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whom he eventually married in 1966 and has been
with ever since, celebrating their 45th anniversary
last year (all should know that Rick, Sr. wasn't all
that sure of any or all of these and other dates con-
tained in this report and, if there are any errors in
them, then the Scribe has agreed to accept all

responsibility for any inaccuracies - and why not,
since the Scribe sees all and knows all!). During the
course of their 45+ years of wedded bliss, the
Lemerise family was visited by the stork twice. On
each occasion a son was left behind. In the first
instance, Robert Lemerise was delivered in 1967
and then, in 1970, Richard E. Lemerise, Jr. came
onto the scene. Both boys have followed their father
into Aleppo and the Oriental band - so we now have
a Lemerise section of the band. All of the Lemerise
members of the band are engaged in the percussion
section. Rick, Sr., with his seniority, has expertise
with all of the percussion instruments and is one of

the more versatile mem-
bers of the Band in that
area. On any given day,

Rick, Sr. can be seen performing with the cymbals,
tom drum, and, occasionally, the bass drum and his
flexibility in this area is something that is very
much appreciated by all. Uncles of Rick, Sr. were
Masons who created an interest in the Fraternity
in him but, it wasn't until he moved next door to
one William (Bill) Kelley (a brother of John Kelley,
our Secretary) whom he worked with for a period of

time, that he took action
on that interest and he
joined. Interestingly
enough, Rick, Sr. was
able to progress from
Blue Lodge to the Shrine
in the same year as he
was able to participate in
a One-Day York Rite
Initiation Program.
Having done so, he then
became one of the candi-
dates in the First Class to
be admitted to the Shrine
in the Wilmington build-
ing (and, in case anyone
has wondered,  the place
has never been the same
since). Approximately a
year after he joined the
Shrine, Rick, Sr. joined
the Oriental Band and he

has labored tirelessly and commendably at our
oasis ever since.  Rick, Sr. has a diverse career
background including truck driving for Tri-Mount
and White Fuel; working with Bill Kelley in con-
struction, working for the City of Chelsea, operat-
ing Melrose Bowl and, currently truck driving for
Crystal Motors. His work ethic is impeccable and
that carries over to his BAND service as well - and
it is noticed (though we will never tell him that -
oops, wonder if he is going to read this, we can only
hope). That same sense of service comes through in
the Masonic experiences of Rick, Sr. which have
seen him become a Past Master of Robert Lash

Lodge (Chelsea), a Past Worthy Patron of Ruth
Chapter (OES), and a Past District Deputy
Marshal - all of which capacities he performed
admirably in. We are all grateful to Rick, Sr. for
bringing his sons into the band and for his diverse,
sincere, dedicated, and dependable service to the
band.

With all the hoopla concerning and associated
with the current year, we are reminded of the Doris
Day song, “Que Sera, Sera” - (Whatever Shall Be,
Shall Be) -  and we have decided to adopt it as our
approach for this year as well as the Alfred E.
Neuman, MAD Magazine, approach of "What, me
worry!" We realistically figure that there is nothing
to get uptight about. If the world is going to end,
there really is not too much any of us can do about
that - so, let's all just let events go on as The Great
Architect of the Universe wishes and let's enjoy the
ride along the way. We also take solace in the pro-
found statements of the Desiderata which remind
us that, whether we understand it or not, the uni-
verse is unfolding as it should. We do, however,
continue to endorse the Burger King and Ronald
McDonald ticket for elective office - let's all have it
our way for once!

This tends to be the slow time of year for us as we
prepare to transition to more busy times.
Sometimes no or little news is good news and that
may seem to be the case here, though we do assure
everyone that we are busy preparing for the rest of
the year. We do hope to have more news to share
with everyone next time.

Our oasis remains open to heart-fully and warm-
ly receive any Nobles who, in their deserts of inde-
cision, are searching for a Unit to join. In return for
a lifetime commitment of yourself to the band we
offer an experience of fun and camaraderie that
cannot be matched anyplace else. Come by and see
what it is all about.

In the meantime, please be reminded that the
most current band news may be found at our web-
site which is frequently updated and is located at:

http://www.oband.mysite.com
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(Parade ready to do a cymbals performance)

Afew years ago Colors Sergeant German
Garcia, Jr., while having his pet “Germi”
groomed at the Fancytails Dog Grooming

Studio, explained to owner Joann Camilli about
Shriners International, what we do, and various
ways we raise funds for our Children’s Hospitals,
including collecting pull-tabs. Since then Camilli
has been collecting pull-tabs almost to an “addic-
tion” (her words), to the extent that she picks cans
up from the ground or anytime she sees one, even
at public functions. She was at a fundraiser once,
and walked around to the tables taking the tabs off
the cans, only to be stared at by the attendees.
When she was given the opportunity to explain
why, all of the people removed the tabs, and she

retrieved them. Camilli
also got her friends, cus-
tomers, and colleagues
Darlene St. Marie, and
Cindy Agosto to help
her in this endeavor
which they are still pur-
suing.

Congratulations to Patrolman Jacob Yanovich
on his recent graduation from Boston University
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Education and
a Minor in History. 

He plans to teach American History at the high
school level. Jacob, a former State Chaplain in the
Order of DeMolay and a recipient of the Degree of

Chevalier, is presently Junior
Warden of Rural Lodge AF&AM,
Quincy. In other Masonic bodies
Jacob is an officer in St. Stephen’s
Royal Arch Chapter, Temple Council
of Royal and Select Masters, Scottish
Rite bodies in the Valley of Boston,
and Captain of the Guard for Taleb
Grotto MOVPER in Quincy. As Jacob
excels in all his undertakings, we
know he will be a great teacher, and
wish for him a long and distin-
guished career.

Thanks to Patrolmen Raymond
A. Whipple, Herbert Fish and
Gelean “Bud” Campbell for serv-
ing at the security detail for the
Antique Show recently held at
Aleppo Auditorium. The detail
includes working outside in the win-
ter weather assisting the vendors by
making sure they do not stay in the
unloading area longer then needed,
and to be of any service required.
Fortunately for them the weather
was sunny, and not super cold.

Thanks also to the nineteen patrolmen who
attended the January 28, 2012 Ceremonial and
Installation of Officers. This number included
Patrolman Rev. Larry Zimmerman, who served
as Chaplain for the event, and Patrolman David
Reardon who joined the patrol on the 28th, suited
up and served in line. The Patrol was honored to
form the Honor Guard along with the Cycle Unit
under the direction of Colonel Hagop “Jack”
Demirdjian for Illustrious Potentate, Peter
Simmons, who arrived riding a statue of a camel
for his Installation. 

The Arab Patrol was well represented with six-
teen members at the Re-Enlistment Banquet.

Left to right are: Joann Camilli, German
Garcia, Darlene St Marie (holding “Germi“),
and Cindy Agosto.

Herbert Fish and Raymond Whipple did
security detail during the Antique Show at
the Auditorium.

THE ARAB PATROL AT THE RE-ENLISTMENT BANQUET


