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What were you doing in 1978?

IN 1978, Jimmy Carter was the President of
the United States, a gallon of gasoline cost just
63 cents! The average income was $17,000 a

year. You could buy a house for $54,000. At the
movie theaters, you were watching great movies
such as Grease, Close Encounters of the Third Kind
and Saturday Night Fever! The Bee Gees had top
ten hits with Night Fever and Staying Alive. Happy
Days, Charlie’s Angels and Little House on the
Prairie were big hits on TV.

Don’t forget about the “Blizzard of ‘78”! One of the
most horrific snow storms to hit the Boston area!

In 1978, the Aleppo Fire Brigade was formed
under the direction of Noble William G
LaCounte. Noble LaCounte, in 1977, approached
Potentate Frank Staples and Chief Rabban
Edward T. Johnston with the idea of forming a
new working and marching unit for Aleppo Temple.

With much work and many dedicated hours, the
Fire Brigade dream became a reality. In 1978,
under the leadership of Illustrious Edward T
Johnston, Noble LaCounte was appointed Captain
of the Fire Brigade and was told to proceed as
planned and form his unit.

Captain LaCounte, a veteran firefighter of 27
years with the Framingham Fire Department’s
Fire Prevention, saw the need for a special unit
made up of qualified firefighters from throughout
Massachusetts to protect the Mosque in
Wilmington with their unique skills and expertise
in the area of Sprinkler Systems, Fire

Extinguishers, Emergency
Lighting, Panic Control and
Cardio Pulmonary
Resuscitation.

The Aleppo Fire Brigade would
like to say “hello” to all of the
“snowbirds” enjoying the warmth
and sun down south and a special hello
goes out to the following members and their
families, Ralph Quilty, Harvey Burger, Arthur
List, Phil Zeller, Sid Durkee, Jeff Trainor,
Myles Collins and Pat D’Antonio. Thank you to
Lt. Henry Brown for keeping everyone updated on
what is happening with the Fire Brigade members. 

The Aleppo auditorium will be a busy place for
the rest of the winter and into the spring with
many shows. Roller Derby, the Greenburg Train
Show, the Motorcycle Show are just a few of the
events taking place at the Shrine. If you have a few
hours to spare, come on down and help out. You
don’t have to spend all-day or evening at these
shows. There is a saying “many hands make light
work” and I think that goes well for the Aleppo Fire
Brigade! Don’t forget about the Circus is coming to
the Shrine. At this event we will need to have as
many of our members as possible at each show to
assist with the sold out crowds that are expected to
attend. Please we would love to see you at the cir-
cus! The Aleppo Fire Brigade members are very vis-
ible at these show wearing our bright red uniform
coats and our fezzes, so come on down and support
your Fire Brigade and Aleppo Shrine.

1978 – 2013
35 Proud Years - The Beginning

By RICK BARTLETT

CLARENCE ALLEY AND PETER ROBINSON
WILMINGTON PARADE 1978

This small article was on page 3 of the
January ~ February 1978 Aleppo Newspaper

Wanted: Firefighters for Aleppo Fire Brigade
Men with firefighter experience needed for new

Unit to assume all duties to FIRE PROTECTION
at our WILMINGTON MOSQUE.

Must be able to pass physical requirements and
perform assigned duties.

All interested
men will be inter-
viewed for enlist-
ment at the
January 28th Cere -
monial by Aleppo
Fire Brigade Cap -
tain William G
LaCounte. Please
report to the Fire
Brigade table.

Noble Bob Ryer
was the first to
enlist for the new
Unit. Noble Bob was
a Firefighter with
the North Reading

Fire Department. He began his career as a Call
Firefighter and retired as a Deputy Chief after 23
years of service.

According to a unit photo that was taken in
December 1978, the Aleppo Fire Brigade had a
compliment of 30 members under the direction of
Captain LaCounte and Lieutenant Robert
Noseworthy. In the beginning, the Fire Brigade
members were made up from active and retired
Fire Chiefs, Deputy Chiefs and seasoned
Firefighters.  

These are the fine Nobles that stepped forward to
become members of the Aleppo Fire Brigade during
1978 were Captain William LaCounte, Lieutenant
Robert Noseworthy, Leonard Tooms, Ken Hicks,

Bob Robinson, Peter Robinson, Paul Conway,
Clarence Alley, Ken Twombly, Bill Keeman,
Bill Hyson, Charles Jenson, Bob Ryer, John
Moore, Ed Walkup, Dave Mills, Bill Carpenter,
James Grana, Holga Svensson, Alf Nielson,
James Campbell, Ralph Quilty, Steve
Cashmen, Herbert Miller, Victor Cail, Leroy
Bergman, Malcolm MacGregor, Archie
McMillan, Bill Manning, Bill Orpin and David
Sweeter.

The Brigade attended many parades over the
next few years and it was always a dream to have
their own fire engine to enhance their “image.” In
1984 Captain William Lacounte and Aleppo
Temple made that dream come true! The Norton
Company donated to the Aleppo Temple a 1954
Ford fire engine built by the Maxim Fire equipment
Company of Middleboro, MA. Shortly thereafter the
Aleppo Fire Brigade took the engine to its first
parade in Waltham, MA. The engine was in good
condition but it did need to be refurbished. At the
1984 Fall Ceremonial, Fire Brigade member Noble
Connie Lukey, also President of the Farrar Fire
Equipment Company looked over the engine and
offered to repaint the unit. The engine was put in
“cold” storage, under a tarp for the winter. All loose
fittings, such as lights, brackets, chrome parts and
anything else were removed. In the early spring the
engine was uncovered and delivered to Farrar
Company in Woodville, MA to be refurbished. The

entire body was sanded and patched as needed and
dents were also fixed. A complete new rear step was
built and then the body was repainted. The engine
looked beautiful! Noble Charles Wilkins of Acton,
MA did the lettering, emblems and striping, which
he generously donated to the Fire Brigade! For 4
straight days, Lt Ralph Quilty, Donald Corson,
William Keeman, Bob Robinson, Joe Melick and
Thomas Quilty refitted the engine with all the
various parts that were removed so that it could be
repainted. The very next day the engine along with
the Aleppo Fire Brigade made its first appearance
at the Newton, MA parade with Joe Melick at the
wheel. Many other donations were made to help
with the refurbishing and without their help the
engine would not have looked so beautiful.

WILLIAM G. LACOUNTE

IMPERIAL SESSION PARADE 1979
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT

TO the Nobles of the Fire Brigade. As
Chief of the Aleppo Fire Brigade, As we
start 2013, I wanted to say ”Thank You”

to all the members of our unit. For helping to
maintain our mini fire trucks making 2012 the
best parade year in Aleppo history, for covering
all of our “Trade Shows”(sometimes with only
short notice), and for attending our ceremoni-
als& supporting our Potentates. Let me also
say “Thank You” to our ladies for allowing us to
do what we need to do to keep our unit operat-
ing.

It is my pleasure to head our unit with all the
camaraderie & friendship we share. To all
again, I say “Thank You”

Ken Zeller
Chief, Aleppo Fire Brigade
kz.thompson1@verizon.net

From Chief Zeller


