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Shriners Village is the Web-based community created exclusively for the
Shriners family. Fraternity Members and their Ladies can visit
www.shrinersvillage.com to find information about Shriners Hospitals for
Children®, fraternal programs, membership, temples, Shrine-related
events and breaking news.

THE website contains useful fraternity documents for Nobles to
download, such as the Fez Owners Manual, Membership Toolkit,
Shriner Primer, Shrine Protocol and a pamphlet about the history

of Shriners International. In its short existence, Shriners Village has
become the communication engine for Shriners International.

“Given that there are 325,000 nobles all over the world, Shriners
Village is a fantastic outlet for the fraternity to relay information to its
nobility,” said Jack Jones, executive vice president of Shriners
International. “It is also a great way for Shriners to learn from one anoth-
er so they can help their Temples succeed.”

Shriners Village also has an Events section with information about
Temple fundraisers and other activities. Any registered user has permis-
sion to post an event on the events calendar by clicking on the “Events”
tab and then finding the “Events Calendar” on the left column of the page.
To add an event, use the “Add Event” tab and then click the “Submit
Event” button after the form has been filled out.

The Shriners Village development team will be adding new features to
the website on a regular basis. One of the features will be member pro-
files, where nobles can upload photos and their information similar to
Facebook. This new addition will make it possible for Shriners to find and
contact other members. Also in the works is a new forum feature which
will allow nobles to share ideas and thoughts in a private discussion area.

Visit www.shrinersvillage.com and register so you can be a part of
Shriners’ virtual community.

Become Part of the
Shriners Village Community

www.massfreemasonry.org
Masonic License Plates

SIGN up for your Masonic License plate! Freemasons with registered
automobiles in Massachusetts are encouraged to demonstrate their
pride for the oldest and finest social fraternity in the world by submit-

ting an application for an official license plate. You may download an appli-
cation at www.massfreemasonry.org. Submit your application and a $40
check payable to MassachusettsDOT
to:

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
Attn: Grand Secretary's Office
186 Tremont Street
Boston, MA 02111
Once we receive 1500 applications,

the plates will go into production. It is
important, therefore, that you encour-
age other members to submit their applications as well if you are interested
in receiving a plate sooner rather than later. A portion of the proceeds will
go to the Masonic Medical Research Laboratory (MMRL) Committee. A sep-
arate application and check must be sent for each automobile one registers.

MYCHIP (Masonic Youth Child Identification Program) has identified
more than 275,000 children since its inception in 1988, and it contin-
ues to assist families today. The program provides tools to help law

enforcement authorities find and identify a lost or missing child. The Masons
of Massachusetts, partnering with the Massachusetts Crime Prevention
Officers Association and the Massachusetts Dental Association, donate
MYCHIP resources to make this service available to the public.  None of the
information is copied and all the identifying materials are given to the child's
family.

To learn more about the Masonic Youth Child Identification Program, visit
MYCHIP.org 

The Free Program Materials
VIDEOTAPE: A brief videotaped interview that can be quickly distributed

to the media in order to reach a huge audience.
FINGERPRINTING: Fingerprinting is a well-known means of identifica-

tion. Resourceful parents keep fingerprints available should the need arise.
TOOTHPRINTS: A tooth print bite impression is quick and easy. Teeth, like

fingerprints are unique. A dental imprint gives both accurate and important
information for identification purposes.

CHEEK SWAB: A Q-tip is gently rubbed on the inside of a child’s cheek to
gather DNA material. 

Have a MYCHIP Event in your Community
If you would like a local Masonic lodge to organize a MYCHIP event in your

community, please call 617.426.6040 x4214, or email your request to
mychip@massfreemasonry.net.  MYCHIP can be held at schools, public events,
or for your private group – anywhere a large group of children will be present. 

When contacting us, please provide your name, contact information, and the
city or town where you would like the event to be held. 

Lodges that would like to run a MYCHIP event should contact their Area
Chairman at least 60 days in advance to include your event on the schedule
and guarantee the equipment is available.

MYCHIP
www.massfreemasonry.org

AFTER holding a successful first round of Listening Tours in 2012,
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts has scheduled a series of these
events in 2013 to promote more open discussion about the future

direction of Freemasonry in the Bay State. 
These meetings will be held using a town hall style, and all

Massachusetts Freemasons are welcome to attend. The topic of these
events is "Massachusetts Freemasonry 2033: our Fraternity in 20 Years." 

M.W. Richard J. Stewart, Grand Master, said that "last year's 'Grand
Lodge Listening Tour', was a great success in so many ways," and added
that "the opportunity to meet with our Brothers on the level to discuss the
opportunities and challenges we are facing was informative and reward-
ing."

"As we rapidly approach our 300th Anniversary, the work we do today
will shape the landscape of our Fraternity in the years to come," continued
the Grand Master. 

He emphasized the importance of holding these events, stating that "we
must identify the vision we have for Freemasonry and develop a plan to
help realize our fraternity’s full greatness." 

The listening tours will start at 6:30 pm and will last until 10 pm One
will be held at the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts on May 11, and another
will happen at the Brockton Masonic Building on May 29. 

The meetings are free and open to all Massachusetts Freemasons,
regardless of degree, but registration is requested. Visit MassMasons.org
and use the Listening Tour Stamp to let us know you will be attending. We
will have nine regional meetings to give every Mason an opportunity to
participate in the discussion. Attire for the events will be coat and tie;
aprons and jewels are not to be worn.

More information can be obtained at the Grand Lodge Website.

Grand Lodge Listening Tour
"Massachusetts Freemasonry 2033:
our Fraternity in 20 Years"

By NOBLE CHARLES BOVAIRD
CORRESPONDENT

GOLF season has officially arrived! With Golf season comes a series
of Masonic golf tournaments that serve a variety of purposes. Some
of our lodges and districts are trying to raise funds to donate to

charities, others are raising money for scholarship funds, and a few more
are just simply getting together to enjoy each other's company while hand-
ing out a few prizes as well.

Check out some of our upcoming golf tournaments below. Check back
frequently to see if any events have been added from a Lodge or district
near you as the summer moves on! 

Saturday, May 10th: 16th Annual Olive Branch Masonic Awareness
Scholarship Golf Tournament

Saturday, May 18th: Mount Holyoke Lodge Golf Tournament 
Saturday, June 8th: Hayden Lodge's 1st Annual Golf Classic 
Friday, June 21st: 2nd Annual Daniel Webster Lodge Golf Tournament 
Monday, June 24th: 9th Annual Elton C. Jones Golf Tournament 

Don't see your tournament listed? Contact Bro. Christopher D.
Rooney in the Communications & Development office (x4214) to have
your tournament listed and to learn about some offers we have available
for your upcoming golf event.

Masonic Golf Tournaments


