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Remembering Shriners Hospitals, Saying Thanks

day or the barbecue in the backyard itself.
She was only 4 years old. But bits and pieces
come back to her “in flashes.”

“I was burned on over 65 percent of my body,” she
begins. “Some lighter fluid next to a charcoal grill
exploded. My mother was burned, too...but not as
bad as me.”

Terrified and unsure where to turn, the family
rushed to a local New Hampshire hospital, but
were told by the staff there was nothing they could
do. Not willing to accept defeat, Deguire’s family
eventually turned to Massachusetts General
Hospital in Boston. Deguire stayed there for five
months and underwent two surgeries.

I ISE Deguire doesn’t really remember the

“In 1968, Shriners Hospital for Children -- Boston
opened nearby,” she continues. “I'm so grateful the
Shriners Hospital was there. Without them, I
might not even be alive today.”

The next 15 years of Deguire’s life included over
20 surgeries to repair her face, neck, chest and
arms. The explosion seriously burned her neck,
chin and lower lip. Plastic surgery was necessary to
reconstruct what had been burned and scarred in
the blast. In that time, Deguire formed a close con-
nection with her surgeon.

“I adored Dr. John Constable,” she says. “We
still correspond at holidays. He came to my wed-
ding. He'll always be a special, precious part of my
life.”

Recently, Deguire visited another surgeon to find
out if anything more could be done to address the
scarring that remains on her face. She was told
“you had amazing work” and there was nothing
more to be done.

“It’s kind of bittersweet. I know I received state-
of-the-art care from Shriners Hospitals for
Children, but you do kind of still hope there are
options.”

Looking at Deguire today, you can tell she’s been
burned, but it’s not the first thing you notice. Her
injuries have not stood in the way of a fulfilling
career -- Deguire has a private psychology practice
in New Jersey -- marriage and a family.

“I have two gorgeous daughters who are 11 and
9,” she shares. “Thanks to Shriners Hospitals for
Children, the disfigurement from my burns was
vastly reduced. I needed the care they provided to

have a normal life.”

Today when she reflects back on her experience,
Deguire remembers being far away from home and
missing her parents. But she knows that Shriners
Hospitals changed her life, and she feels a strong
connection to the organization.

“The whole time I was receiving treatment, not
one person ever asked for money,” she says. “That
was such a godsend because paying for our rehabil-
itation and care was initially a big cause of stress
for my family.

“I just think Shriners Hospitals is one of the most
truly generous organizations there is,” she reflects.
“They do what they do for one reason: to help chil-
dren overcome terrible problems.”

Lise Deguire sustained burns over
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PETITION FOR INITIATION AND MEMBERSHIP
To the Potentate, Officers and Nobles of the Aleppo Shriners
Situated in the Oasis of Wilmington, Desert of Massachusetts
Please print or type all information:

65 percent of her body when she
was just 4 years old. Today, she
credits much her success in life to
the treatment she received at the
Boston Shriners Hospital.

Full name: Date:

Birth Date: Place of Birth: Name of Spouse (if applicable):

Mailing Address: City/Town: State: Zip:
Home Phone: ( ) Business Phone: ( )

E-Mail Address:

I am a Master Mason in good standing in:

Lodge, A.F. & A.M., Located:

(city, state)

which is a Lodge recognized by or in amity with the Conference of Grand Masters of North America. Furthermore I have resided at my current address for not
less than 6 months, as required by the Bylaws of The Imperial Council. I hereby make application to become a Noble of the Mystic Shrine, and a member of your temple. If
granted membership, I promise to conform to the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of the Imperial Council and the Bylaws and Ceremonies of your temple.

Recommended and Vouched for on the honor of (if you don’t have a sponsor please call 978-657-4202 for immediate assistance):

Application for Shrine membership is not tax deductible.

The fee must accompany the application. Make checks payable to ALEPPO SHRINERS.

1. Noble Membership # Print Name
Sponsor Signature (on dues card)
2. Noble Membership # Print Name
Sponsor Signature (on dues card)
Candidate Hat Size for

Red Fez

I would like to petition to one of the

U A check for $150.00 payable to Aleppo Shriners is enclosed FEE 5100." following Aleppo Temple Units:
Q I want to pay by credit card: 0 Master Card Q Visa | B2 0% | [ Activities Unit - (] Minutemen SPONSOR FIVE OR MORE candi-
Credit Card Number- TOTAL *150." | [ Arab Patrol [_1Motor Patrol dqtes in one cqlendar year and you
] Brass Band [—IMounted Patrol will receive this beautiful
[] Chanters [ Oriental Band Hamilton—-made Shrine watch.
] Clowns [ ]Pipe Band
[ Cycles [ 1Provost Guard
Expiration Date: [] Director’s Staff [_]Ragtop
Month Year [] Fire Brigade [ ] Stewards
[] Legion of Honor [] Temple Guard
Please mail completed application and payment [ Lighting [ Transportation
in the enclosed, prepaid envelope to: (] Medical Corps [ Swing Band
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