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By THE ORIENTAL BAND SCRIBE

CELEBRATING OUR 60th YEAR  
Rehearsals on Thursdays at 6:30 PM

From the Second Thursday in January
To the Second Thursday in November

Oriental Band Room
Second Floor

99 Fordham Road
Wilmington, Massachusetts 01887-0578

Exit 39 off Interstate 93

Visit our website at: 
http://www.oband.mysite.com

S has occasionally been the case, our last article excluded an insert that
was germane to the article. What was missing was the memorial to
Robert Browne (which will be reproduced below). Additionally, a typo

requires addressing as well and that typo is that Robert L. Goodwin should
have been referred to as a “Jr.” and not a “Sr.” (Bob, sometimes mistakes like
this are prophetic so we would like to remind you that there is still time for
that son and we are sure that Etta would be excited at the prospect as well!
Besides, it would give you an additional reason to return to Orlando and you
won‘t even have to win a Super Bowl to do so!). 

Ironically, the missing memorial, unfortunately is also applicable to the
additional news that we have to report of the passing of our fellow band mem-
ber and Assistant Director, Lester Oshry.

On March 21, 2011, the Band
received notice that, on March 18,
2011, the Black Camel had visited the
Oshry residence and taken our fellow
bandsman and assistant director,
Lester Oshry, to the Eternal Oriental
Band. Lester and his wife, Bella (who
predeceased him), will always be
remembered as amongst the most affa-
ble, friendly, and thoughtful members
that we have had. They both had a pos-
itive spirit and attitude about them
that would not yield to the many chal-
lenges each faced in the last years of
their being. Lester cared for Bella when
she became ill though the task was dif-
ficult and Lester defied expectations
and statistics as a survivor of serious
health issues as well. Despite all adver-
sity, Lester made every effort to attend
as many events as possible and was as
loyal as could be expected to the band.

Both Lester and Bella will be missed by those who knew them and that
includes many beyond the band as well.

And the memorial (modified a bit) that would be appropriate for both Bob
Browne and Lester Oshry (as well as their spouses, Ellie and Bella) goes as fol-
lows:

Happy lives have come to an end,
They died as they lived, everyone’s Friend.
In our hearts a memory will always be kept,
of those we loved, and will never Forget.

Despite our recent losses, we continue to maintain our strength and our
turnouts and our performances reflect that. Our sixtieth year as a Unit is
something that we continue to take pride in and we hope that will pour over
into our performances to make them even that much more enjoyable to our
audiences this year and into the future.

We recently became aware that the McDonald’s Corporation would be retir-
ing the 48-year-old Ronald McDonald making him less important to its over-
all marketing plan and placing him in symbolic limbo. It seems that the com-
pany felt that he had become disconnected from an increasingly lucrative base
of adult customers (who have spurred the success of their specialty coffee line).
We are deeply concerned about this and would point out that the increasingly
lucrative base of adult customers at some time were all part of a substantially
lucrative base of child customers that the business was built upon; that the

adult base most likely will die out before the child base; and that the current
child base will eventually become the future adult base (so why alienate them)!
We are also concerned that Ronald McDonald Houses may now turn into
halfway houses for those who are addicted to caffeine! As a result we are con-
sidering endorsing Ronald McDonald for President in 2012 on the All-
American big mac, fries, and apple pie ticket. In the meantime we expect to see
Happy Meals that will consist of a bran muffin, a cup of coffee and an anti-
depressant (undoubtedly assuring the happy aspect of the meal) - which can be
super-sized to include an antacid and a laxative!

The doors to our oasis remain open to all who may be wandering the deserts
of indecision in their quest for a Unit to call home. We would like to extend a
special invitation to the Cape Cod crowd that has acquired some additional
responsibilities for Aleppo this year - including, Frank Mason, Ivar Moore,
Ed Jenkins and Bruce (“Swede”) Freden - to come on over whenever you
are in Wilmington. We excuse the Potentate simply because we think he has
enough to do this year - but there is always next year for him!

We wish all a good Parading Season for the Year and continue to look for-
ward to the Northeast Field Days to be held on Cape Cod.

As usual, for the most up to date information concerning the band check our
website located at:

http://www.oband.mysite.com

SHALOM,

THe Oriental Band Scribe
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Scribblings of the Scribe
T seems of late that we may be living the
essence of a particularly annoying television
commercial wherein an applicant for a gym

membership repeatedly states that his qualifica-
tions, background, and objectives are simply to
“pick things up and put them down”. In the past
year or so, with the passing of Nick Markos, Bob
Browne, and Lester Oshry, we feel like we have
been picking things up only to put them down as
well. But, at the same time, we have, unlike the
poor fellow seeking gym membership and who is
ultimately shown the rear exit and is rejected, been fortunate to be able
to attract new talent to our fold including Ron Henderson, Dennis
Reebel, Jonathan Lapomardo, and, recently, Charlie Rivers and
move forward. As much as we miss those who have been called to the
Eternal Oriental Band, we are grateful to our new members who are
helping us keep the traditions ongoing and we would like to take the
opportunity to acknowledge and thank them for their participation. All
too often new members get lost in organizations - we try very hard to
avoid that and we do appreciate our new members personally as well for
their efforts. It is often said that things happen in “threes” and we are
hopeful that the loss of our three members will be it for a while and that
more new members will continue to find their way to our humble oasis
where they will be warmly received and appreciated as well. As another
advertisement goes, the experience and camaraderie are “priceless”.

So it is written and so it shall hopefully be.

HE Transportation Unit is sad to announce the passing of Noble Martin Beck,
better known as “Marty.” He served as a Lieutenant in the Unit for many years,
he was also a trailor and bus driver.

He retired as a chemical engineer from Cabot Corp. in Billerica, MA., and was very
active in many town committees in Pepperell where he lived. He attended and was also
an active member of the Church of the Good Shepherd in Nashua, NH.

Marty was a Past Master of the Wollasten Lodge. We all will miss him.
On a happier note, the Unit would like to welcome Steve Ouellette of Concord, MA,

into the ranks.
This year started off with the Scituate Parade with tractor-trailer drivers, Arthur

Winer and Steve Ouellette on that “special cold day.”
Coming up soon the Unit will be going to a dinner theatre. Sounds like “fun.”
A few weeks ago the Unit ran the box office for the Train and Toy Show at the Shriners

Auditorium in Wilmington, we had a very successful weekend.
Congratulations to Ted Critch of our Unit for receiving his 50-year pin in the Star of

Bethlehem Lodge in Wakefield, MA.
Keep them rolling!
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