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CELEBRATING OUR 63rd YEAR  
Rehearsals on Thursdays at 6:30 PM
From the First Thursday in January
To the Third Thursday in November

Oriental Band Room
Second Floor

99 Fordham Road
Wilmington, Massachusetts 01887-0578

Exit 39 off Interstate 93

Visit our website at: 
http://www.oband.mysite.com

http://www.youtube.com/AleppoOrientalBand
By THE ORIENTAL BAND SCRIBE

RECORD snow and record cold – what a great
winter we have managed to come through.
Things simply do not get better than that

around here. Regrettably, the Scribe was in Aruba
and missed all the fun. How disappointing to hear
of rehearsal cancellations and public transporta-
tion shut downs. But, now, for the saddest news –
it seems that all the efforts to deal with the snow
have depleted our snow budget and rumor has it
that our long promised raises in compensation are
in jeopardy.

Unit of Champions

THOUGH we had reason to believe that things
would go somewhat as they did for the
January Ceremonial, timing made it such

that we unable to fully congratulate our former
Band Director, Noble Robert S. Johnson on his
appointment to the Divan as Second Ceremonial
Master. As Director of the band, Bob essentially
turned it around from a rather low point and he did
so quite effectively so we are well aware of his capa-
bilities. Lately, the abilities of those who are in the

band are being recognized more and more and that
is nice to see. It had been years since someone from
the band had been on the Divan and, now, in the
space of several years, we have had two people cho-
sen for that distinction: Ill. Dennis Reebel and
Bob Johnson. We are confident that Bob is a worthy
and capable member of the Divan and we look for-
ward to watching Bob's progress on the Divan and
his eventual term as Potentate. In the meantime,
we continue to remind Bob and Dennis that we con-
tinue to practice on Thursday nights. 

Miscellaneous

OUR Annual Business Meeting has been
scheduled a little later than usual and con-
cern abounds as to the impact that the

weather had on our funds.  
We wish everyone an enjoyable parading season

and encourage everyone to remember why we do it
and what great benefit comes from it for those in
need of the efforts we support. That thought should
make the efforts all that more meaningful and
enjoyable.

As usual, the entrance to the tents of our oasis
always remains open to heartily and warmly
receive any Nobles who, in their deserts of indeci-

sion, are searching for a Unit to join. In return for
a lifetime commitment of yourself (and your family
– they will love you for doing it for them) to the
band we offer an experience of fun and camaraderie
that cannot be matched anyplace else. Come by and
see what it is all about. You will never figure it out
or fully appreciate it unless you are a part of it. It
is truly something very special and (in case it is not
obvious) musical skills are not a requirement or
necessary.

In the meantime, please be reminded that the
most current band news and videos may be found
at our website which is frequently updated. We
hope that you will enjoy our website and its various
links and will return to it frequently for updates.
The website is located at the first address below
and our YouTube site (which includes the videos) is
found at the second address below:

http://www.oband.mysite.com

http://www.youtube.com/aleppoorientalband

SHALOM,

Let It Snow
ROBERT S. JOHNSON


