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Shriners Village is the Web-based community created exclusively for the
Shriners family. Fraternity Members and their Ladies can visit
www.shrinersvillage.com to find information about Shriners Hospitals for
Children®, fraternal programs, membership, temples, Shrine-related
events and breaking news.

THE website contains useful fraternity documents for Nobles to
download, such as the Fez Owners Manual, Membership Toolkit,
Shriner Primer, Shrine Protocol and a pamphlet about the history

of Shriners International. In its short existence, Shriners Village has
become the communication engine for Shriners International.

“Given that there are 325,000 nobles all over the world, Shriners
Village is a fantastic outlet for the fraternity to relay information to its
nobility,” said Jack Jones, executive vice president of Shriners
International. “It is also a great way for Shriners to learn from one anoth-
er so they can help their Temples succeed.”

Shriners Village also has an Events section with information about
Temple fundraisers and other activities. Any registered user has permis-
sion to post an event on the events calendar by clicking on the “Events”
tab and then finding the “Events Calendar” on the left column of the page.
To add an event, use the “Add Event” tab and then click the “Submit
Event” button after the form has been filled out.

The Shriners Village development team will be adding new features to
the website on a regular basis. One of the features will be member pro-
files, where nobles can upload photos and their information similar to
Facebook. This new addition will make it possible for Shriners to find and
contact other members. Also in the works is a new forum feature which
will allow nobles to share ideas and thoughts in a private discussion area.

Visit www.shrinersvillage.com and register so you can be a part of
Shriners’ virtual community.

Become Part of the
Shriners Village Community

www.massfreemasonry.org
Masonic License Plates

SIGN up for your Masonic License plate! Freemasons with registered
automobiles in Massachusetts are encouraged to demonstrate their
pride for the oldest and finest social fraternity in the world by submit-

ting an application for an official license plate. You may download an appli-
cation at www.massfreemasonry.org. Submit your application and a $40
check payable to MassachusettsDOT
to:

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
Attn: Grand Secretary's Office
186 Tremont Street
Boston, MA 02111
Once we receive 1500 applications,

the plates will go into production. It is
important, therefore, that you encour-
age other members to submit their applications as well if you are interested
in receiving a plate sooner rather than later. A portion of the proceeds will
go to the Masonic Medical Research Laboratory (MMRL) Committee. A sep-
arate application and check must be sent for each automobile one registers.

ON April 27, 2013, Brothers from across the Commonwealth will have
the opportunity to enjoy an evening of dinner, dancing and entertain-
ment at the Grand Master's Gala. 

Freemasons can come to the event at the Newton Marriott and bring their
ladies for an upscale climate highlighted by Grand Master Richard J. Stewart
and the Boston party band Hush, which provides top-quality dance music for
listeners of all tastes. 

"This Gala dance is a special opportunity to enjoy an evening of dancing with
our ladies to Boston’s best band 'HUSH' while enjoying the fellowship of our
brethren," according to Right
Worshipful Kenneth Star. 

The event starts at 7:00 p.m.,
and dancing begins at 8. Hors
d'oeuvres will be served at the
Gala, and coffee will be available
for interested parties who want
that additional boost. 

Black tie is the preferred dress
for gentlemen, but they can wear
dark suits if they want. Ladies
that attend the event are expect-
ed to be in evening wear. 

Tickets are $150 per couple or
$75 per individual. Brothers can
invite guests if they want. Any
proceeds generated by the event
will go to the Masonic Medical
Research Laboratory. 

The event ends at midnight,
and interested parties can book a
room at special promotional rate
of $119 per room. 

Interested parties who want to
know more about the event can
visit MassFreemasonry.org/gala.

Grand Master’s Gala
By CHARLES BOVAIRD

CORRESPONDENT

ON April 6, 2013, Freemason Lodges across the Bay State will open
their doors to people interested in learning more about the world's
oldest and largest Fraternity. 

Between 9:00 am and 3:00 pm on that day, 233 lodges across
Massachusetts will provide these visitors with tours as well as information
on the Brotherhood. 

Interested parties will be able to speak with the brethren of the
Freemasons and learn more about the organization, the significant contri-
butions it has made to history and its current activities, which largely cen-
ter around making substantial charitable contributions to worthy causes. 

People who are interested in learning more about the application process
will be able to speak with the appropriate lodge members. 

This event only happens once a
year, and is the only time when
Lodges across the state unite for
the purpose of educating people
about the Fraternity. 

Michael Petit, Worshipful
Master of Joseph Webb Lodge in
Boston, described the Spring
Open House as "a great opportuni-
ty for Masons to meet with people
from the local community. It also
offers a platform to showcase the
best of our fraternity, which is the
key to attracting new members." 

To learn more about this
statewide event, interested indi-
viduals can visit the website of the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
www.massfreemasonry.org, as
well as AskaFreemason.org.

Masonic Open House

ON March 23, 2013, the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
will host the 32nd Annual New England Brotherhood
Night. 

This event is open to Brothers from New England states ranging from
Connecticut to Maine, and was originally created by Most Worshipful J.
Philip Berquist in an effort to build a greater sense of community among
Freemasons in the region and strengthen the relationships of these men. 

The New England Brotherhood Night is held in a different state every year,
and the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts is happy to be hosting the event in
2013. 

On this day, private tours of the Grand Lodge will be offered between
1:00pm and 3:00pm, followed by a complimentary social period between
3:00pm and 4:00pm. Attendants of the event will then enjoy a Prime Rib din-
ner or a fish alternative. 

After enjoying this meal, Brothers will attend a short program featuring a
speaker provided by the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, which will take its turn
hosting the event next year. The cost to register for the Brotherhood Night is
$45, and the dress code is suit and tie. Registering for the event till provide a
complimentary parking pass. 

Interested Brothers can learn more by visiting http://www.massmasons.org/
or http://www.massfreemasonry.org/.

By CHARLES BOVAIRD
CORRESPONDENT

www.massfreemasonry.org
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CORRESPONDENT

New England Brotherhood Night


