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AS the year winds down for the Shriners Swing
Band I want to thank all the dedicated members
of the band. They are what makes it all happen.

I'm blessed that these wonderful band members allow
me to be their spokesperson. Many made personal sac-
rifices to make rehearsals and performances. When
they couldn't make a rehearsal or a performance they
found alternates. Rehearsals are important but per-
forming in front of an audience is most rewarding.

We performed at Overlook in Charlton, MA to  a
packed auditorium in August. The Swing Band has
been asked to go back in February, April and June. We
will be doing dances and concerts.

In November the Swing Band performed at the
Soldiers Home in Chelsea, MA. It is most appreciated
by the Veterans who have given so much for us. The
members of the Swing Band feel honored to be able to
perform and see the smiles on all their faces. The vol-
unteers, nurses and aides joined right in to the music
and danced around with the veterans. It was quite a
vision!

On a personal note. When I was a young man my
father, Harry Fink, would tell me that he performed
for Civil War Veterans at the Soldiers Home in
Chelsea. Of course I thought he was confused. When I
went up to the Soldiers Home to make arrangements
for the Swing Band to perform I asked if there were
Civil War Veterans there in the 20's & 30's. The answer
was yes! I guess my grandchildren have the same
doubts when I say I played for World War II Veterans.

The Swing Band hosted its annual Holiday party for
the Shriners and Shrine Units on December 8th. A pot-
pourri of delights was  enjoyed by all. Per usual the
dance floor was packed all night!

Many thanks to all the volunteers behind the scenes
who help put it together.

I know I will not include  everyone's name; however I
would be remiss not to thank Larry and Lee
Anderson, Sheila Bissett–Aleppo Office, Maribel
DeLuca–Aleppo Office, John Gautreau–Aleppo
Bartender, and Tony Anastasi whose continued help
and support is beyond words.

Consider the Swing Band for your next event.
Dick Fink
e-mail don.rich4@rcn.com 
phone: 617-966-4100


