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To date, we have received information from a number of Blue Lodges
with names of their appointed Aleppo Shrine Ambassadors.

If you are interested in becoming your Lodge’s Ambassador, please ask
the Master of your Lodge if the position is still open!

If interested and/or for more information, contact Ted Polonsky,
Aleppo First Ceremonial Master, at dadadted@aol.com. 

Ambassadors Wanted

FOR over 20 years, the Shriners Hospital for
Children® and the Ronald McDonald House
in Springfield, Massachusetts have forged a

strong community partnership. Shriners Hospital
for Children® treats many children from all over
New England, Upstate New York and abroad.
While undergoing treatment at the hospital, these
children and their families are often in Springfield
for a prolonged period of time and require afford-
able housing in a safe and supportive environment.

The Ronald McDonald House provides such a
place and is only a short walk from the hospital.
With limited housing options, Shriners Hospital is
fortunate to be able to rely on the Ronald McDonald
House to accommodate multiple families while their
children are receiving care at the hospital. On a typ-
ical day, the 22 bedroom house is 80 percent occu-
pied by Shriners Hospital patients and families.  

Since the opening of the Ronald McDonald House,
Shriners Hospital staff has consistently served on its board of directors. This
year Joan Schulz, rehabilitation manager is the co-president of the board of
directors. Also serving on the board is Mark Niederpruem, hospital adminis-
trator who serves on the strategic planning and fund development committees.

Housing Help For Patients’ Families
Community Partnership Spans 20 Years

L-R: Dr. Philip Mack, (Staff
Surgeon - SHC Springfield),
Dr. David Drvaric, (Chief of
Staff - SHC Springfield),
Guest Speaker, Dr. Michael
D. Aiona, (Chief of Staff -
SHC Portland) and Dr. Peter
Masso, (Assistant Chief of
Staff - SHC Springfield).
The Annual Leon M. Kruger,
M.D. Guest Lectureship was
established in honor of Leon
M. Kruger, M.D., who served
Shriners Hospital for
Children – Springfield for 55
years as a resident, staff mem-
ber, assistant chief of staff,
chief of staff and emeritus
chief of staff.  This year’s guest
speaker was Michael D.
Aiona, M.D., Chief of Staff &
Director of Motion Analysis
Lab and Clinical Research for
Shriners Hospitals for
Children in Portland, Oregon.

LAST year, Illustrious Jeffrey Arnold let it be known that not only did
he want to replace the older AEDs in our possession but hoped to pur-
chase four more in addition. The Aleppo Adjutants accepted his chal-

lenge and chose the AED fund as their fundraiser for 2010. Through their
efforts and from donations from many of the members, the Adjutants were
able to raise $12,000 dollars. This substantial amount was not quite enough to
cover the six new defribillators which Jeff had bargained for. We were at a
stalemate until this year when Illustrious Jack Grant approached an Aleppo
noble, Norman “Spanky” Sylvester, who is also a member of Jack’s Cape
Cod Fire Brigade. 

Noble Sylvester is a Hyannis fireman who owns Sylvester Consultants, Inc.,
providing training courses to medical professionals, public safety professionals
and to anyone else who wants to know how to save someone who is suffering
from heart failure. These classes are taught by experienced certified instruc-
tors who are from various public safety occupations such as EMT's, Nurses,
firefighters, police and hazmat technicians. They are always updating their
material to keep abreast of the changes in the medical field and even if you
have previous CPR, First Aid, AED, first responder training, they can help you
refresh your knowledge and brush up on your skills. 

Spanky furnished Aleppo with the six new AEDs on Illustrious Arnold’s
wish list and left enough in the fund to cover the first maintenance, i.e. batter-
ies and pads. As part of the deal, they
trained seventy-five members of Aleppo
in the proper use of the new equipment.

Four have been permanently installed
in the building, one near the Medical
Corps room, one in the Fez Room near the
kitchen, one by the offices and one in the
center of mezzanine 2 by the pool table.
The remaining two will be mobile and are
in the possession of the Aleppo Fire
Brigade for shows and the Aleppo
Medical Corp. for parades.

It is amazing how when a safety issue
or any problem is recognized, the Nobles
and ladies of Aleppo unite in a common
cause and find a solution to almost any
situation.

A Safety Need, a Quick Response
and an Excellent Conclusion

By PETER K. STONE

JOAN SCHULZ
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Provost Guard
With the 2011 Aleppo Circus over, I want to

thank all the Provost who helped during those long
five days. The weather wasn’t the best, but we got
through it. We had a good turnout of workers
every show. The circus had some big crowds and as
people were leaving they were smiling and talking
about how good the show was.

We had a new show on May 7, the Book Show. It
was a specialty show with not a ton of traffic coming
through, nothing like the home shows, that’s for sure.

We also had the June Ceremonial and the Aleppo
Shriners All-Star Football Game down at Gillette
Stadium. Now all we have to do is relax for the rest of the summer!

The boys from Gloucester are working on our golf carts so we can put them
in parades this summer.
We are looking forward to
going to the Cape for the
Northeast Shrine
Association Field Days in
August.

We welcome a new
member, Tom Carroll, to
our ranks.

We are still looking for a
few new members to
lighten our load, and so I
don’t have to call the same
people to work all of the
time. It takes a special
type of person to do what
the Provost Guard does.
You must like the out-
doors in all kinds of
weather and you must
like interacting with the
public. If you are that
kind of person, please give
me a call at 508-746-3342.

I hope everyone has a
good summer!


