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ORE than 60 volunteers spent two days cutting, gluing and placing
dried and fresh flowers on the Shriners Hospitals for Children float
for the 2011 Tournament of Roses Parade. 

The volunteers included hospital employees, local Shriners, and Masonic
youth groups from DeMolay, Rainbow Girls and Jobs Daughters. Volunteers
traveled from as far as Arizona, Fresno and San Diego, as well as locally from
the Los Angeles area. 

For some, volunteering was a chance to revisit a tradition of decorating
Shriners’ and Masonic floats as well as an opportunity to share the experience
with a younger generation. 

For others, such as Aurelio Gonzalez — a Shriners Hospitals for Children
employee — decorating a float was a completely novel experience. Though
Aurelio has been a Southern California resident for more than 30 years and
has faithfully watched the parade since 1981, he never had an opportunity to
get up close to a float, let alone decorate one. When he learned he could partic-
ipate as a volunteer, he promptly signed up, along with his two children. Not
only did his family have a great time but they left with a heightened sense of
appreciation for the hard work involved behind the scenes. 

On New Year’s Day, the float titled Changing the World through Caring for
Kids was one the 46 floats seen by millions of spectators around the world. On
board were Imperial Potentate George Mitchell and First Lady Deanna;
Chairman of the Board of Trustees Douglas Maxwell and his wife Patricia,

and two patient
ambassadors from
California, Marius
and Giselle. 

Seeing the float
making its way
along the parade
route was a proud
moment for the vol-
unteers who had a
hand bringing it all
together. Not only
did they help build
a float, but they
created memories
and friendships to
treasure for many
years to come.

2011 Tournament of Roses Parade

M

OUR float in the 2011 Tournament of Roses Parade was
titled, "Changing the World through Caring for Kids."

ON SATUDAY, December 18, Massachusetts DeMolay held a Double Degree at Aleppo Shrine.
Over twenty new members were initiated from many of the chapters within the State.

FOLLOWING THE degree work, a din-
ner was served to those in attendance.
The State Officers decided to hold a
Charity Dance for the Aleppo
Transportation Fund as thanks for
allowing DeMolay to use the Aleppo
building. DeMolay boys, Rainbow girls
and their friends enjoyed the evening.

STATE MASTER COUNCILOR David
Abbott attended the Aleppo Ceremonial in
January to present a check to Illustrious
Jeffrey Arnold. From left to right are: State
Master Councilor David Abbott, Illustrious
Potentate Jeffrey Arnold, and Aleppo First
Ceremonial Master Theodore Polonsky.

E-MAIL THE ALEPPO NEWS AT:
alepponews@alepposhriners.com


