
THE past several years have seen exceptional
turnouts for our various events and this year
has not been an exception.

Since our last report, the bulk of the parading
season has come and gone and we participated in
all of the parades and had good turnouts at each
and every one.

On August 3rd, a large contingent of band mem-
bers made their way to New Bedford to participate
in their Portuguese Festival Parade. It also marked
the parading debut of our newest Member, Ulysses
Sallum, who has taken to the musette as if he had
been born with one in his mouth. Logistics for the
day were a bit unique as we were unable to  dress
or park at the Aleppo Shrine Center which was
being used for an alternative purpose. All went off
well with regard to this aspect of the day and every-
one who was involved in arranging things did an
exemplary job and should be commended for that. 

The weather forecast for the day was a bit omi-
nous and, as we boarded the bus and made our way
to New Bedford, a slight drizzle could be felt and
seen. Upon arrival in New Bedford, the drizzle con-
tinued but caused little concern as we waited to line
up and participate. Reasonable weather continued
for about half of the Parade and the sideline along

the way was enthusiastic, friendly and extremely
appreciative of our performance. At various stops
along the way the crowd cheered us on or danced to
our music. At one point, when we took a break, we
were cheered on with shouts for "music, music"
and, when we complied, the audience vocally
expressed their appreciation and also danced to the
tunes.

We are always on the lookout for good dancing
talent and New Bedford had one of the best group
of dancers we have seen in a long time who were of
all ages. We especially appreciated the dancing
efforts of a very
young (perhaps 3 or
4 years old) lady -
her performance was
moving. Large,
enthusiastic, and
appreciative crowds
always make for a
good parade and this
one had all of those
components and is
part of the reason we
so enjoy doing it.
About half way
through the parade
the drizzle turned to
a more steady rain

and we got soaked but the warmth of the reception
we received throughout the day made this a non-
factor and, as we came to the end of the parade, the
applause and appreciation shown for our atten-
dance and performance was well received.

Only problem of the day was that New Bedford is
a fairly old City and some of its streets are narrow
and with sharp turns so we are traditionally cau-
tioned to try to avoid some of the streets at the end
of the Parade because of the size of our float.
Somehow our driver for the day (not our regular
driver) either did not get the message or ignored it
and we wound up, after the end of the Parade,
spending about a half hour trying to negotiate a
very sharp and narrow turn made all the worse by
cars parked on either side. We hope that future
drivers for this parade will pay greater attention to
the street conditions that prevail here. Despite the
minor traffic incident, things went well for the day
and we put on a great performance which we
believe and hope was appreciated by everyone. 

On August 16th,
we held our Annual
Clam/Lobster bake at
the facilities of Noble
James Harvey.
Over the last few
years, though we
have done this event
each year, we have
waffled a little about
it for a variety of rea-
sons so we wanted to
give it another
chance at a new
venue and it seems
that we have hit
upon something that
works. The event was
catered by Chef
D’Jour whom many

may recognize for his fraternal catering. Working
with him we were able to come up with a more
appealing menu that pleased everyone and which
all appreciated. As an added aspect, Noble Jim
agreed to give all who wanted a tour of his business
facilities which all who did partake of it enjoyed
and found quite interesting. We all thank Noble
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CELEBRATING OUR 63rd YEAR  
Rehearsals on Thursdays at 6:30 PM
From the First Thursday in January
To the Third Thursday in November

Oriental Band Room
Second Floor

99 Fordham Road
Wilmington, Massachusetts 01887-0578

Exit 39 off Interstate 93

Visit our website at: 
http://www.oband.mysite.com

http://www.youtube.com/AleppoOrientalBand
By THE ORIENTAL BAND SCRIBE

Growing Pains

continued on page 20

BAND MEMBERS,
Eric Holt and Ulysses
Sallum enjoying the
trip to New Bedford.

HOST FOR THE DAY:
James Harvey (with
Rachel Sallum in the
background).


