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HELP WANTED

CRAFTSMEN
Help with minor repairs throughout the

Shrine Center in Wilmington

Setup for Ceremonials and Shows

Come in and lend a hand on
Tuesday Mornings: 7:00am ‘til 9:00am

Free Coffee and Doughnuts

THE Aleppo Clowns attended the 2017 Northeast Clown Institute in
Plymouth, MA during the weekend of January 20-22. It was a very suc-
cessful event, with 174 registered clowns and wannabee Joeys from

across the United States and Canada. They came from all over, as far away as
Florida and Nova Scotia. The 28th Annual NCI filled the Hotel 1620 Plymouth
Harbor with education on makeup, costumes, magic, balloons and fun, fun,
fun.  

The President of NCI is Aleppo Noble Ted “Pea-pa” Dowling who runs the
show and does a tremendous job of coordinating the many workings at the
hotel. The Dean of NCI is Aleppo Noble Gordon “Bondo” Lauzon who sets
up the class schedules and education. There were twenty-eight Aleppo clowns
attending, including Past Dean and
instructor David “Do-No” Newcomb,
Recorder Ernest “Rollo” Pearlstein,
instructors Scott “Snarfie” Lakin,
George “Joy” Hebert, David “High
Tower” Sullivan, Joe “Joko-Koko”
Kohen and twenty-two other clowns
registered as students.  

The opening ceremony began with the
welcoming remarks by Ed "Pea-Pa"
Dowling, President, and Gordon
“Bondo” Lauzon, Dean. After the open-
ing ceremony, the students dispersed
into their respective classes and activi-
ties. A balloon competition was held in
the late afternoon, followed by a deli-
cious buffet dinner. Entertainment was
provided by Joy the Magical Clown,
who put on a fantastic show. Joy is also
known as Noble George Hebert, an
Aleppo clown with over 45 years of
clowning experiences. After his per-
formance, Joy introduced Sheila, a for-
mer patient at Shriners Hospital in
Springfield, MA and former queen of
the Shrine Football Classic in Boston.
She shared her testimonial with the audience, and what a great story it was!
This was a treat for all of the attendees of the NCI 2017.  

Afterwards, Joy was surprised to discover that this year’s NCI was dedicated
in his honor. There were tears in his eyes and joy in the hearts of all present.
This was a truly wonderful evening for everyone. 

The hospitality room was open every night, offering goodies, beverages and
a packed room full of smiling faces. Saturday, classes continued and first-year
students applied makeup with the assistance of mentors. Forty-two novice
clowns applied makeup in every style, whiteface, auguste and hobo/tramp.
They looked terrific. It's quite an experience to witness the joy and excitement
of a first-year Joey with a first look at themselves “in face.” The mentors
earned points for their NCI Craftsmen and Master Clown certificates and they
made new friends and clown colleagues for life.  

Saturday afternoon, the clowns dressed and lined up to be evaluated by a
panel of judges who had previously completed the judging course. The judges
included ISCA Past President RC Cain from Yaarab Shrine in Atlanta and
current ISCA President Harry Moore, who travelled from ACCA Shrine in
Virginia for the weekend.     

At the closing ceremony on Sunday morning, four clowns were awarded
Master Clown status and thirteen others reached Craftsmen Clown status.
These distinctions are awarded for amassing points for participation at NCI
and for competition achievements. Congratulations to one and all for your ded-
ication and hard work.

On Sunday morning, an auction was held with auctioneer Noble Ernest
“Rollo” Pearlstein wielding the microphone. This year's auction earned $863.
Following the auction, Shrine Units from around the country brought their

donations to present to ISCA President Harry
Moore, who was honored to receive them. The
Institute, along with several Shrine Units and other
NCI friends made donations in support of this won-
derful cause. The grand total received for the Sneaker
Fund was $13,253.00. Fantastic work by the Shrine
Clowns and their friends! Proceeds for the Sneaker
Fund support burns research.

For information on this exceptional annual event,
go to www.clowninstitute.com.  The Northeast Clown
Institute is always the third full weekend of January.
Next year will be the twenty-first year at the same
Plymouth location. The dates are Jan. 19-21, 2018. Registration opens around
September first. Register early. This event sells out every year. Until NCI
2018, have fun clowning and as always, keep smiling.

Aleppo Clowns at the 2017 Northeast Clown Institute
By NOBLE DAVID P. NEWCOMB


