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Winter Wonderland Family Time…

Brass Band Broadcast
..... from page 13

inspiring mentors and I deem it
a privilege to have served as
Noble Bob’s Assistant
Bandmaster. 

Another outstanding march
by Noble Fillmore is “Military
Escort,” which he wrote under
one of his most often used pseu-
donyms, Harold Bennett. This
outstanding march was greatly
admired by Noble John Philip
Sousa (1854-1932) and Sousa
often included it along with his
own marches in his concert pro-
grams even before finding out
that “Harold Bennett” was really an alias of Henry Fillmore.  “Military
Escort” is frequently played in parades because of its simple melodic
line and foot lifting beat and the Aleppo Brass Band will be proudly fea-
turing this “Harold Bennett” masterpiece at the January Ceremonial
for the Grand Entrance of Uniform Units.

Several of Noble Fillmore’s finest marches reflect his dedication to
Masonry in general and the Shrine in particular including “The Man
Among Men,” and “Noble Men” which were dedicated to two Potentates
and the Nobility of Syrian Temple, “Golden Friendships” which was
dedicated to members of the Syrian Temple Shrine Band and “The Man
of the Hour” which was dedicated to the Chairman of the Cincinnati
New Masonic Temple Campaign Committee. All these marches were
written during his tenure as the Bandmaster of the Syrian Temple
Band and are among the treasured musical archives of the Aleppo
Brass Band.

Noble Fillmore was ever the showman and adopted a very intelligent
puppy named “Mike.” Radio was becoming a popular household appli-
ance at that time and Noble Powel Crosley, Jr. (1886-1961), an entre-
preneur, who manufactured Crosley radios, “Shelvador” refrigerators,
automobiles and later owned the Cincinnati Reds, became acquainted
with Henry through the Syrian Shrine Temple. Henry dedicated a
march to Noble Crosley called “The Crosley March” and about this time,
Henry also decided his dog should have a “radio name.” Thus he chose
“Mike” (short for microphone). “Mike” later became his constant com-
panion, both on and off stage and  also became Henry’s Shrine Band
mascot.  Later on, Henry composed a wonderful and whimsical novelty
march called “The Whistling Farmer Boy,” which included dog barking
sound effects at about every fourth measure in much of the piece. There
was no need for the percussionists in the band to imitate a dog barking
because Henry had trained “Mike” to bark on his conducting cue at
exactly the right time during a performance.  (Bierley, pp 72-73). In
1927, Henry even wrote a march entitled “Playfellow,” which he
inscribed, “To a dog. Our Dog, Mike. A faithful, playful hound.” (Aleppo
Brass Band Music Archives).

“The Whistling Farmer Boy” is such a happy, fun and exuberant piece
of music that perhaps the happiness Henry experienced from his faith-
ful companion, “Mike,” was actually the inspiration to compose it in the
first place! Also, in thinking about “Mike” as Henry’s mascot, I am
reminded as well about our own Aleppo mascot, Sheila’s loveable little
dog, “Harlee,” (aka “Baby”). Whenever one has occasion to visit Sheila’s
office, or proceed a little farther down the corridor to where Maribel
works, “Harlee” is always ready with an enthusiastic greeting.
Moreover, how fortunate we are at Aleppo to have both Sheila and
Maribel always making sure the important office business goes along
smoothly without a hitch. Thank you, ladies, for all you do!

There is a great deal more that could be written about Henry Fillmore
and his musical legacy and Noble Bierley’s excellent biography does
that much more completely than I can possibly do in a short space such
as this. However, the musical world in general, and the Aleppo Brass
Band in particular, will always owe a debt of gratitude to the work and
contributions of this exceptional Shriner. Thus, this little column (and
playing some of Henry’s music at the Ceremonial) will have to suffice
for the time being, and as I believe Henry himself would say, “Good
enough!”

One of Henry Fillmore’s “Show
Stopper”Circus Marches (1916)

HAPPY Holidays my merries, indeed as this edition comes out we will be
right at the end of the season with “little Christmas” on the 6th of January.
Your Officers and members of the executive board hope you and your fam-

ilies have enjoyed a wondrous and joyous holiday season. The family gathering for
the Thanksgiving feast, the joys of Christmas and Chanukah, especially with your
little ones (kids, grands, great grands, extended family, etc.). A healthy and pros-
perous start into a new and exciting year. Now for those New Year resolution’s,
yours truly could stand a “little weight”, ouch!

This year will be a little different as to how we run things in the Company. No
worry me hardies, we’ve got you covered. On the books as of this writing Cap’n
Perry will remain at the helm, yours truly will remain Your Most Humble and
Obedient servant at Executive Officer, and Music (don’t get nervous Jon Wilder).
There will be a small cadre, or committee if you prefer, to run the behind the
scenes administrative work including day to day operations with the scheduling of
events, attending meetings, etc. With the deadline approaching back in November,
the Captain had to submit the “Chain of Command” list to the front office. This
seemed to be the best way to address the coming year, as we work to transition to
a new line for next year (2018). For Richard and myself, this will be our last year
at the Helm; it has been a blast (and will be until next December); however,
enough of a good thing (I think). We need some new warm bodies to step up and
carry the torch into the future; ’nuff said.

We have had an incredible year with the Company actually performing at, and
marching in, more events than the Shrine itself (TOD’s). That is novel for our unit
(note: there are other units that do that regularly, and we might have to as well,
going forward, to keep our mission going). We have had two marriages (I think,
one may have been at the end of last year; hey, I’m getting old), a new arrival, a
retirement (God Bless you John Girdvanis on 36 year of active service), and
painfully some sad goodbyes for now, by the Black Camel. By the way this note is
just for John. Hey buddy, you have company soon following you on that retirement
list, John R., Dick P., and yours truly aren’t far behind you, two of us are work-
ing on 32 plus years of service, and none of us are getting any younger. To you
younger guys out there – recruit recruit recruit!!!!! 

I will close on this positive note. We had eight members at N. Andover and were
warmly received by the large turnout, it stayed dry, was not cold (actually as we
had all dressed for what we thought the weather was going to be, it was a little
warmish). The Cap’n and crew then retired to dine at a local tavern after; what a
nice way to wrap up the year, and celebrate the beginning of the Holiday season.
Hopefully all the pictures I’m submitting will make it into print. The Company
will have had its Dec. Muster and Yankee swap by this printing. The snow will be
on the ground (already is up here in Vermont). A Winter Celebration is in the
works as plans for Christmas time could not be worked out in a timely manner,
this has been done previously. The E-board annual meeting is yet to be scheduled
as of this printing deadline.

Sadly, one last item, this one is painful for me and my family, as well as our unit.
We lost one of our all-time greats in September. On Sept. 26th (my birthday)
Rosemary Small, widow of one our founding members, Donald R. Small, died
from injuries received in an accident a few days before. Rosemary’s husband had
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