
31st Annual HONS Holiday Fair

Hons' raise money to support the
upkeep of the auditorium and the
events held there, which in turn rais-
es money to pay transportation costs
for sick and injured children visiting
the Shriners' hospitals.

The Shriners' Hospitals for
Children is a network of 22 pediatric
hospitals around the country (as well
as Canada and Mexico), that offer free
care to children with cleft palettes
and orthopedic, spinal cord or burn
injuries.

"No child is ever charged," said Lori
Arnold, chairperson of the committee
running the fair. Arnold, whose hus-
band Jeffrey, is the Potentate, or
highest ranking member, of the
Shriners in Wilmington, added, "The
Hons do a lot throughout the year to
support the work that our men do. It's
our way of contributing to a very
important cause."

Among the fair's offerings were a
variety of hand-crafted items, all
made by Hons members.

Sisters, Denise Berard, Jeannine
Loiselle and Louise Berard, sew
decorative pillows to sell at the fair.
"We work all year round," said
Jeannine. "When the fair finally
comes around, it's fun to see what

everyone has made."
Along with the crafts were baked

goods, hand-knit scarves and hats,
live musical entertainment, raffle
giveaways and a used-book table.

Festive Shriners clowns roamed the
room, offering small gifts and taking
photographs with children. There was
also a chicken dinner, cooked by Hons
members, served all day for the bar-
gain price of just $6.00.

Also in attendance were members of
the 501st New England Garrison, a
Star Wars costuming club. Dressed as
Jabba the Hutt and other characters
from the Star Wars films, they provid-
ed entertainment for children and
adults alike.

Carol Little, former chairperson of
the fair, made gift baskets, light-up
snowmen and decorative holiday
houses along with her friend, Priscilla
Scales.

"We are always behind the scenes at
the auditorium," said Little. "If you
come here and see women working in
the kitchen that will be us!"

While the Holiday Fair is the Hons'
main fundraising event, the group
does hold a number of events through-
out the year, like the spaghetti supper
coming up near Mother's Day.
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