
THERE are 22 Shriners
Hospitals for Children®
facilities in the U.S.,

Canada and Mexico. The
renowned health care system pro-
vides excellent pediatric specialty
care to children with orthopaedic
conditions, burns, spinal cord
injuries, and cleft lip and palate,
regardless of the families’ ability
to pay. Shriners Hospitals for
Children has helped nearly 1 mil-
lion children overcome exceeding-
ly difficult challenges and achieve
more than believed possible.

A HISTORY OF SPECIALTY CARE
The first Shriners Hospitals for Children –

opened in the 1920s – were established primarily to
care for children who had contracted polio. Today,
there are 20 Shriners Hospitals for Children pro-
viding care for children with all types of
orthopaedic conditions, including clubfoot, hip dis-
orders, limb deficiencies and deformities, scoliosis,
and orthopaedic difficulties related to cerebral
palsy and other neuromuscular conditions.

In the mid-1960s, Shriners became aware of a
lack of medical expertise in pediatric burn care and
opened three hospitals specializing in acute and
rehabilitative burn care. These hospitals are the
only ones initially established exclusively for the
treatment of pediatric burns and related condi-
tions. A fourth hospital in our health care system
offering treatment for burns also provides care for

orthopaedic conditions,
spinal cord injury and
cleft lip and palate.
These hospitals continue
to be pioneers in pedi-
atric burn treatment and
research and are recog-
nized as leaders in the
development of improved
and innovative treat-
ment techniques.

In the early 1980s, the
Shriners fraternity
opened the nation’s first
pediatric spinal cord
injury rehabilitation cen-
ters. There, patients find
the complete range of
services needed to recov-
er to the fullest extent
possible.

Cleft lip and palate is the health care system’s
fourth service line. Facial clefts are one of the most
common birth defects in the U.S. Despite the fre-
quency of its occurrence, and the severity of the
deformities, care for patients with cleft lip and
palate can be difficult to obtain. Shriners Hospitals
for Children is committed to improving care for
children with this condition through a comprehen-
sive, coordinated program of clinical excellence,
teaching and research.

BEING ELIGIBLE FOR CARE
Admission to our facilities is based solely on med-

ical need. All children, under the age of 18, are eli-
gible for care if there is a reasonable possibility
they could benefit from the specialized services
available. All services are provided regardless of
the ability to pay.

SHARING KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERTISE
Shriners Hospitals for Children is dedicated to

conducting innovative research to provide answers
to complex medical difficulties affecting children.
The organization’s research efforts not only benefit
our patients, they contribute to the overall body of
medical knowledge.

The health care system is also proud of its role in
medical education. In the past 20 years, approxi-
mately 9,500 physicians have received residency
education or postgraduate fellowships at our hospi-
tals.

CONTINUING THE MISSION
At our 22 locations throughout North America,

patients receive expert care that allows them to
become as healthy and independent as possible,
and live happy, fulfilled lives. The health care sys-
tem depends on the generosity of donors to carry
out this mission of improving the lives of children.
To learn how you can help, visit
www.donate2shc.org or call 800-241-GIFT.
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2011 PATIENT CARE STATISTICS
In 2011, Shriners Hospitals for Children

cared for 121,713 patients, including 30,402
new patients, and provided many services,
including the following:

• 285,154 outpatient, outreach and
telemedicine clinic visits

• 10,109 prosthetic patient visits
(inpatient and outpatient)

• 51,288 orthotics patient visits
(inpatient and outpatient)

• 210,624 radiology services

Shriners Hospitals for Children:
Why They Are Important

From left to right are: Paul Agostino, Chairman of the Aleppo Shriners
Children’s Transportation Fund; John Floyd, Co-Chair Elks pull-tab
program; Kathy Haskell, Exhaulted Ruler Elks Winthrop Lodge 1078;
Aleppo Potentate, Illustrious Peter A. Simmons; and Steve Feeney,
Bartender/Chairman of Elks pull-tab program.

Winthrop Elks Supports Aleppo

FOR the third year in a row, the Winthrop Elks Lodge 1078 has
brought pull-tabs to Aleppo for the Aleppo Shriners Children’s
Transportation Fund. This is spear-headed by Steve Feeney, Elks

bartender, and John Floyd, who co-chairs with Steve on the Elks pull-tab
program to save the tabs for Aleppo.

This year they brought the Winthrop Elks Exhaulted Ruler, Kathy
Haskell, along to show her what their members have been up to. She was
impressed with how the Transportation Fund works and how much money
Aleppo spends each year on transporting children to the Hospitals (over
$300,000 each year).

This year they brought 150 pounds, each year they bring more and more.
They might have to bring a bigger car next year. They even brought with
them a reporter from the public access television to bring
awareness of both the Shriners and the Elks to the public.

By a stroke of luck both Paul Agostino, the Aleppo
Shriners Children’s Transportation Fund Chairman, and
Illustrious Peter A. Simmons, Aleppo Potentate, was at
the Aleppo Shrine Center during their visit.

Steve, being the bartender at the Elks, collects the tabs
from the bar as well as being a drop-off point for the pull-
tabs.

Next time you are in Winthrop stop by and drop off some
pull-tabs at the Elks!

PLEASE join me in welcoming Bryon Earl our
new Senior Director of Donor Development,
East Region. Bryon joins us from the American

Cancer Society of Florida in Palm Beach County,
where he served since 2005 as their Director of
Estate Planning. His background includes extensive
experience in developing major gifts, advising key
donors and working with planned giving programs.  

After graduating with his B.A. in psychology and
teachers certificate from Wilkes University in
Wilkes-Barre Pennsylvania, Bryon began his career
as a mathematics teacher and went on to build the first athletics program at
Johnson College serving as the first Athletics Director. He shifted career focus
to financial services in the mid-1990’s beginning that path as an account exec-
utive at Dean Witter Reynolds where he earned his Series 7 and Series 63
Uniform Securities Act credentials. Bryon also worked in financial represen-
tative/consultant roles with Security First Group and First Liberty
Investments.

Bryon’s background in estate and financial planning led him to focus on the
non-profit world, developing donor proposals and working on major/planned
giving with the ACS.

As the Senior Director of Donor Development for Shriners Hospitals for
Children’s northeast region, Bryon will serve in a leadership role helping hos-
pital administrators develop strategies, goals and objectives with the board
vice chairmen and donor development professionals at our Boston,
Philadelphia, Greenville, Lexington, Tampa, Springfield, and Erie hospitals.
Additionally, Bryon will help identify and coordinate referral of major donor
prospects at each hospital in the east region, and will work with donors to
acquire gifts for hospitals in the region.

I am very pleased to welcome Bryon aboard, and know his experience will
bring a fresh perspective to our development initiatives. He can be reached at
(813) 367-2273 or by email at bearl@shrinenet.org.

Welcome Bryon—glad to have your help as we build dreams together!

Welcome Senior Director of Donor
Development, East Region

From the desk of H.I. STROTH, JR.
DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE DONOR DEVELOPMENT

Getting the Steak and Lobster ready for the
Weary Travelers Three Pound Lobster Dinner.


