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disappointed. In the main lobby, there was fried
dough, sno-cones, soda, and popcorn to be had. If
that wasn’t enough, the kitchen had plenty of ham-
burgers and hotdogs to sate even the most vora-
cious appetite. There was simply no way to avoid
getting something!

After the customary introductions by the ring-
master (or ringmistress, really) Miss Adriana, the
miniature horses came out under the direction of
Andrei Markov for some acrobatics. On closer
inspection, these were not your average miniature
horses, but rather some very confused Scottie dogs.
A horse is a horse, of course, of course (except when
it’s a dog). After this humorous dogrobatics, it was
time for some acrobatics with the Anastasini
Brothers, who displayed some fabulous feats of bal-
ancing on feet. Not to be outdone, Ms. Helena, Ms.
Khiara, and Ms. Coca wowed the crowd with some
three-ring hula-hooping madness.

Now, the Royal Hanneford isn’t all spectacle; it is
also a very artistic and cultured organization. To
that end, the next piece was a display of equestrian
dressage with Olissio, his horse, and Ashley. In
more traditional circus fare, Ms. Irene soared aloft
on the Cloud Swing, and TJ Howell juggled balls
and glow-in-the-dark pins. In another fantastic dis-
play of gymnastics, the Bilea Troup performed with
the Russian bar, which is a portable flexible beam
carried by two other people, finishing off with a
flaming hoop. 

Next was the diabolo, which evolved from the
Chinese yo-yo, but I bet no one has tried to use four
at a time, or one that is four feet long and about two
feet in diameter, except for the Alvarez Family. Not
to be outdone, the Shrine Clowns came out with
The Human Catapult. To quote directly from the
act, “it was a short flight.” Following that perform-
ance, the Zamperla-Zoppe Gypsy Riders performed
gymnastic stunts with a live gymnastics horse.

After all that excitement, it was time for a break,
but just because it’s intermission doesn’t mean
there’s nothing to do; this is the Aleppo Shrine
Circus, after all! The circus train, bounce house,
and elephant rides kept the kids (and a few adults)
occupied, and there were plenty of goodies available
to eat, thanks to the volunteers. One must always
be quick, though, as the excitement of the second
half is due to begin at any moment!  

After the brief intermission, there was a sleight-
of-body display from quick-change artists The
Truly Amazing Bileas. Now, it’s pretty easy for we
as rational individuals to think we can figure out
the trick: if the clothing gets shorter and shorter, it
would seem to be an obvious gimmick, but when the
performer changes from shorter to longer clothing
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