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Do you or have you played a musical instrument? Have
you thought about joining a Uniformed Unit? If so, why
not join the Aleppo Concert Parade Band Unit?

If you are interested or have any questions contact:
Band Master: Rick Fardy @ 978-663-7672

Band Manager: Daniel T. Nager @ 978-535-1372

The Band was organized in 1915 and provides music
for most Aleppo programs which support Shriners
Hospitals for Children. The band has won numerous
honors over the years and looks forward to more.

You will find a congenial group of Nobles in the band.

If you haven’t played in years, this is a chance to get
reacquainted with your instrument. There is always
someone available for any instrument help. Come
join the excitement of parading (we play on a trailer),
playing at Ceremonials and at other Shrine evnents.

Rehearsal is every 2nd and 4th Thursday evening from
7 – 9 pm at the Aleppo Shrine Center in Wilmington.

MUSICIANS WANTED

Brass Band Broadcast
By THE BANDMASTER

AS the Aleppo Brass
Band looks ahead
to the January

Ceremonial and antici-
pates a celebration of our
100th year as a musical
ensemble in 2015, I am
also inclined to look ret-
rospectively at some of
our past and distin-
guished history. From
1915 onward, Aleppo’s
Brass Band has enjoyed
the contributions and tal-
ents of literally thou-
sands of musicians play-
ing under the direction of
many gifted conductors
of whom I am truly in
awe. It is a privilege and
honor for me to direct our
current band and to be a
successor on the podium
once occupied by these
masters of music who
have preceded me in this
position. Thus, I thought
in this column, I would
focus upon one of the
most distinguished
among our former bandmasters, the
late Walter Milton Smith, who led
our band during the 1920’s and 30’s. I
am deeply indebted to Dr. Peter
Wood, editor of The International
Trumpet Guild Journal, for his kind
permission to use information about
Walter Smith from an article in that
publication by Mr. Ralph T.
Dudgeon formerly of the State
University of New York at Cortland,
entitled “The Legacy of Walter M.
Smith” (ITGJ, May, 98). 

The Brass Band has portraits of
both Walter Smith and Walter
Smith, Jr., his son and successor, on
the walls of the Band Room along
with those of several other past con-
ductors, and I was aware of some of
Mr. Smith’s accomplishments from
information provided me by Noble
Richard Fink, a longtime member of
the Aleppo Brass Band and who
played in the Band under the baton of
Walter Smith, Jr., but I did not real-
ize the full extent of Walter Smith’s
accomplishments until I had the good
fortune to find Mr. Dudgeon’s excel-
lent article. Unquestionably, Walter
Smith was able to mold the Aleppo
Brass Band into one of the finest
musical organizations in the country
and, in fact, took the Band on tri-
umphant tours to Toronto in 1925
and San Francisco in 1930 (Dudgeon,
p. 38). Moreover, our current library
is replete with literally hundreds of
charts, including marches, operatic
and musical comedy selections, over-
tures, waltzes, descriptive and char-
acteristic pieces left us from the
libraries of Walter Smith and his son. 

Walter Smith was born on
December 16, 1890 and died on May
7, 1937 at only 46 years of age. Yet, in
that all-too-brief a lifetime, his musi-
cal accomplishments were amazing
and almost legendary. Edwin
Franko Goldman, the founder of the
Goldman Band, and who was as pro-
lific a composer of marches as the
great John Philip Sousa declared
that Walter Smith “…was the world’s
greatest cornetist. Goldman offered
Smith a position in the Goldman
Band, but Smith declined. A lasting
friendship developed between the two
men…” (Patricia Backhaus, Cornet
Profiles, manuscript quoted in
Dudgeon, p. 38).

Although Mr. Smith was a
Massachusetts man, born in
Easthampton and raised in Chelsea
and Brockton, his virtuoso cornet
playing soon became well known. At
the age of 16, he had already played
in a number of local bands (Dudgeon,

p.36). During that period, he became
a prodigy of Mace Gay, a prominent
music publisher in Brockton who also
directed Martland’s Brockton Band
and played extensively in other bands
sponsored by local industries at the
time. Eventually, Smith became the
principal cornetist in the Martland
Band following the departure of
Ernest Williams, a fine cornetist
and composer, and with whom Smith
also studied. In 1912, and for many
years thereafter at Christmastime,
Walter Smith played solo trumpet in
the production of Messiah by the
Handel and Haydn Society of Boston
and in 1913, he played for a season
with the Boston Opera Company.
(Dudgeon, p. 37). Later, he declined
the position of first chair trumpet
with the Boston Symphony Orchestra
and moved instead to San Francisco
where he had the opportunity to do
extensive conducting and also played
in the Exposition Symphony
Orchestra under such conductors as
the great Victor Herbert (Dudgeon,
p. 37).  

In 1918, Smith returned to Boston
and assumed the conducting respon-
sibilities of the Waltham Watch
Company Band and in 1919, he began
playing in the Colonial Theatre
Orchestra while teaching as many as
90 students each week (Dudgeon, pp.
37-38). Not only did he direct the
Aleppo Band shortly thereafter, but
also took the Taleb Grotto Band to
Richmond in 1927 and directed both
the Boston Municipal Band and the
Boston University Band. (Dudgeon,
p.38). 

Many conductors of band music in
those days were also artists on the
cornet or trumpet and band music
was scored in such a way as to enable
the cornetist/conductor to direct the
band with one hand while playing the
cornet in the other which not only
involves some serious “multitasking”
on the conductor’s part, but requires a
very powerful embouchure as well.
This style of conducting bands is sim-
ilar to the orchestral violinist/conduc-
tor style which was popularized in
Vienna by members of the Strauss
family and which was practiced by
Maestro Willi Boskovsky of the
Wiener Johann Strauss Orchester
until his death in 1991.

Walter Smith also formed his own
Boston-based band and the Aleppo
Brass Band has hundreds of musical
charts which are stamped, “Walter
Smith and His Band” and which are
still in regular use some 80 years

November 20, 2014. Our turnout for the day
was large but the balance was way off and that
made for an interesting rehearsal as only two
horns took on the essentially the rest of the
band. Surprisingly, it actually worked out
quite well and we concluded our rehearsals
rather harmoniously. We look forward to con-
cluding our sabbatical and coming back to
practice on January 8, 2015 in anticipation of
the Annual Installation Ceremonial to be held
on January 24, 2015 and would like to congratulate all who will be advancing
on the Divan line and look forward to having a good year with them. We also
congratulate the new Second Ceremonial Master on his addition to the line.

The Annual Band Holiday Party was held on December 7, 2014 at Angelica's
Restaurant in Middleton, MA. A large turnout, all in a festive mood, made for
another enjoyable and successful band outing.

During the winter months we generally turn our attention to the more mun-
dane tasks necessary to be done in order to assure that all goes well with our
performances. Uniforms and equipment are mended, repaired, and cleaned as
need may require. Old uniform parts are retired and attention is being given
to our footwear. It has become increasingly difficult to either find or afford
anyone who can make or repair our attention getting curly toed shoes and con-
sideration has been undertaken to come up with alternatives. Fret not, the
hope is to retain the curly toes, but their shape may differ a bit. Before our
winter break we did receive new cummerbunds and our regular seamstress
visited us to address some individual uniform repair needs. Our relatively new
uniforms continue to receive positive responses and we are happy that we
eventually did make the change.

We will be holding our Annual Business Meeting during the winter season
and expect that all will be found to be in order. We will also be looking forward
the upcoming parade season.

As usual, the entrance to the tents of our oasis always remain open to hearti-
ly and warmly receive any Nobles who, in their deserts of indecision, are
searching for a Unit to join. In return for a lifetime commitment of yourself
(and your family – they will love you for doing it for them) to the Band we offer
an experience of fun and camaraderie that cannot be matched anyplace else.
Come by and see what it is all about. You will never figure it out or fully appre-
ciate it unless you are a part of it. It is truly something very special and (in
case it is not obvious) musical skills are not a requirement or necessary.

In the meantime, please be reminded that the most current band news and
videos may be found at our website which is frequently updated. We hope that
you will enjoy our website and its various links and will return to it frequently
for updates. The website is located at the first address below and our YouTube
site (which includes the videos) is found at the second address below:
http://www.oband.mysite.com or http://www.youtube.com/aleppoorientalband

SHALOM
THe Oriental Band Scribe
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SOME OF THE MEMBERS OF THE BAND AT THE NOVEMBER 20, 2014 REHEARSAL.

WALTER MILTON SMITH

continued on page 24


