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ON Thursday evening, January 14, 2016 the
Aleppo Rag Top Motor Unit held a business
meeting for the purpose of reading and

approving annual reports of the Secretary,
Treasurer, and Auditors. It was reported to the
unit that in 2015, two of our members were taken
by the Black Camel. Noble Solon Anezis passed
away on April 30, 2015; and Noble Russell C.
Engstrom – our oldest member at age 97 passed
on August 27, 2015. As is the tradition of the unit,
their names will be added to the unit wall room
with a donation being made in their memory to the
Aleppo $100 Million Dollar Club. Our brethren and
Nobles will be missed from our ranks.

The year 2015 has been a busy parade/Tour of
Duty season, with the Unit participating in the
three Aleppo Ceremonials and ten locally-spon-
sored parades. A select number of unit members
attended the Shriners International Imperial
Session in Houston, TX (July), and the Northeast
Shrine Association Annual Field Days in Lewiston,
ME (August). The membership supported the
parade season with an average of four cars and
members per parade; a total of 33 man-appear-
ances. Although our cars are safely away for the
winter months, it won’t be long before we are tak-
ing them out and preparing them for the 2016
parade season.

During the business
meeting, the Unit’s mem-
bership has once again
continued its long-stand-
ing support of Aleppo
charities. By vote of the
unit, donations have
been made to the follow-
ing: Aleppo Children’s
Transportation Fund
Hospital Plaque Program
(19th year); advertise-
ments for the Aleppo
Shriners Circus, and the

Football and Hockey Program ad books, and to the
Aleppo Heritage Fund (6th year). These presenta-
tions were made by the Unit to Ill. Ted Polonsky,
Potentate, at the Heads of Units meeting and Re-
enlistment Dinner.

On Saturday, January 16, 2016 the members of
the Rag Top Motor Unit enjoyed the Ritualistic
Degree Team and their degree work during the
ceremonial. Paul D Watts, Jr. – son of our 1st
Lieutenant – Secretary Noble Paul Watts was a
candidate to Aleppo Shrine. He was raised a
Master Mason in Scimitar Lodge AF&AM (UD) on
Wednesday evening, January 13, 2016 by his
father. Members of the Unit witnessed his journey
into Shrinedom on Saturday – Paul Jr., along with
the other members in his class from Scimitar
Lodge, Bros. David Harding Oro and Dean
Craig Gianoulis – the FIRST class of candidates
in the new lodge held in the Aleppo Shrine Center.
Several Rag Top members were present to witness
both the third degree and the ceremonial degree
work. Noble Paul, Jr. was fezzed that afternoon by
his mother, Diane Watts.

At the ceremonial, Ill. Potentate David J.
Raymond, began reciting a Noble’s masonic and
shrine history – and announced that Noble Bruce
R. Dickey, Past Captain was being presented with
the Robert Gardner Wilson, Jr. Meritorious Service
Award – the highest honor bestowed upon a Noble
of Aleppo Shriners. Noble Bruce received his award
for his countless hours of service with his work on
the can and Pull-Tab program, a dedicated member
of Roger’s Raiders, his Unit work with the Rag
Tops, and his service to Aleppo serving on the
Board of Directors for the Aleppo Shrine Activities,
Inc. as well as other activities. Noble Bruce
received his award from Ill. Raymond; while his
family witnessed the presentation from the stands
– his Lady Barbara; daughter Diane Watts, her
husband and Noble Paul Watts and grandson,

Noble Paul Watts, Jr.,
and sons Bruce, Jr. and
Paul Dickey. The unit
offers its congratulations
to Bruce as a recipient of
the Wilson MSA and
wishes him the best in all
his future endeavors.

The unit offers its con-
gratulations to our mem-

bers on their recognitions for the time and service
they provide to Aleppo Shriners and our many
causes.

In 2015, the Rag Top Motor Unit remained a very
active unit at Aleppo – and we look forward to con-
tinuing these efforts into 2016. Small in member-
ship numbers (19 members), this unit provides a
great impact on Shriners and our daily activities,
and this past year has been no exception. Of the
many activities the unit is involved in, all require
additional people to give of their time and energy so
that these programs are a success for Aleppo
Shriners.

The Rag Top Unit still has out its shingle – HELP
WANTED and MEMBERS WANTED on the Unit’s
door! The Rag Top Unit will again be working
behind the leadership of Captain Roger Metcalfe,
as he has been appointed by the potentate to be the
2016 Circus Chairman; and is working to bring a
class-act show again to Wilmington during April
school vacation week. Help from ALL of Aleppo’s
Units and Shrine Clubs will be greatly appreciated.
The more hands, the less work – AND LOTS OF
FUN AT THE SAME TIME. Roger is promising a
very exciting time at this year’s circus; so come out
and support this annual event.

The Rag Top Unit is always in search of new
members. The Rag Top Unit is open to all members
of Aleppo Shriners. Motorized, street-legal vehicles
are to be personally-owned and cared for by the
members. Production convertible-top or a vehicle
altered by its owner to be a convertible-style are
recommended; but, the Unit will entertain mem-
bership from Shriners with antiques, classic, mus-
cle cars, etc. for participation in the Unit.  

As the vehicles are privately-owned, the vehicle
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Member Recognition 2016

ON January 30 2016 the Aleppo clowns under the direction of Joe “Joko
Koko” Kohen Assistant Boss Clown led a fantastic tour of the Shriners
Hospitals for Children–Boston. This event was a membership and aware-

ness event designed to expand knowledge of what the Shiners and Masons are
all about. 

In November 2015 the Aleppo clown unit discussed what they could do to help
in the recruitment of Clowns as new openings were about to come available.  As
the discussion continued it was felt that if we wanted new members we needed
to reach out to all different members of the Shriners, Masons, and the Public. It
was felt that bringing knowledge about who the Shiners are should be our focal
point and what better way to do that than bring Nobles, Masons, their Ladies
and the Public to the heart of our organization. 

Donald “Angus” Coutoumas, Assistant Boss Clown, and his Lady Linda
took the lead in promoting this event in the media. They reached out to the
Boston Newspaper Group and had front page articles printed in many of the
local town newspapers. They also sent fliers to the secretaries of the Blue
Lodges. Many of our members throughout the Shrine also brought fliers and
spoke to members of their Blue Lodges, and I am personally thankful to each
and every one of you. On Tuesday, January 26 at the LOI in Worcester MA
through the help of Wor. Jeff Ross, Master of Boylston Lodge, William
“Chuckles” Peterson, Boss Clown, was given floor time to speak on this event.
The reception and interest of the brothers was more than I could have hoped for.
It truly reinforced what I have always said that we are all children of the same
parents. This is an event that concerns all of us and we are going to continue
this two and maybe three times a year. 

As the day approached we were fast filling up our available transportation
availability. Donald “Bus Driver” Morse, Past Boss Clown, headed our bus

The Clown Unit Reaches Out
By CHUCKLES

BOSS CLOWN                                   
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