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Blue Lodge Happenings
with things I’m involved in. Why did you join the
Shrine and are you getting what you want out of it?

Ancient York has raised a bunch of men to the
Sublime degree. One of them has been my friend for
the past twenty years. His name is John
Ruggiero and we are professional kite flyers
together. Yes, there are people that will pay to see
us fly our giant kites. John flies the controllable
four lined kites where I fly kites that start at 20
feet and go up to one hundred and fifty feet. I have
one kite with a square and compasses on it. My wife
calls it my Masonic trolling kite. No matter where I
fly it, I run into another brother of ours. John had
something similar happen to him. His work
brought him to New Jersey for a week. He contact-
ed the Grand Lodge of New York to find a lodge
that was meeting in the same time frame. They
pointed him to Norsemen # 878. They meet on the
first Thursday in the Grand Lodge building. He
says he was treated like a long lost brother. He’s
ready to go back to NYC again.  Where John was
working required being signed in and out of a
secure data center by a security guard. John noted
that the man was wearing a Masonic ring. They got
to talking, and ended up going to dinner. A quote
from John, “I have never felt less alone on a busi-
ness trip since I became a Mason.”

I have made the district service officer for the
12th Masonic district under the guidance of RW
Stephen Corthell. I’ve had this title before for RW
Tim Hanks, but the job has changed. The last time
I spent a lot of time chasing hospital equipment for
people. I now point people to the fantastic work of
the brothers in Malden. They have lots of stuff to
lend. They could always use some help with time,
money and materials. Sounds like one of our
degrees, doesn’t it? Here is the website to get more
information:

http://www.goodsamaritanlodge.org/h_e_l_p_.ht
m

My job is more complex this time around; many

people are in dire straits in this current economy.
We, as Masons, don’t have the cash to fix every
problem, but we can lend a sympathetic ear and
possibly point out an overlooked resource. We all
know someone, everyone has a talent. Maybe you
need a ride, or your walk shoveled? We have broth-
ers who are willing to help. RW Ernie Pearlstein
is the head of the Grand Lodge Service group. He
knows even more people. At the last service meet-
ing, I ran into Ed Brown. I know him from the
Anchor Club in New Hampton NH. It’s cool that a
friend and brother that lives on the South Shore
and I can belong to the same groups. I LOVE
MASONRY for this. I never would have met any of
you guys if not for Masonry.

Do you have an outside Masonic hangout? We
have two in the Greater Lowell area. One is the
Donut Lodge aka Donna’s Donuts. At any given
time you can find a number of Masons hanging out
curing the ills of the world and having coffee. Stop
by and say hi to Terry Stevens, Ted Morang and
Dave Raymond. They have been known to stop
by. The other is Riverside Diner. The owner, Ron
Urnetta is a Mason, John Siedel the prep cook is
a Mason, and the only other man of lawful age has
filled out an application. Way cool, and the food is
pretty good also. Where do hang out?

The Anchorage is 95% complete. This spring, Bro
Ed will be installing a hot water heater in the main
kitchen and a smaller one to service the new show-
er he is installing. You should come up and check
the place out. We will be open for Memorial Day
and fully functional after Bike Week in June.

The club web site is www.anchorclub.org Many
thanks to Russ Berry and Mark and Evan
Macintosh along with the entire Noble Bob
Parsons clan for all the work they have done to
bring this Masonic playground to life again.

Here is where I get to plug an upcoming event.
The brothers of Ancient York brew the best adult
beverages anywhere. For some reason, the brothers
of William Sewall Gardner – Kilwinning and from

United Brethren seem to disagree. On April 15th,
at the Lowell Masonic Building there will be a
Halfway to Oktoberfest. We will pit the master
brewers of Ancient York against all comers.

Please contact me for ticket information. There
will be traditional German inspired food and drink.

I’m hoping we can get Noble Kevin and Lady
Sarah Waterhouse to cook for us. Last year was
way yummy. Music by the granddaughter’s of Phil
Berard, they played the accordions for our
Christmas party and were very, very good. You’ll
like them.

I’d like to say hi to Uncle Phil, Walter Barker,
John Antonetti and all the brothers that I have
met on my Masonic Journey. Invite me to your
events, I’ll come and bring a crew.

Congratulations to RW Terry Stevens for hav-
ing the game room of Thomas Talbot Lodge named
in his honor.

Congratulations to Wor Norm McLoon Jr. for
having the Lowell Masonic Building’s library dedi-
cated to him and his family.

‘Till the next time, my friends.
See ya!

Ralph Reed

RW STEPHEN CORTHELL AND BRO. RALPH REED.

start this article with a brief explanation as to
my absence from my desk, because of serious
health problems, namely respiratory, three

heart attacks which required a pace-maker and
later two stints and weeks of good care, great fam-
ily, super doctors and hospital care. I can say I've
never felt this good in a long time. Enough of me.

The band members held a Business Meeting this
past March and new officers were voted in and they
are: Director/Base Drummer Michael R.
Williams, Assist/Director/P.P. Piper Alexander
D. Campbell, Secretary/Drummer Alan B.
Archibald, Treasurer/Piper John M. Bell, Sr.,
Drum Major William P. Davis, Pipe Major
Douglas A. Yatsuhashi, Drum/Sgt. Robert A.
Wright, and Quarter  Master Robert H.
Archibald. A new position of Recruitment
Chairman was accepted by Noble Andre H.
Gebeau. The band in recent months has seen an
increase in new members. For our Pipe and Drum
Sections some are already  kilted and recently per-
formed for the Rockin’ Nobles Party, Ceremonial,
and the Hons Fair. New members in training for
the pipes are Nobles Andre H. Gebeau, Mark
Barrett, Rick Johnson, Jeff Ross, Brian
Miller, Bruce MacNevins, and drums is Noble

Jacob "Jake"
Descheneaux.  

The Aleppo Pipe Band
has the privilege of hav-
ing the Webster family
from Concord, N.H. here
to support the new band
members in the teaching
of the pipes. Mr.
Gordon Webster (The
Queen's Piper for four and a half years), Mrs.
Leslie Webster (Teacher of the Pipes) and Mr.
Campbell Webster (solo piper/ drummer/pipe
instructor).

The Websters operate the N.H. School of Scottish
Arts in Concord, N.H. It is with a great deal of both
pride and joy to have the help and support that
they have given to this band since coming to our

need last Sept to this present time.
Instructions were started with

Chanter Practice and leading up to
piping, drums and parade meth-
ods. Note:  Mr. Gordon Webster is
a Master Mason (Blue Lodge
Scotland) and holds membership
in the Scottish Rite Bodies, 32nd
Degree.

At a recent band practice there
were nine pipers and three drum-
mers who perform.  Pipers were
Nobles: Robert L. MacNeil,
Walter D. Harmer, Sr., Robert H.
Archibald, Duncan Ferguson,
John M. Bell, Sr., P/M Douglas A.
Yatshuhashi, Alexander D.
Campbell, Asst. Dir/P.P. Richard
N. Rehlander, P/M retired.
Drums  Jacob "Jake" Descheneaux

(Base),  Alan B. Archibald (Snare), Mr. Campbell
Webster (Snare). WHAT A SIGHT! Just like old
times only better. The band members are looking
forward to a busy 2011.

The Aleppo Pipe Band members enjoyed a pot
luck buffet in December to for their Christmas
Party. A great time was had by all, thanks to all
who by giving made it a great success. The call goes
out to anyone interested in joining this proud Kiltie
unit. Come visit with us any Tuesday evening from
7:00 to 9:00 at the Shrine Center to see and watch
the pipe band perform in concert form. Interested
nobles may call any of the following members:
Nobles Piper Andre H. Gebeau (Recruitment
Chairman) 617-794-6388, Director/Drum/Sgt.
Robert A. Wright 781-393-0141, Drummer Alan B.
Archibald 508-393-3416, P/Sgt Walter D. Harmer,
Sr., 978-387-8671, Piper Albert S. Dodge, Sr. 978-
667-7635.

P.S. Reminder, Ya don't have to be Irish, Scottish
or anyother ethnic group. We are the league of
nations and all ya hafta need is a desire to wear a
kilt, play the pipes or drums perform with the color
guard march and have fun and help raise money for
the hospitals and shrine needs. Nobles Richard N.
Rehlander (P/M retired) and P/Sgt. Walter D.
Harmer are still training every Tuesday night.
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A group photo of the visiting members of the Greater Boston Fire
Department Pipes and Drums (wearing black tops), along with the
Aleppo Pipe Band (in the white tops).

By AL DODGE
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