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WHY did you join Aleppo Shrine? Please
read the following story and you will find
out why Noble Bill Manning is a mem-

ber of the Aleppo Fire Brigade and the reason why
Noble Bill and his wife Ellie volunteer at Aleppo
Shrine.

In the unit room of the Aleppo Fire Brigade, you
will find one wall covered with patches from fire
departments from across the United States and if
you look hard enough, you just might find the
patch from your city or town. 

In the spring of 1984, Noble Mel Michaels
wrote an article in the Aleppo News about how an
article in the International Chiefs newspaper got
hundreds of fire departments to send their depart-
ment patches to the Shriners Burn Institute to
have them put on display. Noble Michaels also
noted that the Massachusetts Fire Chiefs
Association contributed more than 125 fire
department patches to the Burn Institute. Fire
Chiefs Associations from across the country and
Canada have also contributed more than a hun-
dred patches also.

This campaign has made many firefighters even
more aware of the existence of the Shriners Burn
Institutes and how the specialized burn centers

treat the staggering physical and psychological
challenges caused by traumatic burn injuries.

Back in the early 1970’s a tragic accident
occurred to the daughter of Bill and Ellie
Manning. Susan Manning, age 14 months suf-
fered burns over 80% of her body. Brother
Manning’s daughter was rushed to the Shriners
Burn Hospital and received treatment for her
burns. At the time, Brother Manning really hadn’t
really thought that much about being a Shriner
and “those guys in the little red hats!” Both Bill
and Ellie soon came to realize full well of who and
what “those guys in the little red hats” were all
about!

Susan was admitted and was treated at the
Shrine Burns Hospital for more than 3 months for
her burns. She was then treated as an outpatient
for the many years to follow and also had to have
corrective surgery that was related to her burn
injuries. When Susan was a little older, Noble Bill
and his wife Ellie brought their daughter to the
Burlington Mall dressed as a clown. The Aleppo

Clowns were there promoting the Shrine Circus
being held at the Shriners Auditorium. Bill and
Ellie entered young Susan into the clown contest
and Bill and Ellie’s daughter won first prize for
kids in the three to six years of age. 

After Susan’s accident, Noble Bill set out on a
journey. He joined the Aleppo Shrine to become
one of “those guys in the little red hats!” Noble Bill
had originally thought of joining the Aleppo
Clown Unit, but a friend of his saw the fire depart-
ment sticker in his car window and suggested that
he look into joining the Aleppo Fire Brigade. He
then would seek out and join the Fire Brigade. 

Elli Manning joined the HONS and you can see
both of them volunteering at almost all Aleppo
Shrine events to this day. Susan has recovered
from her burns injuries and has two beautiful
children, which Bill and Ellie adore!

IN August of 2005, Noble Matt and Lady Lisa
Braccio got a link to the website www.anysol-
dier.com and read actual postings from the

Service Members looking for care packages. Not
realizing the need for such things as hygiene items
and many other things that we take for granted
here at home, they knew they needed to do some-
thing. Quick response and two weeks later the first,
of many, Care Package Drives for Troops was born!
It was a wonderful testament to this multi-commu-
nity event that 600 boxes of “Touches and Tastes of
Home” were shipped to some very deserving men
and women serving our Great Nation!

This spectacular event is hosted in May and
October each year, with items and shipping costs
donated by the public. To date, the drive has gener-
ated more than 7,800 boxes weighing in excess of
180,000 pounds in 16 Drives. Lisa & Matt like to
say that “what we are all doing together is America
at its best!” Since its inception, hundreds of volun-
teers over the course of each drive weekend, will
sort, box and ship between 500 and 700 care pack-
ages weighing from 23 – 35 pounds, each full of
donated items. They have found that most people
want to give and do something they just don’t know
how, but Lisa and Matt have made it easy for them.

Their only goal of the event is that “for one

minute of one day, we can bring our Service
Members home when they open our box filled with
love and support. Together we have made some-
thing magical happen!” assuring our service men
and women that they are not and will not be forgot-
ten.

The volunteers at each drive range from Daisy
Troops, Boy & Girl Scouts, Boys & Girls Clubs,
Churches, Shriners, Freemasons, school children,
Veterans, families of those serving and adults of all
ages. Each box has cards and letters and is beauti-
fully decorated by children, adults and those who
actually packed the boxes

In 2006 a female soldier, SGT Amy Metcalf from
Florida was supported by our efforts, in 2008 she
once again deployed and was supported by our
efforts, in 2011 home on leave from a third deploy-
ment she wanted to come to the
May event and personally
thanked the Communities that
had shown her such unwavering
support. SGT Metcalf has
become an adopted member of
the Community and part of the
Braccio family! Amy’s brother
has just deployed for another
tour in Afghanistan and will be
receiving a package from home
when the next drive ships them
out!

Just a few of the most touching
of moments from past drives
include the times when Service
Members answer school kids let-
ters and then they become pen-
pals. When a little child shows
up with a card decorated with
green army men and then we
receive a picture from overseas
of Service Members holding
those little green army men.
Then there was the time an eld-
erly gentleman had $86 dollars
left from his heating oil budget
and donated it to us. Children
have shown up asking for a ham-

mer to
break open
their piggy
bank so
they can
help pay to
ship a box. There was a little boy that came in a
wheelchair, packed a box and inserted his card that
he brought. Having a family stand up and thank
the volunteers and donors for their support of their
deployed children. These are just a few of the
moments that have been experienced, but Lisa and
Matt could write a book. The human spirit shines
brightest during these events.

To find out how you can support or participate at
the drives, please contact Lisa Braccio at Braccio
Electric 508-481-9939

Noble Braccio Holding a Care Package Drive for the Troops

By RICK BARTLETT

1978 – 2013
35 PROUD YEARS

NOBLE BILL MANNING AND LADY ELLIE
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Dennis E. Reebel
Potentate
133A Elm Street
Marlborough, MA 01752
508-485-0126

Richard A. Doherty
Chief Rabban
188 Green Street
Reading, MA 01876
781-944-5348

David J. Raymond
Assistant Rabban
14 Smith Road
Saugus, MA 01906
781-231-1329

Theodore Polonsky
High Priest & Prophet
14 Smith Road
Saugus, MA 01906
781-231-1329

Frank J. Mason
Oriental Guide
75 Skating Rink Rd.
Hyannis, MA 02601
508-771-8482

Harlan Woods
1st Ceremonial Master
12 Chapman Road
Wakefield, MA 01880
781-245-8048

Robert E. Havener
2nd Ceremonial Master
18 Pinehurst Ave.
Natick, MA 01760
508-651-3117

NAME UNIFORM UNIT SHRINE CLUB CHAIRMAN

Pipe Band
Clown Unit
Oriental Band

Fire Brigade
Minutemen
Provost Guard
Lighting

Arab Patrol
Temple Guard
Medical Corps
Brass Band

Rag Tops
Motor Patrol
Activities
Chanters

Cape Cod Fire Brigade
Transportation
Brass Band

Mini-Haulers
Mounted Patrol
Legion of Honor
Ritualistic Degree Team

Cycles
Stewards

Fitchburg–Leominster
Gardner

Neponset Valley
Charles River
Yacht Club

King Philips

Cape Ann
HONS
North Shore

Weary Travelers
Cape Cod
Southeastern MA

Hillbillies
South Shore

Worcester County
Metro West

$100 Million Dollar Club

St. Patty’s Day Dance

Widow’s Luncheon
PM Degree Team
New Year’s Eve Party

DeMolay
Masonic Relations
New Year’s Eve Party

Plaque Program

Transportation Fund


