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Left to right are: Wayne Bogar, Tom Skebos, Bill
Peterson, JP Howe, Sr., and Arthur Curtis.

INSTALLED at the January 2014 Ceremonial,
Illustrious Richard A. Doherty passed
through the line of his fellow Minutemen as

they raised their muskets for the 92nd Potentate of
Aleppo Shriners. Ill. Doherty started his journey on
the Aleppo Divan in 2008, being appointed as 2nd
Ceremonial Master by Ill. Stephen G. Eriksen.

Illustrious was raised in 1978 at Corinthian
Lodge and served as Master at Paul Revere Lodge
during its 200th anniversary. He became a Shriner
in 1987 and has since joined the Minutemen Unit
where he has marched in parades and other activi-
ties. He is a holder of the Lewis Jewel, since his
father was a Freemason. He has recently been
awarded the Knight York Cross of Honor, only to be
considered if the person has been Master of a Blue
Lodge and the head of all three York Rite Bodies.

When asked what his
main focus will be dur-
ing his time as
Potentate, he said,
“Public Relations and
Membership. We need to get the word out as to
what we as Shriners do for the Shriners Hospitals
for Children - everything we do is for the Hospitals,
and what the Hospitals are about. We also need to
bring in new members, both young and older. The
young people have new ideas, but the older folks
have the time; we need them all.”

One of the public relations tools that he has initi-
ated already is a television located above the statue
in the lobby of the Aleppo Shrine Center. This tele-
vision plays a slideshow depicting what the
Shriners are about. Other items are in the works to

promote the Shriners,
the Hospitals and to
recruit members, utiliz-
ing the space we have in
the Shrine Center that
the public will see when
here for an event.

Ill. Richard and his
wife Connie have three
children; Amy, who is
married to Jason
LaBossiere, and has a
daughter Lindsay;
Kelly, who is married to
Charles Saluti, and
has two children, Anna
and JJ; and son

Michael, who is “still playing the field.” Michael,
who became a Shriner in 2008 is also Personal Aide
to his father this year.

Richard and Connie take the whole family to
Disney World for a week once every three years,
and they enjoy traveling. Since starting up the line,
they have been to every Imperial Session,
Northeast Shrine Convention, along with many vis-
itations and Shrine Club events.

He has chaired the St. Patrick’s Day Dinner with
Connie for a number of years, and has helped pro-
mote the Aleppo Cigar Night, which is in its 9th
year. With the assistance of Wes Tucker, he has
also been point man for setting up a Membership

Ill. Potentate Richard A. Doherty
Selling Who the Shriners Are
and What they Do

THE Worcester County Shrine
Club Installation was planned
for February 5, 2014, but

because of the snowstorm that had
been predicted it was postponed one
week to Wednesday February 12.
Some of our members were unable to
attend due to previous engagements,
but it was still a joyous occasion.  

Out-going President JP Howe, Sr.
opened the meeting with introduc-
tions and then presented Past
Potentate H. Richard Cornwell as
Installing Officer. The new officers
include: President, William
“Chuckles” Peterson; 1st VP,
David Taylor; 2nd VP, Thomas
Skebos; Treasurer, Wayne Bogar;
and Secretary, Arthur Curtis. There
were also five new board members, 3-
years: JP Howe, Sr., Fred Palmer,
John Sundquist; One for 2-years:
Savvas Fotiadis; and One for 1 year:
John T. Campbell.

After the Installation “Chuckles”
presented some of his agenda for the
coming year. First on the docket was
the introduction of two new members
to help us with communications,
Joseph Tetrault, and parades,
Donald Coutoumas. Don has pro-
cured two parades for money which
will allow our seven Mini-Kar Unit to
attend, and the first is March 16,
2014 in Scituate. Joe has already
started work on
a new web site
to provide us
with up to the
minute informa-
tion on our elec-

tronic devices. This will include arti-
cles, pictures, calendar of events and
links to key areas.  The estimate is
that will be completed for on-line use
by March 1, 2014. On the communica-
tions end, the Assistant Secretary
Enroy Pinnock is working to obtain-
ing all of the e-mail addresses of
members for instant updates such as
the postponement of the February
meeting. In an attempt to allow more
members to attend our meetings, the
President also plans to poll the mem-
bership for alternative meeting times
such as a Saturday Brunch.

We will also be working with
Aleppo on the March 22, 2014, at the
Annual All-Star Hockey Games at the
DCU Center in Worcester, the Circus
Workday on April 25 in Wilmington,
and supporting the March 16
Leprechaun Plunge of Past Potentate
Dennis Reebel in Springfield for the
Hospitals.

I’d also like to hi-light the honors
bestowed on two of our members at
the Aleppo Ceremonial on January
25, 2014: Jamie Jordan as an
Imperial Ambassador; and Wayne
Bogar with the Robert Gardiner
Wilson, Jr. Award, the highest award
presented by the Shrine for his contri-
butions and service over many years
with the WCSC, Aleppo and the
Hospitals.

WCSC Installation at its February Meeting

Illustrious Richard Doherty and
Lady Connie at the Potentate’s Ball.
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ILLUSTRIOUS POTENTATE Richard A. Doherty and Lady Connie
with their children Amy, Kelly, and Michael.


