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AFTER bravery came generosity for
Trooper Allyson Powell. Powell won
the 2011 Carnegie Hero Medal for help-

ing three civilians free a man trapped in a
burning Jeep Grand Cherokee on Interstate
195 East on July 21, 2010.

George Flanagan and Maureen Estes, both
of Swansea; and Robert Flanagan of Denver,
Colo., George’s brother, were returning from
the airport at 1 a.m. when they saw a Jeep
travel across the roadway, crash into the
woods and catch fire.

They stopped to give help and were trying to
pull Michael Canty free of the burning vehi-
cle, struggling to pull him to safety.

Powell arrived moments later, crawled into
the burning car and began giving orders to the
Flanagan brothers. Her presence was wel-
comed, the three civilians said.

“When the trooper arrived, she was very
aggressive and she had the tools,” Robert
Flanagan said a day after the rescue.

“When she showed up, then we had a plan,”
Estes added.

The Jeep had lodged against a tree, and
Canty was trapped between the door and the
dashboard.

Canty was pulled from the Jeep before it was
engulfed in flames. He was injured but sur-
vived.

The Flanagan brothers and Estes were all
named, along with Powell, as Carnegie Heros,
awards given to a few dozen people around the
country every year.

Powell’s prize came with $5,000. She donat-
ed it to the Shriners Hospital for Children in
Boston.

“We are honored to accept her contribution to
our campaign for a new radiology suit, which
will improve our ability to diagnose and treat
children with orthopaedic conditions for years
to come,” said Dr. Ronald Tompkins, chief of
staff at Shriner-Boston.

Powell was again recognized for bravery in
February after she walked up Route 79 south-
bound in Fall River, into the flames from a
burning tractor trailer truck, to pull the driver,
Luis Cotto, 42, of Swansea, to safety.
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State Trooper Wins Carnegie Hero Medal
for Helping Pull Man From Fiery Wreck

Robert Flanagan of Denver, Maureen Estes of
Swansea and George Flanagan of Swansea
came to the aid of a man in a burning car.

By KEVIN P. O'CONNOR 
HERALD NEWS STAFF REPORTER - FALL RIVER, MA

MASSACHUSETTS State Trooper Allyson
Powell presented a $5,000 financial grant to
Shriners–Boston on Wednesday, April 18, 2012.

Powell was awarded the financial grant by the Carnegie
Hero Fund Commission for the heroic act of rescuing an
unconscious man from his burning vehicle moments
before it became engulfed in flames. “Trooper Powell’s
heroic act and subsequent donation are examples of out-
standing citizenship,” said Dr. Ronald G. Tompkins,
Chief of Staff at Shriners–Boston. “We are honored to
accept her contribution to our campaign for a new radi-
ology suite, which will improve our ability to diagnose
and treat children with orthopaedic conditions for years
to come.”
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