
After the parade, it was decided as there had
been no Unit summer outing this year that the
members and their Ladies would enjoy a lunch
together at Jimmy’s Steak House in Saugus. As
always, the Rag Top Unit is looking to have the rid-
ing members of our unit join us; or welcome other
Aleppo members wishing to participate in the
parades to ride with us. It is hard for a driver to
cover both sides of the street waving at the parade
crowds; so we are encouraging other Shriners to
participate with us. If you cannot walk in the
parade, please see Captain Roger Metcalfe at any
parade and offer to be a rider.

The Second Annual Aleppo Shriners Car Show
was held in the auditorium on Sunday, August 28,
2016. Captain Roger Metcalfe, Past Captain Bruce
Dickey, and Lt. Henry Gilhooly took their cars
up for the day. There they had an
enjoyable day, including talking to
some prospective candidates about
joining the unit. All proceeds raised
during the day were to benefit
Shriner’s Hospitals for Children.

The Rag Top Unit continues its
long time involvement with the Tab
program, as there is always a con-
tinual need of donations to be made
to the Aleppo Shriners Children’s
Transportation Fund. Several
members can be seen weekly in the
garage area of the auditorium busy
at work receiving the tabs from
generous donators; and processing them for conver-
sion to cash which has been presented regularly to
the Potentate at the monthly Heads of Units
Meetings.  As the committee is generally made up
of Rag Top members, they are always looking for an
extra hand or two to help in sorting, bagging and
turning in the aluminum for recycling. If you are
free on a Tuesday morning, why don’t you come
down and lend a hand. Due to space constraints,
the unit has had to abandon the collection of cans
at this time. During the Heads of Units meeting
held in December, the Rag Top
Motor Unit was the recipient of
a plaque from Ill. Ted Polonsky
for being a supporter of the
Aleppo Shriners Children’s
Transportation Fund. Ill.
Polonsky presented the plaque
to Captain Roger Metcalf, who
received it for the benefit of the
entire unit.

The Rag Tops participated in
Aleppo’s first annual Feztival of
Trees which was held on the
mezzanine level in November; with the donation of
a decorated Christmas tree adorned in the appro-
priate theme. The pre-lit tree was adorned with
matchbox-style cars and trucks for ornaments,
hand-made traffic signs, crossed rally racing flags,
‘wheel-style,’ ‘hub cap,’ and ‘roadway’ garlands, and
Christmas bulbs with car decals. Appropriately, a

matchbox car rug was used as the tree skirting; and
the tree was topped off with an orange traffic cone.
Thank you goes out to Lady Diane and Noble Paul
Watts and their friends Vicky and Noble Bernie
Hutchens for the hours spent making the tree
ornaments; and to Nobles Wayne Bogar and
Bernie Hutchens for their donations made of scale-
model vehicles to provide for the gifts around the
tree. Other gifts around the tree included jumper
cables and car cleaning products. Unit members
and their Ladies were at the Shrine Center on
Tuesday, November 15th to set up
the tree display including Roger
and Marge Metcalfe, Bruce and
Barbara Dickey, and Paul and
Diane Watts.  

As in any new venture, there is
always a touching story. It seems

that during the
Feztival of Trees, a
woman and her
children who were
attending the train
show in the audito-
rium took the time
to come upstairs
and view the trees.
When they saw the
Rag Top tree, it was a
reminder of her recently
departed husband and
their father, who was a toy
and model car collector;

and she felt that this was a sign from him
that all would be well. She was so touched
by the tree that she placed all of her tickets
into the pipe for the chance to win this par-
ticular tree; and whose fortune on Sunday
afternoon came the reality by having one of
her tickets drawn for the tree. She was the
first on Monday morning to be there when
the building opened to receive her tree
with all the adornments and gifts.

At the December Heads of Units meet-
ing, Noble Henry
Gilhooly made a pres-
entation to Ill. Polonsky
on behalf of his commit-
tee that brought the
Beatles Revival show to
Aleppo in October (see
accompanying article);
and announced that the
show’s receipts totaled
in the amount of
$4,583.00 for benefit of
the Aleppo Building

Fund. A big thank you is extended to Hank
from your unit for the time and effort spent
by you and Ill. Steve Erikson, P.P. in
bringing this exciting show to Aleppo. We
look forward to your
next venture in the
future.

The Rag Top Unit is always in search of new
members and is open to all members of Aleppo
Shriners. Motorized, street-legal vehicles are to be
personally-owned and cared for by the members.
Production convertible-top or a vehicle altered by
its owner to be a convertible-style are recommend-
ed; but, the Unit will entertain membership from
Shriners with antiques, classic, muscle cars, etc. for
participation in the Unit. As the vehicles are pri-
vately-owned, the vehicle owners are obligated to
carry an umbrella policy liability rider on their
insurance – as directed by Shriners International.
Rag Top also solicits members to be “riders” – any
Shrine member who would like to be a member of

the unit without owning a vehicle; for the sole
purpose of riding in one of the member’s cars in
parades and official tours of duty.    Stop by the
Unit Room during one of the ceremonials, or at
a “Rockin’ Nobles Night” (membership drives)
and talk with any of our members about your
interest in joining the Rag Top Motor Unit.

Any Nobles with an interest in joining the
Rag Tops may also contact any of the following
members for more information:

Captain Roger Metcalfe
(978) 657-9626 or rmmscs@aol.com 
Lt. Paul Watts, Secretary
(781) 245-8020 or watts.pauld1@gmail.com
Lt. Henry Gilhooly, Treasurer
(978) 658-8527 or capecod747@verizon.net
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BARTENDERS
WANTED

Aleppo Shriners Auditorium is seeking additional
experienced volunteer bartenders for events held in our
Fez Room and Auditorium.

Must have current ServSafe Alcohol, TIPS or other
recognized serving training as well as knowledge of
various drink menus. 

Must show integrity and have a responsible service
ethic at all times and follow standard point of sale pro-
cedures. 

Those interested please contact the Recorders office
at 978-657-4202 ext. 213. All interested Nobles will be
considered.

The Aleppo Medical Corps
is looking for

EMTs   •  First Responders
Nurses   •  PAs

to stand ready for Medical
Emergencies at Shrine Events

and Parades.

Help Wanted:

The Shriners Auditorium now has
AEDs throughout the building.

PLEASE CONTACT:

CAPTAIN EDWARD J. BURG

TEXT / CELL: 978-501-5525
EMAIL: MOOSEEB@VERIZON.NET

OR

SERGEANT MITCHEL D. SHAIR

TEXT / CELL: 617-686-0090
E MAIL: MITCH2508@GMAIL.COM

2016 Shrine Club and Uniform Units
Divan Liaison List

Theodore Polonsky
Potentate
45 Nancy Ave.
Peabody, MA 01960
978-314-4019

Frank J. Mason
Chief Rabban
75 Skating Rink Rd.
Hyannis, MA 02601
508-771-8482

Harlan Woods
Assistant Rabban
12 Chapman Road
Wakefield, MA 01880
781-245-8048

Robert E. Havener
High Priest & Prophet
18 Pinehurst Ave.
Natick, MA 01760
508-651-3117

Gary D. Bartlett
Oriental Guide
134 Lafayette St.
Marblehead, MA 01945
781-548-9099

Robert S. Johnson
1st Ceremonial Master
37 Garden Dr.
Litchfield, NH 03052
603-429-3369

Robert J. Brown
2nd Ceremonial Master
30 Longwood Ave.
Brookline, MA 02446
617-965-5035

NAME UNIFORM UNIT SHRINE CLUB CHAIRMAN

Arab Patrol
Mounted Patrol
Pipe Band

Stewards
Clowns
Provost Guard

Legion of Honor
Lighting Unit
Mini-Haulers
Medical Staff

Cape Cod Fire Brigade
Minutemen
Rag Tops
Director’s Staff

Ritualistic Degree Team
Oriental Band
Brass Band

Chanters
Motor Patrol
Transportation
Krazy Karts

Fire Brigade
Temple Guard
Activities
Cycles

Cape Ann
HONS

Cape Cod
Southeastern MA

Charles River

Gardner
King Philip
Hillbillies

Neponset Valley

Worcester County
Fitchburg/Leominster

North Shore
South Shore

Widow’s Luncheon

Plaque Program

Transportation Fund

Riding With Ours Tops Down; Summer/Fall Rag Top Unit Events
..... from page 7


