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KTOBERFEST was the theme for the 2008 Fall Ceremonial and
included the initiation of 28 candidates and a visit from the Grand
Master of Masons in Massachusetts as the highlights of the day. The

Ceremonial followed the format of previous Ceremonials, starting with the
Shriners Hospital presentation by Noble Robert Tibbetts, director of
Volunteer Services at Shriners Hospital—Boston. The presentation this year,
however, featured a new DVD about the Hospital and some updates on new
work being done at the Hospital for cleft lip and palate. Bob also mentioned
that a number of Shriners Hospital Boston workers were being recognized for
their service: the Transportation Coordinator will be receiving an award from
Angel Flight, and the head of the School Reentry Program will be honored by
the Boston Business Journal. 

After the customary breakfast of donuts and coffee for the candidates and
attendees, Ill. W. Warren Richardson, Jr., PP opened the First Section with
the Shriner’s Creed and gave a stirring Fez Lecture. The First Section also fea-
tured the usual great work from the Chanters under Noble Nils Nordberg.
Afterwards, Illustrious Potentate Stephen G. Eriksen introduced the Divan,
and everyone moved into the Auditorium for the “Hot Sands” skits put on by
the Director’s Staff. Following that, everyone was treated to a buffet luncheon
by Jeans Catering and a Rathskeller and hot dogs by the Aleppo Stewards,
along with a copious supply of Camel’s Milk.

After lunch, everyone was treated to, as the Potentate put it, “some of the
pageantry of the Shrine.” Many presentations were made to the Potentate by
Units and Clubs alike. The Oriental Band put on a stellar performance and
presented four trophies they won at the Northeast Shrine Days to the
Potentate – the Maple Leaf for Best Duet, 1st place for Best Parade Band, 1st
place in the Musical Competition, and Best Overall Oriental Band. The Clowns
then explained the different types of clowns they have to the audience, and pre-
sented a check for $3,000. The Cycles did a demo, and presented the trophies
they won in St. Louis and Manchester. The Motor Patrol then presented their
1t place trophy from St. Louis and 2nd place in Drill from Manchester.

Next up were the Shrine Clubs. The North Shore Shrine Club
presented a check to the Potentate for $5,108.32, bringing
their YTD total to over $39,000. The Cape Cod Shrine
Club presented a check for $22,200.00. The Potentate
then thanked all of the Clubs and Units for their gen-
erosity over the previous year. He also reported that
Patient Ambassador Megan Johnson had her 26th
operation and was doing fine.

Finally, the Grand Master of Masons in
Massachusetts, MW Roger W. Pageau, addressed
the crowd. He noted that Massachusetts had a net gain
of 604 Masons over the course of the last year. He encouraged every-
one to recruit more Nobles to support the good work that the Shrine
does, and then joined the Potentate to view the Parade-in-Review.
After the conclusion of the Ceremonial, everyone was invited to the
Fez Room for German music by the Mad Bavarian Brass Band.
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