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SINCE the first Shriners
Hospital opened in 1922 in
Shreveport, La., caring for chil-

dren with orthopaedic conditions has
been a primary mission of our health
care system. The orthopaedic diseases
and disorders we treat are wide-rang-
ing and diverse. Whether we are
treating bone deformities such as
clubfoot, neuromuscular conditions
such as cerebral palsy, or genetic
anomalies such as achondroplasia,
our goal is to help each child become
as independent, confident and
healthy as possible. Here is one
patient’s story:

When Joseph Van Hofwegen was
born in February 2001, he was imme-
diately diagnosed with caudal regres-
sion syndrome, which impairs the
development of the lower half of the
body. In this disorder, the bones of the
lower spine are frequently misshapen
or missing, and the corresponding
section of the spinal cord can be irreg-
ular or missing. In Joseph’s case, his
legs were bent with the knees point-
ing out to the side and his feet tucked
underneath the hips. Joseph could
crawl as a baby, but only by dragging
his lower extremities. Kristen
Hartless, Joseph’s mother, accepted
the probability he would never walk.

The family learned of Shriners
Hospitals for Children ®— Lexington
and made an appointment to discuss
possible surgical solutions. Janet
Walker, M.D., a pediatric
orthopaedic surgeon who researches
club feet, limb deficiencies, limb mis-
alignment and children with amputa-
tions, examined Joseph. Dr. Walker
advised that Joseph, then age 6, have
amputation surgery, followed by pros-
thetics.

After a successful surgery, Joseph
was very nervous about preparing for
his new prosthetic legs. “He was wor-
ried he would walk like a cartoon
robot,” said Hartless. “Oh, and also,
he wanted toes!”

The prosthetics department at the
Lexington Shriners Hospital went to
work and soon Joseph had his new
legs. Now 12 years old, Joseph contin-

ues to come to the hospital for fittings
and therapy every six months.
Recently, he announced a big event in
his life.

“I have been playing the drums for
several years, and we figured out how
to attach the drums to my walker.
Next spring, I will be in my middle
school marching band as a drummer,”
Joseph said. “Walking, marching,
playing my drums. Wow!”

Hartless says Shriners Hospitals
for Children—Lexington has changed
her child’s life. “In four years, we pro-
gressed from Joseph never having
walked to ‘Hey, Mom, where are my
drumsticks?’ For that, I
simply say thank you
from the bottom of my
heart.”

Marching with the School Band:
A “Wow” Moment for Joseph

ALONG WITH his love of music, Joseph also enjoys playing sports.

Joseph Van Hofwegen, 6 years
old here, waits for surgery that will
give him two prosthetic legs.

By ILL. DENNIS E. REEBEL

Iwill be attending a very unique and
historical event. It is the laying of the
cornerstone for the new Montreal

Shriner's Hospital. As Potentate, I would
like to invite you to attend this event with
me. This new Hospital has been under
consideration and planning for many
years. It is finally moving forward.  To be
in attendance at such an important
Masonic and Shrine event is something
that I will not soon forget. Having never
witnessed the ceremonial of a cornerstone
laying makes this a once in a lifetime
opportunity for me. If it is the same for you
please consider joining me
in being a witness to histo-
ry.    

There will be many Grand
Masters, Canadian Prov -
inces and the Eastern
United States, along with
the Imperial Divan in atten-
dance. Details at this time
are limited but more infor-
mation will be coming out
during the spring. This will
be a stag event. The date is
September 22. This is the
Saturday after the NSA
Field Days in Cornwell,

Ontario. 
I would like to arrange for bus trans-

portation to this event. In order to plan
accordingly, I would like to know if you are
interested in attending. This is not a com-
mitment but just an indication to me on
the interest level of the Nobility. I  will
still need to work the cost details on this
trip before any final commitments are
required. Please return the coupon below
to the office if you are interested. 

Fraternally Yours
Dennis E. Reebel
Potentate

Join Ill. Reebel at Cornerstone Laying in Montreal

YES, I am interested in taking part in the Cornerstone Laying

Ceremony for the new Montreal Shriners Hospital for Children.

Name ___________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City ___________________ State _________ Zip ________

Phone # _________________________________________

Mail this form to: Aleppo Shriners Cornerstone Laying
99 Fordham Rd. • Wilmington, MA 01887

THE CORNERSTONE laying ceremony for the
first Shriners Hospital for Crippled Children in
Shreveport, Louisiana.


