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SPRINGFIELD, MA – A partnership proposal to align the
services of Shriners Hospitals for Children,®
Springfield, MA and Connecticut Children’s Medical

Center, Hartford, CT
was presented to the
Shrine delegates at the
138th Imperial Session
held in Charlotte, NC
earlier this month. The
proposed multi-phase

plan outlines opportunities for both hospitals to combine clinical and financial
resources to expand pediatric subspecialty services to children in the New
England and Upstate New York regions. 

“Our goal for proposing a mutually beneficial long-term partnership with
Connecticut Children’s is to increase operational efficiencies, grow our core
orthopaedic volume and expand subsurgical specialty services offered at
Shriners Hospitals in Springfield, while preserving our mission and strength-
ening our identity,” stated Charles R. Walczak, Shriners Hospital
Administrator. “For its partnership commitment, Connecticut Children’s will
be positioned to obtain significant market share in several surgical subspecial-
ties and expand its reputation outside Connecticut.”  

“As these partnership opportunities are being explored, our local board
members want to assure the Shriners Hospital family that securing a viable
and sustainable future for the hospital is at the heart of our discussions with
the leadership team at Connecticut Children’s. Our commitment to future gen-
erations remains as strong as our legacy to the countless children whose lives
Shriners Hospital has changed over the past 87 years,” stated David H.
Burstein, Esq., Hospital Board Chairman. 

“Both Connecticut Children’s and Shriners Hospital have a distinguished
history of providing the highest level of care to children,” said Martin J.
Gavin, President and CEO of Connecticut Children’s. “We’re looking forward
to working closely with Shriners Hospital to expand this care for more children
and families in our region.”  

During the Imperial Session, the Planning Committee from the Joint Boards
of Shriners Hospitals for Children unanimously approved the proposal set
forth by the Springfield hospital 

to pursue partnership opportunities with Connecticut Children’s Medical
Center.

Shriners Hospitals for Children® & Connecticut Children’s Medical Center
Propose Partnership Plan to Enhance Pediatric Services in the Region

CONNECTICUT CHILDREN’S MEDICAL CENTER, the region’s only aca-
demic medical center dedicated exclusively to the care of children, is commit-
ted to improving children’s physical and emotional health through family-
centered care, research, education and advocacy.  Named one of America’s
Best Children's Hospitals by U.S. News and World Report, Connecticut
Children's offers a full range of quality pediatric services at its hospitals in
Hartford and Waterbury, NICUs in Hartford and Farmington, Specialty Care
Centers in Farmington, Glastonbury, Hartford and Shelton, and 11 other
practice locations.  
For more information, visit www.connecticutchildrens.org and connect with

us on Twitter (@ctchildrens) and Facebook (www.facebook.com/connecti-
cutchildrens).

SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN® is a pediatric health care sys-
tem of 22 hospitals dedicated to improving the lives of children by providing
specialty care, innovative research and outstanding teaching programs.
Children up to age 18 with orthopaedic conditions, burns, spinal cord
injuries, and cleft lip and palate are eligible for care and receive all services
in a family-centered environment, regardless of the families’ ability to pay.
www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org.

Care Navigators is a Care Concierge Network designed to help
those in the community who are struggling to navigate through a
multitude of health care support options that may be available to
them. When a person is looking for the right fit for support to their
specific condition, the task is often confusing and surely daunting.
We provide a place to start.

The best parts about working with Care Navigators - there is no
cost - there are no insurance issues and it's timely. Questions about
care support are answered BEFORE making important decisions.

Because Care Navigators has developed a strong network of
Preferred Providers at many levels and with true professions, your
needs get met. Our assessment services and resulting navigation/
introductions to these providers is FREE! Allow us to help you
navigate and then, simplify what could otherwise be an over-
whelming task. We are ready to assist you in finding the very best
provider to meet your needs. Find Care Navigators on the web at
www.care-navigators.com or call us directly at 1-888-682-2730.

MEET Gerry Baranoski of Sunderland, MA. Gerry wanted to
do something very special to honor his parents and two aunts.
So he established the Gerald Baranoski Children’s Fund in

memory of these cherished relatives. This is an endowed fund for the
benefit of our Springfield Hospital. Gerry’s name is now on our
“Because We Care” plaque in the lobby as a special friend of the hospi-
tal. In the photo, Board Chairman David Burstein is presenting
Gerry with a Seven-Star Crystal Society Award. Thank you Gerry for
your support and belief in the mission of our hospital! 

An interesting fact that Gerry told me: He has no connection to the
hospital. His good friend who was a Shriner told him about Shriners
Hospitals and the great things that happen here. It was because of that
Shriner spreading the word of our hospital that enabled this gift.
Thank you to all our Shriners for your role in promoting awareness of
our hospitals.
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