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Do you or have you played a musical instrument? Have
you thought about joining a Uniformed Unit? If so, why
not join the Aleppo Concert Parade Band Unit?

If you are interested or have any questions contact:
Band Master: Rick Fardy @ 978-663-7672

Band Manager: Daniel T. Nager @ 978-535-1372

The Band was organized in 1915 and provides music
for most Aleppo programs which support Shriners
Hospitals for Children. The band has won numerous
honors over the years and looks forward to more.

You will find a congenial group of Nobles in the band.

If you haven’t played in years, this is a chance to get
reacquainted with your instrument. There is always
someone available for any instrument help. Come
join the excitement of parading (we play on a trailer),
playing at Ceremonials and at other Shrine evnents.

Rehearsal is every 2nd and 4th Thursday evening from
7 – 9 pm at the Aleppo Shrine Center in Wilmington.

MUSICIANS WANTED

DURING April school vacation week in
Massachusetts, the Big Top came to
Wilmington in the form of the Royal

Hanneford Circus. From Wednesday, April 22nd to
Sunday April 26th Aleppo Shriners and the
Hanneford Circus put on twelve spectacular shows
– the best shows for both our public audience and
for Aleppo in many years.

Under the able direction of the Circus Chairman,
and our own Captain Roger Metcalfe, the Big Top
and its three rings of fun-filled excitement once
again arose from the auditorium floor this year.
Attendance at the circus was the best in recent
years – many to sellout crowds; and once again we
are happy to report that a very successful circus
was enjoyed by one and all! Captain Roger, along
with the circus committee, brought to Aleppo a
refreshed program this year. Fun and enjoyment
was had by all in attendance.

Fresh new animal acts graced the Aleppo
Auditorium – elephants and white tigers, camels
and bears – oh, my! Other acts were certainly as
impressive; some even included audience and
Shriner participation - the daredevil motorcycle
cage act with three riders, while Ill. Chris
Fratello, the Potentate from Al Aska Shriners
(Alaska) and Aleppo’s Recorder, Noble Ernie
Pearlstein - aka Rollo the Clown stood in the cen-
ter of the ball (not at the same time).

Successful programs at Aleppo come out of the
many volunteers from the Uniformed Units, Shrine
Clubs, Aleppo’s membership, and of course the sup-
port of many family members - which once again
was outstanding. Again this year, Lady Harriett

Polonsky utilized her computerized system of
recording the many volunteers to the circus; and
through her efforts we again have a complete
record of the circus volunteers available. The volun-
teer support for circus week is phenomenal and
every volunteer makes the most of their time pro-
viding fun and enjoyment to the public.

The Rag Top Unit continues to provide their
strong support of the circus, with many member
and friend volunteers signing in under the Rag Top
Unit this year – providing for 320 man-hours of
their personal time towards this commitment help-
ing to make this year’s circus a great success. The
Rag Top Unit provides staffing in various areas for
the front hall concessions, circus concessions and
hawker assistance, animal rides, fried dough, com-
mittee duties, and overall circus activities and
assistance.

A big THANK YOU to one and all for your tire-
less efforts and support of the Aleppo Shriners
Circus and the Rag Top Motor Unit -- Captain
Roger Metcalfe and Lady Marge, and family mem-

bers Amy, Cali,
Craig, Jake, and
Shannon; Past
Captain Bruce
Dickey and Lady
Barbara, and family
members Bruce Jr.,
Abbie, Barbara,
Emily and
Suzanne, Sarah,
David, David Jr.,
and friend Kristin
Starr; Past Captain
Wayne Bogar; 1st
Lieutenant Paul
Watts and Lady
Diane, with family
members Heather,
Lauren, and Paul
Jr. (once again
assisting the Provost
Guard in their
duties); 2nd
Lieutenant Henry

Gilhooly and Lady Janet;
Noble Paul Agostino and
Lady Marsha; Noble Bill
Arvidson and Lady Judy
Domey; Noble Bob Kinckle
and Lady Darlene; Noble
Brian McNaught and Lady
Susan, with family members
Collin, and Jo-Ann; and to our
friends assisting the Rag Top

Unit – Nick Cimaglia, Mike Janeiro, John
Kerr, Shelby McCahill, Chris and Jim
O’Donnell, Matt Penney, Nick Raffi, Daniel
Raineri, Jr., and Amanda Ramsdell.

With the circus once again in our rear-view mir-
rors we move on to our next duties as Shriners and
unit members. Now, the Rag Top Unit has begun
another parade season - putting our roof tops down
for participation in the Aleppo Tours of Duty in
2015. After the long, hard winter we had this year,
the unit members have spent many hours cleaning
off the winter dust, using a bit of elbow grease
cleaning and polishing and getting their convert-
ibles ready for parade duty. The Unit has added a
‘new face’ and also a refreshed look in our parade
line-up. Noble Bill Arvidson purchased a Black
1998 Chevrolet Corvette convertible this spring;
and Lt. Paul Watts had his car repainted in the
same metallic green and had a new convertible top
installed on his 1999 Ford Mustang. The unit is
happy and delighted to show the local crowds how
proud we are to be Shriners through our participa-
tion in their local events. 

The first parade of the season was held on
Sunday, May 24th with the Somerville Memorial
Day parade. The Rag Top Unit put seven cars out
onto Broadway – and our members were thrilled to
see the best unit participation in years. On
Monday, May 27th we participated in the annual
Wilmington Memorial Day parade, with five mem-
bers and their cars. Once again on Saturday, June
27th, the Braintree Fourth of July celebration
parade was held, and two of our members and their
cars participated. The unit is hoping that there are
several more parades this season, extending once
again into October. Captain Roger Metcalfe and the
participating members of the unit encourage our
other members to join with us – bring your car to
the next parade, or just come along for the ride.
Waving to crowds along the parade routes is easier
with two members in the cars. We also encourage
other Shrine unit members to ride with us. If you
cannot walk in the parade, please see Captain
Roger Metcalfe at any parade and offer to be a
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