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THE journey started with Ill. Al Rose and
concluded with Ill. Peter Simmons. Fifteen
years and many, many parades later the time

felt right to end the journey and turn the responsi-
bilities over to someone new.

It was a great run and with the cooperation and
dedication of the Aleppo Units a great deal was
accomplished. Aleppo has become a premier and
much sought after parade contingent and many of
the Units have earned funds to maintain and sup-
plement their parade equipment and uniforms.

For all the cooperation and support over the
years I thank everyone. In particular I want to
thank Maribel DeLuca for all that she did with
relation to the parade orders which were prepared
and mailed in a timely manner and for her assis-
tance with the handling of administrative matters.
In addition I want to thank Assistant Chief of Staff
Tom Grant for the logistical support he rendered
in support of parade after parade. To Ill. Jack
Grant I say thank you as well for having confi-
dence in me to be Parade Marshall for the
Northeast Convention held on Cape Cod. Also,
thank you to Ill. Dennis Reebel for the distinct
honor of appointing me Chief of Staff Emeritus.

Finally, many Nobles have asked me if I am
retiring and fading away. My answer on every
occasion has been an emphatic NO. Look around
and I will be there.

Hail and Farewell
By CHET PARIS

CHIEF OF STAFF EMERITUS

Your Giving Makes a Difference

GAS tank filled. Oil checked. Tire pressure
checked. Tools checked. Trailer in place.
Shriner minicar loaded. In bed by 9:30pm

on July 3rd. Up at 5am. Off to the coffee shop for
breakfast with the guys, to solve the world’s prob-
lems. Getting in the truck to return home,
noticed the rain cap for the Shriner Fez on the
back seat. Looked, but could not find the Fez box.
Looked around the vehicle. Papers in the glove
box were under the seat. Items in the console was
moved but, GPS, still there; $10 of change, still
there; $3000 worth of tools, still there. To my dis-
may, only thing missing was my Fez. Headed
home to ask my son if he saw my Fez box
which he said was definitely in the truck
when we were loading the
Shriner car the night before. 

As neighbor was coming
out to get the morning
paper I asked him if his car
was broken into. He said
yes, both cars. Nothing
was taken. Neighbor
across the street had four
cars broken into with
tools stolen. Called
police who responded,
to be told that fifteen
cars were broken into
that night. Police took
reports and said they
would check into it. 

Nine nights later, doorbell rings.

A pretty brunette, about 40, was at the door ask-
ing me if my name was Tom Skebos, stating that
she had something of mine. I asked her if it was
my Fez. She said yes, so I asked how she came to
have it. She stated that she was cleaning her
son’s room and she found it.  She put it in the
kitchen so she could ask him where he got it. Her
uncle showed up to visit and wanted to know why
she had a Shriner Fez. She told him that she
found it in her son’s room. He explained to her
the importance of what it was. He told of all the
good works that Shriner’s do, having two hospi-
tals in Massachusetts, one in Boston for the burn

center and one in Springfield for the
orthopedics. He explained that it’s
an organization that is made up of
people from all walks of life, from

farmers to Presidents. That it is a
philanthropic organization that
does good works for everyone,
regardless of their ability to pay.
He told her to return it to me
immediately. She found me by
my name and address being in
the Fez box.

Through tears, she thanked
me for all the selfless work
that the Shriner’s perform,

and apologized for what
her son had put me
through. I would like to
pass along that thanks
to all of you.

Return of the Stolen Fez
By NOBLE THOMAS SKEBOS

THE Shrine Fraternity has supported Shriners Hospitals for Children®
since 1922. As Shriners, you have been there for patients and families
from the very start. 

Saving children and changing the impossible to the possible; from aiding
children with the crippling Polio disease to the present day of saving the lives
of children who have been tragically burned. We are grateful to you all! 

Give the greatest gift of all; the gift of life for chil-
dren at Shriners Hospitals for Children —Boston … 

It’s like no other in the world. 

Annual Giving Program 
By making an annual gift to Shriners Hospitals for Children, you help

ensure expert medical care, research and medical education will be provided to
children today and in the future. 

Give In Honor/ Memory Donation 
A charitable gift is a wonderful way to honor a loved one. 

Give a Legacy of HOPE 
When you think of leaving your philanthropic legacy, you search for a cause

that is dear to your heart, where you know you can truly make a difference.
Shriners Hospitals for Children — Boston offers a remarkable philanthropic
opportunity to give new health and new hope to children now and in the future. 

Wills and Bequests 
Bequests under wills may reduce estate taxes; Life Estate Agreements; Gifts

of Life Insurance; 
Shriners Hospitals for Children can be designated as the irrevocable benefi-

ciary and owner of an insurance policy. 

Charitable Gift Annuity (if permitted in your state) 
This is a method of giving which provides the donor (and a second benefici-

ary, if desired) with a fixed income for life. 

Charitable Remainder Trusts 
Receive tax savings and generate income for you and your family.

For more information on
how you can support

Shriners–Boston contact:

Susan Berkowitz,
Director of Development,

Shriners Hospitals for
Children–Boston

617-371-4746 or e-mail
sberkowitz@shrinenet.org


