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owners are obligated to carry an umbrella policy liabil-
ity rider on their insurance – as directed by Shriners
International (Tampa). 

The Rag Top Unit also solicits members to be “riders”
– any Shrine member who would like to be a member of
the Unit without owning a vehicle; for the sole purpose
of riding in one of the member’s cars in parades and offi-
cial tours of duty.  

Stop by the Unit Room during one of the Ceremonials,
or talk with any of our members about your interest in
joining the Rag Top Motor Unit.

Any Nobles with an interest in joining the Rag Tops
may contact any of the following members:

Captain Roger Metcalfe
(978) 657-9626; or rmmscs@aol.com 
Lt. Paul Watts, Secretary
(781) 245-8020 or Watts.Pauld1@gmail.com
Lt. Henry Gilhooly, Treasurer
(978) 658-8527 or CapeCod747@verizon.net 

trip and when we started to overfill,
Illustrious Potentate Theodore
Polonsky and Lady Harriet came to
the rescue and took part by driving a
Temple van, leading one of the three
hospital tours and helping during the
luncheon. This kind of care and dedi-
cation truly lends to the excitement of
the year ahead. 

We arrived at the Temple at 9:00 am
on Saturday, January 30 2016 and
already we had people waiting to enjoy
this great day. The weather was out-
standing and you could feel the antici-
pation in the air. We filled both busses
and one car with 35 people and 10
more met us at the Hospital for a total
of 45 people. We all assembled in the
auditorium and Joseph “Joko Koko”
Kohen took control by introducing the
Hospital Staff and presenting an out-
line and agenda for the day’s event.
Because of the outstanding turnout we
had to split into three groups and we
were off to tour the Hospital. My group
started at the top on the ninth floor
and continued throughout till we
reached the tunnel connecting Mass
General to our Hospital. At the end of
the tour we were all led to the dining
room where Joko Koko with the assis-
tance of the Hospital Staff prepared a
fabulous Baked Chicken and Fish
lunch for all.

After the lunch Joko
Koko led an exciting
question and answer ses-
sion assisted by
Illustrious Theodore
Polonsky, Boss Clown
Chuckles and the Clown
Hospital Coordinator
James “Fonzi” DeFonzo.
The involvement of the
ladies was incredible and

their questions were to the heart of
what this is all about. Several people
after getting permission from their
Ladies took applications to Aleppo
Clowns and a couple got directions as
how to join a Blue Lodge. We provided
each lady with a long stem Rose. We
also provided everyone with a Clown
unit pin and a Red Nose after which
we returned to the Auditorium where
we posed for a group photo wearing
our Red Noses. 

This was one of the happiest events
I have ever been part of and with all
the hard work everyone did and their
continued commitment we are already
planning our second trip. Please con-
tact us if you want to be part of our
next trip. Bring your Brothers,
Friends and their Ladies. We will fill
up quickly so email Joko Koko at
joekohen@aol.com or Angus at
coutoumas@yahoo.com. 
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2nd Ceremonial Master
Robert H. Brown

Bob has been employed with Thermo Fisher as a Field Service Engineer
for ten years. He said, “I can explain what I do, but no one will understand.”
No problem Bob. Raised in Garden City Lodge in June 1969 and joining
Aleppo in 1979, his Masonic resume is vast. A Past Master and Past
Secretary of his lodge, Bob currently holds the position of Treasurer. In
addition, he was Worshipful Master of Shawmut Lodge from 2003 to 2005
(Shawmut Lodge has since merged into The Consolidated Lodge). Currently,
he is Associate Marshal of The Consolidated Lodge in Boston.

Service is nothing new for Noble Brown, and Grand Lodge has formally
recognized his efforts by awarding him the Joseph Warren Medal in
February 2001. Thus far, he has served on three Grand Lodge committees,
currently holding the position of Blood Chairman of The Grand Lodge
Service Committee. He was saying, “when I sat down to write everything
down, I was shocked at how much I have done over the years.” Previously,
he sat on both The Grand Lodge Masonic Awareness Committee and The
Grand Lodge Education Committee. While a member of the latter commit-
tee, he traveled all over the Commonwealth training instructors and then
helped create the manual and rules for the revamped Lodges of Instruction.

Noble Brown has also contributed
at the District level serving as
District Deputy Grand Marshal for
the Fifth Masonic District, District
Deputy Grand Captain of the Host,
First Capitular District in 1999,
and District Deputy Grand High
Priest, First Capitular District in
2009. Even with all these accolades,
Noble Brown considers raising both
his sons - who asked to join - his
greatest Masonic accomplishment.

He is hoping to further the work-
ing relationship between the
Shrine, Grand Lodge, Scottish and
York Rites over the next several
years. After making all these con-
tributions, we look forward to how
Noble Brown will further Aleppo in
his role as 2nd Ceremonial Master.
So far he is “trying to keep my head
on straight, and looking forward to
having fun for the next seven
years.”


