
T’S been a very busy summer and fall for the
Temple Guard! 

We worked the Roller Derby, Football Classic
orientation, Greenberg Train Shows, the Aleppo
Circus, the regional North-South Football game in
June, the and the Home, Antique and Castleberry
Fair shows in the fall. Also the Card shows and the
HONS Fair!

We marched in all of the Parades throughout
Eastern Massachusetts. The Unit is proud to carry
the Aleppo Banner at the head of all of the Aleppo
parade units (especially ahead of the Mounted
Patrol) and hear the applause from the crowd as all
the units are appreciated and applauded. People
know of the great work the Shriners do for our 22
hospitals in Canada, the U.S. and Mexico and, for
us at Aleppo, especially our Shriners Hospital in
Boston! The Boston Hospital treats burns and our
Hospital in Springfield, supported by Melha Shrine
and all the others, provides pediatric care with no
cost to our patients or their families. Getting out
there on parade makes us visible to the public and
not just another organization. Some members of
the Temple Guard are also volunteers at the Boston
Hospital and drive the Shriners Van to the
Springfield Hospital when necessary.

What else CAN we do?
We are very fortunate to have within our Unit

some wonderful members of the North Shore
Shrine Club. David Cross is the Treasurer and
Leon Golden manages the Canning Drive. Leon
works with wonderful Supermarkets throughout
the area who allow Leon and his band of volunteers
to work on weekends in the markets with a “Red
Can” to accept donations to the Aleppo Shriners
Children’s Transportation Fund. Leon is able to get
volunteers from all of the Aleppo Units. This effort
has been VERY successful and there’s been a ‘hint’
in the wind that the year-to-date collection of these
donations will knock your socks off. Expect the
announcement at the ceremonial in January. [If
you would like to help Leon let him know you are
available on weekends for a few hours. Send me an
e-mail with your phone number and I’ll pass it on to
him. rayrosch@verizon.net]

Movin’ on UP.
This year some members of the Unit were pro-

moted. First, Charlie Diminico was promoted to
Lieutenant. Charlie does everything.
Quartermaster, Banquet arranger, Banner carrier,
raffle rouser, purveyor of fine food and drinks at
our monthly collations, haberdasher et al extraor-
dinaire. Actually he should be named “Major
Domo” Diminico. Congratulations also to our new
Sergeants Bob Marcaurelle, Walter Frizzell,
Fred Wenz and John (nee Peter) Darby.

Service Pins were awarded at our last meeting.
Leon Golden received a 50 year service pin! Dave
Cross received a 40 year pin and Walter Frizzell,
“Ski” Warsheski and

Ray Rosch received 10 year pins.
As time goes on and we all start to wear out it’s

great to report that Bob Haskell is making
extraordinary progress in his rehabilitation. He
was surprised this summer when members of the
Unit took him out to the Topsfield Fair for the day.
Members of the Unit also attended his 75th birth-
day party and the Boston Derby Dames miss him so
much! And Jim Rich is as resilient as ever and we
hope to have him back very soon.

Taking a break between shifts has much
improved! The Unit room has had a recent upgrade
to its television thanks to the labor and effort of
Captain Ed Clark and his son. The old TV – steam
powered it seemed, needed to be upgraded to be
able to receive “digital” signals.

The Temple Guard is always looking for new
members to join our very active Unit. We welcomed
Al Venuti and Bob Peavey into the Temple
Guard.  We have been fortunate to have met our
membership goals for the last 3 years. Our Captain,
Ed Clark, would love to meet new prospects at the
next ceremonial. If you are a new Shriner or candi-
date and are attending the January 29th ceremoni-
al look for a Temple Guard member wearing the
Green jacket and the gold “Aleppo Mentor” badge.
We will be next to where you will get your new Fez.
We will be very happy to show you around and
introduce you to all of the Aleppo Units plus we will
have you meet our Captain, Ed Clark. We meet
monthly in our Unit room at the Auditorium every
third Monday at 7pm, except during July and
August.

I

PAGE 28 - ALEPPO SHRINERS NEWS WILMINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS

’M Ed Warren, and I have been
a patient at the Shriners
Hospitals for Children since I

was three months old. I had my first
surgery when I was eleven months
old. After that I never wanted to
wear my prosthetics because they
were uncomfortable. I’d rather crawl
around then put them on. At two
years old I had another surgery on
my right leg and I still continued to
crawl instead of wearing the pros-
thetics. Finally as I started getting
older, I realized that it’s important
to walk and I should give it a try. So
eventually I started playing sports.

I was a three sport athlete by the
time I was in the fourth grade. I
started off by playing football and I
loved every minute of it. Even with
the situation I have, I worked hard
every practice and performed better
every game. When I got into 5th
grade that’s when I started to play
baseball and basketball. 

Half way through the basketball
season I ended up getting a bone
infection in my right stump. It even-
tually caused me to have another
surgery.  I had three surgeries on
my right leg and one on the left.
After the last surgery I came back
and continued to play the three
sports I was playing before. I’ve
never let these setbacks prevent me from doing what I loved to do.

I played football, baseball and basketball my junior and senior year in
high school and was a starter on all three teams. I performed at my best
and proved to the coaches that in spite of my prosthetic legs I could com-
pete. In July 2010 I was selected to play in the Maine Shrine Lobster Bowl
Classic as a place kicker for the west team. The night before the game there
was an awards banquet held at the Ramada Inn, in Lewison Maine. I was
presented the 2010 Maine Games Travis Roy Courage award. During the
game on July 24 I ended up in a situation where I had to make a clutch 40
and a half yard extra point to put my team ahead by one point. The biggest
moment in my life because I am a patient at the Shriners Hospital. After I
made the extra point I looked to the crowd and everyone was on their feet
and let me tell you it was the best feeling. Now I hold the record for the
longest extra point in the history of the Lobster Bowl.

So for anyone who reads this, do
one thing for yourself and never give
up on any situation no matter how
hard it gets because there is always
someone in a tougher position than
you. And just remember “nothing is
impossible.”

Ed Warren

Never Give Up!! By Ed Warren
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