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ON Saturday, April 18th, a group of
Nobles from the Aleppo Membership
Committee traveled to The Smoke Shop

in Middleton, MA. The cause for the visit was
to present a letter of appreciation to them for
promoting the 2015 Aleppo Smoker. Between
the Smoke Shop and its patrons they pur-
chased sixty tickets to the Aleppo Smoker.
Each ticket cost $150, so those sixty tickets
accounted for $9,000 in sales. That in itself
would be worthy of a big thank you from the
Aleppo Shriners Children’s Transportation
Fund. In addition to the $9,000.00 in ticket
sales, our sixty Smoke Shop guests spent
money on our silent auctions, live auction, and
bought a huge number of tickets from the raffle
run by our main sponsor, Pleasant Smoke.

The owner of the Smoke Shop, John
Maculey, was pleasantly surprised when six
customers who were in the store stood up, put
on their Fezzes and approached him to make
the presentation. Those in attendance were

High Priest and Prophet - Harlan Woods,
Past Potentates Steve Eriksen and Richard
Doherty, Membership Chairman Phil
Kumph, Hillbilly Club President Curt
Nitzsche, and Fire Brigade member and pho-
tographer Carl Ohlson. As the presentation
was made, Steve Eriksen explained to John
and the other customers in the store how the
ticket sales help Shriners Hospitals for
Children and how much the support of the
Smoke Shop means to Aleppo, our
Transportation Fund, and the lives of kids
who, if not for the Transportation Fund might
not receive the treatment they so badly need.

John and most of the people who bought the
sixty tickets are not Shriners but, they certain-
ly showed the Shrine spirit with the support
they gave the 2015 Aleppo Smoker. After the
presentation many of us bought cigars from
John’s humidor, took a seat in the Smoking
Lounge, and enjoyed a smoke with our new
friends at The Smoke Shop. Who knows, maybe
they’ll be wearing Fezzes someday too!

The Smoke Shop – Having Fun and helping kids.
By STEVE ERIKSEN

CIGAR GUY

Many orthopaedic techniques that are common in
health care today were first discovered and practiced at
Shriners Hospitals for Children. Research teams include
renowned experts whose discoveries have changed treat-
ment methodologies and improved the lives of countless
children living with debilitating conditions.

Research in Spokane
Shriners Hospitals for Children — Spokane has an

active research program, averaging 15 to 18 studies at a
time. Researchers focus on a variety of topics important
to pediatric orthopaedics, including clubfoot,
orthopaedic surgery infection risk and gait issues in
patients with cerebral palsy (CP). Our studies not only
contribute to the general understanding of pediatric
orthopaedic conditions but also help our physicians pro-
vide parents with information about treatment and out-
come expectations.

Improving cerebral palsy care
The Movement Analysis Laboratory has a long history

of research and publications facilitated by Mark
McMulkin, Ph.D., director of the program, involving
patients with ambulatory CP. One recent study looked
at one of the thigh muscles that make up the quadri-
ceps, the rectus femoris muscle.

This muscle helps extend the knee by lifting the lower
leg. In a child with CP, this muscle may not work the
way it should, so the child can have a hard time walk-
ing. Shriners Hospitals for Children — Spokane physi-
cians are trying to help improve the way a child with CP
moves by transferring where this muscle attaches to the
knee. The site of the transfer is not the same in all chil-
dren because some surgeons may differ on what they
consider to be the best relocation site for the muscle.

Physicians who perform this type of surgery collabo-
rated with Dr. McMulkin and reviewed the patient
records and gait analysis data of children who had a rec-
tus femoris transfer to see if there were any differences
in the way the children walked after surgery, depending
on the transfer site. After analyzing the data, the
research team concluded that the children’s gait
improved and that there were no differences among the
different transfer sites. This means the transfer site can
be based on the patient’s history, other surgical proce-
dures the patient is undergoing at the same time and
surgeon preference. This is only one example of many
ongoing studies at Shriners Hospitals for Children —
Spokane. We initiate these studies to continuously
improve our understanding of pediatric orthopaedics
and improve the care we provide.

Shriners Hospitals for
Children has Been a

Leader in Clinical
Research for Decades

TOURS OF DUTY FOR 2015
Somerville May 24

Wilmington May 25

Football Game June 30


