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Potentate’s Ball 2009: A Short Affair?!
..... from page 1

Prior to the start of the Ball, Illustrious Smith was pre-
sented with a check from Illustrious James Doel,
Potentate of Tunis Shrine, for $20,000.00 for the Shriners
Hospital for Children–Boston.

This year, the Ball was MC’ed by our Recorder (and also
Past Potentate) Peter K. Stone. Speaking of Potentates,
we had a good turnout of Past Potentates, such as the
ubiquitous Al Rose, W. Jack Bennett, Stephen G.
Eriksen, and their Ladies. We also had great attendance
from Potentates and Divan officers from the other Shrines
in the New England Shrine Association. Melha, Rhode
Island, Bektash, Luxor, Tunis, Pyramid, Cairo, and prob-
ably a few I have forgotten all made an appearance.

After the meal, there were the obligatory speeches.
However, in addition, thanks were given to those volun-

teers and individuals whom one might not
normally see in one travels, but whose contri-
butions are necessary to Aleppo’s infrastruc-
ture. Those recognized included office volun-
teers Joan Union and Florence Lewis, the
Aleppo News staff present, including Thomas
Friberg, Hermes Boyatis, and Mark
Stought, and Executive Assistant Maribel
DeLuca. I am relatively certain that it was an
accident that we all happened to be seated at
the same table.

Owing to his great personal stature, the
Aleppo Divan donned shoes strapped to their
knees and hunkered down to show their will-
ingness to join the Short Shriners, a new
social club Illustrious Smith is getting started.
Illustrious Smith’s speech was appropriately
short, but his words hit home about Aleppo’s
membership and the meaning of “5K–No

Way.” There was a bit of consternation amongst the Divan
about how best to support the Potentate, seeing as how
they found it very hard to look “up” to him.  I think the
solution the Divan devised not only solved the problem,
but added the usual humor to the proceedings. The year
appears to be off to a great start, and I think we can all
look forward to another great year at Aleppo.
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