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Do you or have you played a musical instrument? Have
you thought about joining a Uniformed Unit? If so, why
not join the Aleppo Concert Parade Band Unit?

If you are interested or have any questions contact:
Band Master: Rick Fardy @ 978-663-7672

Band Manager: Daniel T. Nager @ 978-535-1372

The Band was organized in 1915 and provides music
for most Aleppo programs which support Shriners
Hospitals for Children. The band has won numerous
honors over the years and looks forward to more.

You will find a congenial group of Nobles in the band.

If you haven’t played in years, this is a chance to get
reacquainted with your instrument. There is always
someone available for any instrument help. Come
join the excitement of parading (we play on a trailer),
playing at Ceremonials and at other Shrine evnents.

Rehearsal is every 2nd and 4th Thursday evening from
7 – 9 pm at the Aleppo Shrine Center in Wilmington.

MUSICIANS WANTED
HELP WANTED

CRAFTSMEN
Help with minor repairs throughout the

Shrine Center in Wilmington

Setup for Ceremonials and Shows

Come in and lend a hand on
Tuesday Mornings: 7:00am ‘til 9:00am

Free Coffee and Doughnuts

most his career in New England, especially in the
Maine cities of Bangor and Waterville, although
many of his marches were widely performed and
became world famous. Perhaps the fact that he
never engaged an impresario promotor (as did
Sousa) along with some health issues and an
unhappy marriage, restricted his travel. He suf-
fered a stroke in 1902 and frequently walked with
an assisting crutch, had chronic respiratory issues
(possibly tuberculosis) and subsequent nephritis.
He died in 1907 at his mother’s house in Portland.

One of Hall’s best known marches is a mainstay
of the Aleppo Brass Band in its parades and was
the first piece played when the parade stepped off
in Osterville at 1:00 PM. This is “Officer of the Day”
March, first published by the Chicago-based pub-
lishers, Lyon and Healy, in 1903. This bright, crisp
march is played by many bands, worldwide, includ-
ing the President’s own United States Marine
Band. Their fine rendition may be heard at the fol-
lowing web address: www.marineband.marines.
mil/Portals/175/Docs/Audio/Ceremonial/officer_of_t

he_day.mp3.
Another Hall march which the Brass Band will be

playing at the Osterville parade is “DeMolay
Commandery” March, less well known than the
previous one, but equally “toe-tapping” and bril-
liantly composed. This march was first published
by Mace Gay of Brockton MA in 1892 and reflects
Hall’s attachment to our great Fraternity, being
dedicated to the DeMolay
Commandery No. 10 of Knights
Templar, in Skowhegan,
Maine. Hall, himself, wrote
most of his marches while serv-
ing as the conductor of the
Waterville Military Band,
where his cornet is displayed in
that community’s museum.  

Moreover, in 1981, the Maine
State legislature proclaimed
that the last Saturday in June
of every year should be
observed as “Robert Browne
Hall Day” when a number of
bands (including, of course, the
Robert Browne Hall Memorial
Band) convene to play Hall’s
marches. Each year, on that
occasion, a visiting artist plays
some of Hall’s compositions on
Hall’s own cornet.

We concluded the

parade with “America the Beautiful” in a unique
and masterful 1924 arrangement by the late Jean
M. Missud, of Salem, MA, a beloved bandleader
and another highly regarded contemporary of John
Philip Sousa. Our “miniconcert” following the
parade included period early American songs
including some by Stephen Collins Foster (1826-
1864) like “Beautiful Dreamer” (1862) and “Jeanie

with the Light Brown Hair”
(1854). These, and other tradi-
tional “old time village band
concert” pieces such as “Yankee
Doodle” (circa 1762 and popu-
larized during the
Revolutionary War) completed
our contributions to this fun
old-fashioned village event in
Osterville and served to aug-
ment the community festivities
in Osterville that Saturday
afternoon.

I am indebted to the late con-
ductor, trombonist and music
scholar  Gordon W. Bowie,
Ph.D., whose definitive biogra-
phy, R. B. Hall and His Bands
(Woburn, MA: Serendipity
Press,2007), provided much of
the factual data on Hall’s music
and career.

Brass Band
Broadcast

BRO. ROBERT BROWNE HALL
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IN the Fall 2015 issue of Leaders In Care
published by Shriners Hospitals For
Children, there is an interesting article of a

father and son who were both treated at the
Shriners Hospital for Children– Springfield.
Both father and son live in Cyprus and my
curiosity was piqued by the article referring to
a sponsor in Springfield, a foundation in
Cyprus and how things came together in order
to get both father and son, many years apart, to
the Springfield Hospital for treatment.

My behind the scenes inquiry started by
remembering the adage “follow the money.”
The article referred to the George and
Thelma Paraskevaidas Foundation and the
searched started there. George became very
successful in the international construction
business and engaged in many charitable activ-
ities primarily in Cyprus. He established the
foundation in both his and his wife's name to
fund scholarships, medical care and other char-
itable causes.

Further checking revealed that a relationship

between the Springfield hospital and Cyprus
started many years ago with the first of many
patients traveling to Springfield with the travel
costs paid by a Masonic Lodge in Cyprus.
Subsequently a relationship between the hospi-
tal and the foundation was established by
George and Marina Christodoulous. George
was, and is, a Noble in Melha Shrine Center
and Marina a native of Cyprus. Marina had rel-
atives and friends in Cyprus who made the cou-
ple aware of the foundation. Thus started the
sponsorships of kids from Cyprus to travel for
treatment to Springfield.

The relationship between the Springfield hos-
pital and the foundation has blossomed over
the years to where now a team of doctors travel
to Cyprus every year to treat about 500 kids
and a tele-medicine link has been established
so that doctors in Springfield and Cyprus can
engage in real time consultations. All of the
expense for this, plus travel expenses for liter-
ally thousands of kids over the years from
Cyprus to Springfield, has been borne by the
foundation.

So for me the "behind the scenes" mystery
was revealed. It took a Melha Noble, a Cypriot
native, a Cypriot foundation and the
Springfield Hospital, without fanfare, quietly
coming together to get the job done. And the job
I am referring to is getting the best medical
care for the kids.

Behind The Scenes Look At The Connection Springfield Hospital And Cyprus
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