given a bright red fire-
fighter’s hat to take home as a reminder of the tips they were taught to
stay safe and be aware.

Throughout the week, a burn awareness display was set up in the hospi-
tal lobby, and each day a new tip was featured. The display provided com-
plimentary burn prevention materials including age-appropriate activity
books, posters and fact sheets for visitors, patients, their families, and staff
to take home with them.

For more information about our year-long Be Burn Aware campaign,
please visit our website:

www.ShrinersHospitalsForChildren.org/BeBurnAware.

Hospital Welcomes Local Firefighters
to Help Kick-off Burn Awareness Week

After starting this in January 2014 Wally and Ben brought their haul to the
Aleppo Shrine Center to be turned in for monies to help the Aleppo Shriners
Children’s Transportation Fund. More than 400 pounds of tabs!

Great job Wally and Ben, we look forward to seeing how many
pull-tabs you bring us next year!


